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THE PROBLEM: How do we account for the imperfections and moral failures of humans created in God's image to be the crown of creation?  In other words, how did humans become evil?  Is it the result of a literal fall, or is there some other explanation?  (Can we point to the fall as the greatest tragic episode in the past history of the human race?)

I.
Unacceptable and Partial solutions

a.
Evil has always existed (dualism)

Some ancient religions such as Persian Zoroastrianism taught that good and evil (light and darkness) are the result of two mutually hostile divine forces in the world which eternally coexist.

B.
God is somehow responsible

Scripture is patently clear that while in His omniscience and sovereignty, God allowed the introduction of sin into the world, He is not the author ___________.  God hates sin (Deut 25:16; Ps 5:4); "far be it from God, that He should do wickedness, and from the Almighty, that He should commit iniquity" (Job 34:10); He is absolutely holy (Is 6:3), and there is no unrighteousness in Him (Deut 32:4; Ps 92:16); He cannot be tempted with evil and tempts no man (James 1:13).  Thus, all deterministic views of the origin of evil must be rejected, for God cannot be the author of human sin.  Mormonism comes close to this. 

C.
Sin originated in the angelic world

While human sin is traced in Scripture to Gen 3, clearly sin already existed in the universe by this time (the gap between Gen 1-2 and Gen 3 is unclear).  By the time of Gen 3, the angels had already fallen.  While Scripture does not designate the exact time of the angelic fall, many believe that John 8:44 gives a clue.  Here Christ designates the devil as a murderer "from the beginning" __________________.   (cf. also 1 John 3:8 which says he is a sinner from the beginning).  Many believe that "from the beginning" in these passages refers to the beginning of the history of humanity.  If angels were created along with the rest of the physical creation, which Col 1:16 implies, then the angels must have fallen some time during the creation week.  

The nature of the angelic fall was pride, and the attempt to usurp God Himself: Is 14:13-14 "I will ascent to heaven, I will raise my throne above the stars of God...I will make myself like the most high; 1 Tim 3:6 "lest being puffed up he fall into the condemnation of the devil"; Jude 6 "angels who did not keep their own domain, but abandoned their proper abode."  Since Satan himself fell because he desired to be like God, it is understandable that he tempted Eve on that very point.   

II.
Various explanations for human sin and depravity via the fall Lewis and Demarest, Integ. Theol 2.184f

A.
Humans are free moral agents _________  ____________  ___________ born morally pure—Pelagians, Socinians, Unitarians, Modernists

Pelagius (a 4th century British monk, condemned by the Council of Ephesus in AD 431) emphasized that if individuals are truly human ________ they must have the freedom to choose responsibly.  He argued that since humans are born able to will and do good, it is perverse to view them as fallen and depraved.  Pelagius recognized the obvious fact that many people sin, but he blamed this not on inherited __________ sin as a result of the fall, but on bad examples _________  __________.  He furthermore argued that some individuals do choose the good and perfectly obey God.  Death is not the result of the fall, for God originally created humans mortal.  

In the 16 century, the Soccinians held very similar view of human nature and the fall.  They argued that "the fall of Adam, as it was but one act, could not have power to deprave his nature, much less that of his posterity."  Humans sin due to unfavorable ____________ circumstances and bad examples.  Unitarians and many modern liberals hold that the doctrines of original sin and total depravity are unfair, and are repugnant to the character of God.  Thus, humans are by nature pure and good, but susceptible to negative examples.  Ill. comments at child abuse conference for religious community—"I believe children are inherently good.  Society corrupts them." 

B.
Humans are born morally weak ____________, not radically _____________ fallen—Semi-Pelagians, Roman Catholic Theologians

Various theologians in the 5th and 6th centuries reacted against Augustine and argued that Adam's sin caused his descendants to be morally sick _______, but not radically fallen __________.  The moral corruption transmitted from Adam does not merit the wrath of God ____________, and is not total ___________corruption.  Humans become guilty before God when they give in ________  _______ to their weakened nature and choose ________ to sin.  Roman Catholic theologians argue that when Adam fell, the donum superadditum (added "gift of righteousness _________________" which helps one have victory over the sensuous impulses) was lost, so that free will was weakened __________________, but not eliminated.  Thus, the fall affected the human race, but not radically.  

C.
Humans are born morally depraved ___________, but due to prevenient grace ___________  ____________ are free moral agents—Arminians

Jacob Arminius and John Wesley stressed that Adam's fall brought guilt, punishment, and moral inability _________ on the entire human race.  Through Christ's atonement, however, prevenient grace _________  __________ (grace which "comes before" all human decision and endeavor—cf. Rom 5:6-8) enables all sinners to cooperate with the Holy Spirit and respond to God.  Wesley argued that the guilt all humans inherit from Adam is canceled by prevenient grace so that humans are essentially born innocent until they personally choose to sin. 

