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I.
Satan

A.
His existence and characteristics


Scripture presents Satan as a real (not a mythological) person to be taken seriously.  Nineteen ______ of the twenty-seven books of the NT refer to Satan, and seven OT books refer to him.  Of the eight NT books which do not refer to Satan, four refer to demons.  Of the 29 references to Satan in the gospels, 25 ____ are made by Christ Himself.  He is given various names in Scripture which emphasize various characteristics:

Satan—"adversary," "opposer" (Zech 3:1; Matt 4:10; Rev 12:9).  This title is used over fifty times in the Bible, and highlights his opposition ______________ to God (Matt 4:10 "be gone Satan"; Matt 16:23 "get behind me Satan"; ) and God's people (Luke 22:31 "Satan has demanded permission to sift you like wheat"; 1 Thess 2:18 "we wanted to come to you...yet Satan thwarted us").

Devil—"slanderer."  This common title is found thirty-five times in Scripture, and emphasizes Satan's role as the accuser and slanderer of God and the children of God (Matt 4:1, 5; John 8:44; Acts 13:10; Rev 12:9, 10).

Lucifer—"shining one," "day star."  This title found in Is 14:12 probably describes Satan's glorious pre-fall ____________ existence as a holy angel who radiated God's glory by virtue of being in the divine presence (cf. Heb 9:5).

Dragon—thirteen times in the book of Revelation Satan is referred to as a dragon (12:3, 7; 13:2, 4, 11; 20:2).  This title emphasizes his malevolent destructiveness.

Beelzebub—"lord of the flies" or "lord of the filth" (Matt 12:24-26).  This originally referred to a Philistine _____________ god (2 Ki 1:3, 6), and highlights Satan's moral impurity ___________ or filthiness.

The evil one—() Matt 5:37; 6:13; John 17:15; 2 Thess 3:3; 1 John 2:13-14; 3:12; 5:18-19.  Dickason suggests this phrase, with the articular use of the adjective poneros indicates that Satan is "the one intrinsically ____________ wicked who is not content to be corrupt in himself but must seek to corrupt others...The article ho limits the name to a specific person who is well known, not just the concept of evil" (Angels Elect and Evil, 123).  

Serpent, old serpent—Gen 3:1-2; 2 Cor 11:3; Rev 12:9; 20:2.  This is the first ________ name given in Scripture for Satan, and hence "the old serpent" (Rev 12:9), indicates that Satan has been around for a long time and is infamous.  "Serpent" probably highlights his cleverness and crafty deception (Gen 3:1; 2 Cor 11:3).

Ruler of this world—John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11.  This phrase identifies Satan as the ruler of the present world system.  In this present world system, Satan rules a fallen (evil) empire.  This rule includes domination over humans and demons.  

Prince of the power of the air—Eph 2:2.  This phrase identifies Satan as the ruler of the empire centered in the atmosphere ____________ above the earth.  

The god of this age—2 Cor 4:4.  Satan rules this fallen world and he is the object of false worship.

Belial—2 Cor 6:15.  Belial comes from a Hebrew word which means "wicked" or "worthless" (Deut 13:13).

Destroyer—Rev 9:11 (Hebrew Abaddon, Greek Apollyon).  As king of the abyss __________, Satan is called the destroyer.  In Rev 11 the true character of Satan and his demons is revealed, for he is characterized by destruction and misery.

Accuser—Rev 12:10.  This is similar to the title "devil" ("slanderer").  Satan is the one who opposes believers and who slanders and accuses them before God.  

Deceiver—Rev 12:9; 20:3.  From the beginning of human history Satan has been a deceiver (Gen 3:1-6; 1 Tim 2:14).  He deceives nations (Rev 20:3) and the whole world (Rev 12:9).  Closely related to this, he is a liar ______ and the father of lies (John 8:44). 

b.
His origin and Fall—Is 14 and Ez 28

To discuss the origin and fall of Satan, we must evaluate whether Is 14 and Ez 28 refer to Satan or merely to human kings.

Arguments for seeing Is 14 and Ez 28 as references solely to human kings:

1.
In Ez 28:1-19, only one person is referred to—the historical king of Tyre.  Thus, this passage does not speak of Satan.  In Is 14 only one person is referred to—the king of Babylon.  There is no clear transition _____________ from a historical person to another different person (Satan).

2.
At the end of the section in Isaiah supposedly dealing with Satan (vv. 12-14), there is no clear transition to another person, but a discussion of a historical king.  Again, this indicates that a single historical figure is being described throughout the passage.

3.
The literary genre found in Ez 28 and Is 14 has parallels in pagan __________ literature (Canaanite Ugaritic mythology).  Thus, Ezekiel and Isaiah were simply using a well understood literary ________ device to describe a historical king using metaphorical language that the pagans also used to describe historical kings.

4.
A literal, historical hermeneutic leads us to accept these two passages as references to historical ____________ kings.  Neither passage mentions Satan, and there is no reason to look for a secondary meaning or to deviate from the historical persons.

5.
The king of Babylon in Is 14:16 is described as no longer shaking the nations or making people tremble, but this isn't true of Satan.

6.
In Is 14:16 the individual (Lucifer?) is called a man ______, and in v. 18 he is compared to other kings of the earth.

7.
Other Scripture ____________ writers do not cite from  Is 14 or Ez 28 and apply any of these verses to Satan.


Arguments for seeing Is 14 and Ez 28 as having a double reference to both a historical king and Satan.

1.
While Is 14 and Ez 28 do refer to a historical king, in Ez 28:11-19 and Is 14:12-14 the discussion shifts from the historical king to the one who ultimately empowers __________ the king, Satan.  There are clear biblical examples of a passage looking beyond a literal human or animal person to the supernatural powers behind ________ it.  In Gen 3 the serpent is a real animal, but Satan was behind it empowering it.  Dan 10:20-21 refers to the historical country of Persia, but refers to the "Prince of Persia," the angelic power which guided Persia.  Rev 13:2, 4, 11 speaks of the beast, a literal historical person, yet the dragon (Satan) is behind the beast giving him power and authority (v. 2).  

2.
There are other clear biblical examples of a passage having a double ____________ reference to both a present (or in the near future) historical figure, and a remote figure.  For example, Is 7:14 clearly refers to a young maiden in Isaiah's day conceiving a giving birth to a son, and it also refers to Christ who would come centuries later.  In Daniel 11:20-35, 36-45, Antiochus Epiphanes and the antichrist are described in the same passage, for the former prefigures the latter.

3.
The context of Is 14 suggests a double reference to a historical king and Satan, for the context is the restoration of Israel in the millennial ___________  kingdom (14:1-4).  As Dickason notes "Babylon is singled out as representative of all Israel's enemies and of the future Antichrist who is empowered by Satan (Dan 7:23-27; 9:26-27; 11:36-45; 2 Thess 2:8-10; Rev 13:4).  In these passages there is terminology very similar to that used in Is 14:12-17.  It seems then, that Isaiah would not be referring to the historic king of Babylon as the primary oppressor of Israel, but rather the future one with Satan behind him" (Angels Elect and Evil, 131).  

4.
The previous argument is strengthened when we note the symbolic use of "Babylon" in Revelation ____________.  During the tribulation a Satanically inspired politico-religious power called Babylon will oppose God and promote terrible evil and blasphemy (Rev 14:817:1-18:24).  Thus, the reference to the king of Babylon in Is 14 as a reference to Satan who inspires an evil human king makes perfect sense.

5.
Other Scripture passages which describe Satan harmonize ____________ well with the description in Ez 28 and Is 14.  For example, Gen 3:5 and Is 14:14 speak of becoming like God; Is 14:12 and Luke 10:18 speak of Satan's fall from heaven; Is 14:13, Ez 28:17 and 1 Tim 3:6 speak of Satan's terrible sin of pride; Ez 28:17 and Gen 3:1 speak of Satan's wisdom; Ez 28:16 speaks of Satan's violence beging a part of the first sin, and John 8:44 in a similar manner says Satan was a murderer "from the beginning."

6.
The description in Is 14 does  not seem to apply ___________ to any historical king in Isaiah's day.  Sennacharib would be the closest non Babylonian king, Nebuchadnezzar the most likely Babylonian king, but neither really fit this description.

7.
Many of the descriptions in these two passages could not apply to a human king.



Ez 28:12 "You had the seal of perfection ____________, full of wisdom and perfect in beauty."


Ez 28:13 "You were in Eden __________, the garden of God."


Ez 28:13 "Every precious stone was your covering: the ruby, the topaz, and the diamond."



Ez 28:14 "You were the anointed cherub who covers."



Ez 28:14 "You were on the holy mountain ________  ____________ of God."


Ez 28:14 "You walked in the stones of fire."


Ez 28:15 "You were blameless ______________ in all your ways from the day you were created until unrighteousness was found in you."


Is 14:13 "But you said in your heart, 'I will ascent to heaven, I will raise my throne above the stars of God.'"


Is 14:14 "I will ascent above the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High."

8.
In Ez 28:2, 9 the person described is addressed as a man, but in v. 11 a new lament is taken up, and the individual is not called a man but a cherub ___________ (vv. 14, 16).  In the early portion of the chapter the individual is called a "prince" (v. 2), but later he is called a "king" (v. 12).


If we accept Is 14 and Ez as referring to Satan, then we learn several things about his creation and fall:

1.
Satan was created absolutely perfect __________ (Ez 28:15 "You were blameless in all your ways from the day you were created until unrighteousness was found in you").

2.
Satan seems to have been the greatest __________ of the angels God created (Ez 28:12 "You had the seal of perfection, full of wisdom and perfect in beauty").

3.
Satan seems to have had a special role as a covering cherub, and had special access ____________ to the presence of God (Ez 28:14 "You were the anointed cherub who covers, and I placed you there.  You were on the holy mountain of God.  You walked in the stones of fire" cp. Ex 24:10).

4.
Satan fell through pride and rejection of his ordained ____________ position. 


 He began by desiring to exalt himself even higher above the other angels (Is 14:13 "I will exalt my throne above the stars of God").


Next he desired divine authority (Is 14:13 "I will sit on the mountain of the congregation...sides of the north" cf. Ps 75:6, 8; 48:2).


Next he sought to elevate himself above the glory of God ("I will ascent above the heights of the clouds" cf. Es 24:15-18 re. clouds and the glory of God).


Then he articulates the most obscene ____________ statement possible: "I will make myself like the Most High" (Is 14:14).  This is a desire to completely usurp God and become like God Himself.

5.
After his sin, Satan was cast out of heaven as his permanent ______________abode (Ez 28:16), but he still has limited access (Job 1-2; Rev 12:9), though eventually, his banishment will be complete, and his ruin will be utter (Is 14:15-16; Ez 28:18-19; Matt 25:41; Rev 20:1-3, 9-10).

c.
His work  among demons

1.
Satan is the ruler ___________ of the fallen angels.  They apparently do his bidding and carry out his will.


Rev  9:10-11 "and they have tails like scorpions...They have as king over them, the angel of the abyss; his name in Hebrew is Abaddon."


Matt 12:24 "this man casts out demons only by Beelzebul the ruler of the demons."

E.
His work  among unbelievers

1.
He blinds ____________ unbelievers to the truth of the gospel (2 Cor 4:3-4 "and even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, in whose case the god of this world has blinds the minds of the unbelieving, that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ").  

2.
He snatches away the gospel from unbelievers (Matt 13:19 "and when anyone hears the word of the kingdom, and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart").  

3.
He leads unbelievers to carry out his will ________ and plans __________.


2 Tim 2:26 "and escape from the snare of the devil, having been held captive by him to do his will."


Eph 2:1-2 "and you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air."  shouldn't be surprised at hostility in the media, etc.  NO need to appeal to conspiracy theories.  Rush Limbaugh is wrong to blame societal ills on the liberals.

4.
He promotes unbelievers to do evil _____________.


1 John 3:8 "the one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning."


John 13:2 "and during supper, the devil having already put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon, to betray him."  

5.
Through his demons, he promotes false religion ______________ to lead people away from the truth of the gospel.  This takes place through occult practice and false religions, as well as through false teachers in Christian churches.  Origins of Mormonism, new age and Hinduism, errors in Christian church—David Koresh, etc.


1 Tim 4:1 "but the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons."


2 Cor 11:13-15 "for such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ.  And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of  light.  Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their deeds."

6.
He leads unbelievers to oppose ____________ the gospel and believers.


Acts 13:8, 10 "but Elymas the magician...was opposing them, seeking to turn the proconsul away from the faith.  But Paul...said 'you who are full of all deceit and fraud, you son of the devil.'"  there is more world wide persecution of the Christian church right now than at any time in the history of the church; pastor featured at PK conference who led revival in Cali Columbia "Satan can't touch me until my work for God is finished."

F.
His work  at the end of the age

1.
During the tribulation, Satan will miraculously empower __________ the antichrist and the false prophet.  "And the beast [antichrist] which I saw was like a leopard...and the dragon [Satan] gave him his power and his throne and great authority" (Rev 13:2).


Satan will empower the beast to perform great miracles which will lead many astray, causing them to worship __________ the beast.


"That lawless one [antichrist] will be revealed...the one whose coming is in accord with the activity of Satan, with all power and signs and false wonders" (2 Thess 2:8-9). 


"And I saw one of his head as if it had been slain, and his fatal wound was healed.  And the whole earth was amazed and followed after the beast; and they worshipped the dragon, because he gave his authority to the beast; and they worshipped the beast, saying, 'Who is like the beast, and who is able to wage war with him'" (Rev 13:3-4; also 13:13-14).

2.
Mid-way through the tribulation Satan will be cast out _______  _________ of heaven (Rev 12:7-10).  He will then pour out his wrath on Israel: "and when the dragon saw that he was thrown down to the earth, he persecuted the woman who gave birth to the male child" (Rev 12:13). 

3.
During the tribulation Satan will unleash his demons to torment __________ people on the earth


Rev  9:10-11 "and they have tails like scorpions, and stings; and in their tails is the power to hurt men for five months.  They have as king over them, the angel of the abyss; his name in Hebrew is Abaddon."

4.
At the end of the tribulation, Satan will use demons to perform miracles, and gather the nations together at Armageddon ____________ for the final battle of the tribulation ("For they are spirits of demons, performing signs, which go out to the kings of the whole world, to gather them together for the war of the great day of God, the Almighty...and they gathered them together to the place which in Hebrew is called Har-Magedon" Rev 16:14-16).

5.
At the beginning of the millennium ______________, Satan is bound and cast into the abyss for a thousand years (Rev 20:1-3).

6.
At the end of the millennium Satan will be released from the pit and will lead a final future rebellion ___________ of the nations against God.


Rev 20:7-9 "And when the 1000 years are completed, Satan will be released from his prison, and will come to deceive the nations which are in the four corners of the earth...and they came up on the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city, and fire came down from heaven and devoured them."

G.
His work among believers


In general, the believer's struggle is not ultimately physical, but spiritual: "for our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places" Eph 6:10.


1.
Satan seeks to harm the church by sowing dissension ___________ and disrupting unity ___________.



2 Cor 2:10-11 "but whom you forgive anything, I forgive also...in order that no advantage be taken of us by Satan."

2.
He tempts believers to sin__________.


Lying—Acts 5:3 "Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit?"


Sexual sin—1 Cor 7:5 "Stop depriving one another, except by agreement for a time...lest Satan tempt you because of your lack of self-control."


Pride—1 Tim 3:6 "and not a new convert, lest he become conceited and fall into the condemnation incurred by the devil."


Discouragement—1 Pet 5:7-8 "casting all your care on him, because he cares for you.  Be of sober spirit, be on the alert.  Your adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour."


1 Tim 3:7 "and he must have a good reputation with those outside the church, so that he may not fall into reproach and the snare of the devil."


1 Tim 5:14-15 "I want younger widows to get married, bear children, keep house, and give the enemy no occasion for reproach; for some have already turned aside to follow Satan."


does this mean that Satan directly tempts us?

3.
He opposes believers and causes persecution to fall on them.


Rev 2:10 "do not fear what you are about to suffer.  Behold, the devil is about to cast some of you into prison, that you may be tested."

4.
He seeks to distort the truth ___________ of the gospel among believers.


2 Cor 11:3 "But I am afraid, lest as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds should be led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ."

5.
He opposes Christian ministry _____________.


1 Thess 2:18 "we wanted to come to you—I Paul, more than once—and yet Satan thwarted us."

6.
He accuses _____________ believers before God.  Job 1-2; Rev 12:10.

II.
The question of the demon possession of a believer

A.
Evidence to suggest a believer can be possessed

•  Personal experience.  Kurt Koch; Unger, What Demons Can Do to Saints, 71-74

•  Though the Holy Spirit indwells the believer (John 14:16), believers can quench the Spirit (1 Thess 5:19) and give Satan an illegitimate opportunity to possess them (Unger, What Demons Can Do, 60, "but who dares to assert that a demon spirit will not invade the life of a believer in which the Holy Spirit has been grieved by serious and persistent sin and quenched by flagrant disobedience"). 

•   Saul—1 Sam 18:10-11; 19:9-10  but Saul may not have been a believer and in the OT the HS came and went, unlike in the NT where he is permanent—John 14:17; also the text says the demon came upon Saul and left him, implying demonic influence not possession.

•  Woman who had a sickness (she was bent over) caused by an evil spirit (Luke 13:10-17).  Jesus healed her.  Since she was a "daughter of Abraham" she was probably a believer.  Just because she was a daughter of Abraham and a god fearer, she may not have been a believer; this is pre Pentecost; this may not have been demonic possession; she seemed to have been converted at the point of healing; Jesus does not cast out an evil spirit as he does elsewhere, but simply heals her.

•  1 Cor 5:5 and 1 Tim 1:20 speak of delivering professing believers over to Satan, implying demonic possession of chronically sinful and rebellious believers.  These passages speak of church discipline in which one is cast out of the church and into the domain of Satan, nothing is said of demonic possession.  

•  Sins of the flesh (Gal 5:19-21) give ground to Satan and give him an opportunity to invade the believer's life and temporarily possess him or her.  This is validated by testimonies of believers having demons of lust, envy, drunkenness, etc. cast out of them (cf. Hammond, Pigs in the Parlor).  Bubeck, Adversary, 35: he calls it not possession but influence, but the description is of possession.  Also, in Gal 5 the remedy is not exorcism, but walking by the Spirit and mortifying the flesh (v. 24)

B.
Arguments against demon possession of a believer

•  The believer is possessed by the Holy Spirit and has been transferred from the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of God's Son (Acts 26:18; Col 1:13).  Since demonic possession seems to involves ownership (Matt 12:29; Luke 11:21-22 binding the strong man and plundering his possessions), it seems impossible for one owned by God and sealed with the Holy Spirit to be possessed by Satan.

•  Since the believer's body is the temple of the  Holy Spirit (1 Cor 6:19); believers are permanently indwelt by the Spirit (Eph 1:13-14); the one who is in us is greater than the one who is in the world (1 John 4:4); and Christ and Satan have no fellowship or harmony (2 Cor 6:14-15), how could the God allow a demon to possess and believer?

•  There is not one clear example of a demon possessed believer in the entire Bible.  Furthermore, the NT epistles give no guidelines for exercising demons from anyone, let alone from believers.

•  Scripture has much to say to believers about spiritual warfare (resist Satan 1 Pet 5:9; don't be ignorant of Satan's schemes 2 Cor 2:11; put on the armor of God Eph 6) but never is demon exorcism from a believer listed as the remedy for spiritual warfare.

C.
A balanced perspective is needed

Much of the literature gives far too much credit to Satan and the demons.  We noted earlier Anderson's tendency to credit Satan instead of the sin nature.  Also, many suggest that if you are involved in any one of a long list of sins, you can be demon possessed or at least open the door to Satanic confrontation (Bubeck, Adversary, 130 "If I seek some experience which does not have a sound biblical foundation, I am opening my life to some deceiving spirit to come as an angel of light"; Anderson, Bondage Breaker, 236-47—spiritual experience and personal inventory 

II.
The believers' victory over Satan and demons

1.
Recognize that Satan has been totally defeated ___________ through the cross.  He is a lion and a serpent who has been defanged and declawed.  While Satan can still exert his power in this age, the fatal blow was struck on the cross, and his doom is sealed.  In fact, Christ's victory over Satan is so certain through the cross, that though Satan's final assignment into the lake of fire is yet future (Rev 20:10), Paul describes this as if it has already happened ___________  ____________ (Col 1:20 "to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood of His cross").    


As a believer, our victory over Satan is assured ("You are from God, little children, and have overcome them [the spirit of the antichrist] because greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world" 1 John 4:4). 


John 12:31 "Now judgment is upon this world; now the ruler of this world shall be cast out."


 Col 2:15 "when he had disarmed the rulers and authorities [demons], He made a public display of them, having triumped over them."


Heb 2:14-15 "Since then the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil; and might deliver those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives."


1 John 3:8 "The Son of God appeared for this purpose, that He might destroy the works of the devil."


Rev 12:11 "An they overcame him because of the blood of the lamb and because of the word of their testimony, and they did not love their life even to death."

2.
We must be aware __________ of and sensitive to Satan's strategies.


2 Cor. 2:10-11 "but whom you forgive, I forgive also...in order that no advantage be taken of us by Satan; for we are not ignorant of his schemes.


What does this mean in ministry?

3.
We must find our protection against Satan through the resources provided in Christ ___  ____________ and the word of God, applied by prayer.


"Finally, be strong in the Lord, and in the strength of His might.  Put on the armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil" (Eph 6:10-11).  beware of this becoming a magical formula "blood of Christ" but don't minimize it either.  Bubeck turns this into a "prayer formula" (140-51 The Adversary).

4.
We must submit __________ to Christ and resist _________ sin and Satan, thus giving Satan no opportunity to work His will in our life.  This largely involves identifying Satanic lies__________ and countering them with biblical ___________  truth _________.  Ultimately, since Satan is the prince of this world, negative deceitful messages are from him.  Renewal of the mind (Rom 12:1-2; Col 3:10) is key to sanctification.  Cf. Bondage Breakers, 219.  Ill Lies believed by those abused—it was my fault (so I am not worthy of eating); I deserve to suffer (so I am cutting myself); I am a whore so I might as well be promiscuous; I didn't stop it, so it was my fault and I am not worthy of love.


Eph. 4:27 "and do not give the devil an opportunity."


James 4:7 "Submit therefore to God.  Resist the devil and he will flee from you."


1 Pet 5:8-9 "Be of sober spirit, be on the alert.  Your adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.  But resist him, firm in your faith."

5.
Objects ____________ of occult practice must be destroyed; occult connections must be broken.


Acts 19:19 "And many of those who practiced magic brought their books together and began burning them in the sight of all; and they counted up the price of them and found it fifty thousand pieces of silver"; cp. 2 Chron 14:2-5; 23:16-17.  was 50,000 days wages, or several million dollars in todays culture


1 Cor 10:20 "The things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to demons, and not to God; and I do not want  you to become sharers in demons."  (This suggests that though participation in pagan religious activities, a Christian could become open to demonic attack.)

6.
If individuals have been involved with the occult, they should renounce ____________ the devil and his works.  In the early church, this was normally done at the time of baptism.  Only for direct involvement.  Bubeck is surely incorrect to imply that all believers need to do this (The Adversary, 149).  Ex 20 applies to consequences of sin, not demonic control
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