Some other Arminians such a Charles Finney are essentially semi-Pelagian, and argue that Adam's sin brought guilt and punishment on himself but not on his descendents _____________.  Instead, they assert that humans inherit from Adam a tendency _________  toward evil _________.  

D.
Individual Humans are born morally pure and free moral agents who are oppressed __________ by unjust social _________ and political __________ structures—liberation theologians

Liberation theologians and radical black and feminist theologians argue that while humans are inherently pure, much corruption and sin exists in the world.  This is to be explained not by appealing to a literal fall of Adam, but by looking to the unjust social (especially economic) structures which marginalize the powerless.  Sin is not defined primarily in terms of individual moral choices, but in terms of power structures _____________  ______________ which oppress the poor.  This is appealing when you look at the statistics but doesn’t do justice to biblical teaching regarding sin and the fall.

E.
Humans are born morally depraved ____________ and impotent _____________ due to original sin inherited from Adam—Augustine, the Reformers, many Evangelical theologians

Augustine and the reformers taught that when God created Adam and Eve, He put them in a situation of initial moral probation __________.  They were created morally pure and innocent, but persons in a state of childlike innocence could only be perfected through a process of moral decision making ___________  __________.  The tree of the knowledge of good and evil provided the opportunity for moral decision making.  If Adam and Eve would have passed this probation, they would have been confirmed ___________ in love for God and holiness, but they fell.  Their fall plunged the human race into sin and death.  By their sin, all of their posterity are born depraved _________, morally guilty, and unable to obey God's law. 

There are two primary view regarding the precise manner in which the human race was affected by Adam's fall:  (1) The natural headship or seminal view, holding to the traducian view of the origin of the soul, maintains that the entire human race was present in Adam in seed form and so participated in Adam's original sin.  (2) The representative or federal headship view maintains that Adam was the representative covenant head of the human race.  He represented the rest of humanity, so when he fell, God immediately imputed his guilt to the rest of the human race.

III.
Nature of the First sin cf. Bkerkhof, Sys Theol 222

A.
The formal sin—eating of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil cf. Wenham, Gen 62-64

The fruit was not inherently bad _______  ______, for the entire creation had been declared "very good" (1:31).  The issue, however, was the command of God.  There is much debate regarding the title "the tree of the knowledge of good and evil" (2:17).  Two primary explanations have been given:

1.
"The knowledge of good and evil" is simply a description of the consequences _____________ of obeying or disobeying the command (Kidner, Gispen).  Kidner suggests "the tree plays its part in the opportunity ____________ it offers, rather than the qualities ___________ it possesses; like a door whose name announces only what lies behind it."  In other words, the tree would reveal whether the future state of humans would be good or evil.  This may well be true, but is an inadequate explanation for knowledge appropriate ___________ only for God (Gen 3:5, 22).  Furthermore, it does not harmonize with Deut 1:39 and 2 Sam 19:36 which say that the very young and the very old do not know good and evil.

2.
"The knowledge of good and evil" indicates experiential ___________ knowledge of good and evil gained through obedience or disobedience.  This interpretation conflicts, however, with the statement of man becoming like God by eating the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for God does not have an experiential knowledge of evil __________________________________________________.

3.
"The knowledge of good and evil" is wisdom ________ or insight _________ ("the tree was desirable to make one wise" Gen 3:6).  While the acquisition of wisdom should be a top priority for humans (Prov 1:20; 2:4-5; 4:5-9), there is some knowledge which is God's sole preserve, which humans should not aspire to attain _____  __________ (Deut. 29:29 "The secret things belong to the Lord our God"; Job 16:7-8 "were you the first man to be born...do you hear the secret counsel of God?"; Job 42:3 "Therefore I have declared that which I did not understand, things too wonderful for me, which I did not know," also 38:1-42:2; Prov 30:3-4; cp. Eph 5:12-13).  

The pursuit of knowledge apart from God's revelation ___________ is a sinful assertion of human autonomy, and neglects the fear of the Lord, which is the beginning of knowledge and wisdom (Prov 1:7).  It appears that Satan did this, for he desired to be like God (Is 14:14), and in some sense did become like God (Ezek 28:6).  His sin was linked with knowledge, for he ended up corrupting __________ his knowledge (Ezek 28:6, 17).  This explanation of "knowledge of good and evil" as wisdom or insight also harmonizes with Deut 1:39 and 2 Sam 19:36, for the very young and the very old by virtue of their reduced mental capacities, do not have "the knowledge of good and evil" i.e., they lack wisdom ___________________.  

B.
The essential nature of the first sin

The essence of the first sin was that Adam and Eve placed themelves in opposition to God, for they refused to subject themselves to His revealed will ________  ________   and instead demanded that they would determine the course of their lives.  

Satan's ploy was:

to question ________ God's word ("has God said" 3:1)" then 

to discredit ________ God's word ("you surely will not die" 3:4) and then 

to malign _________ God's character ________ ("God knows that the day you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God knowing good and evil" 3:5).  

We gain some additional insights into the first sin by observing the dialogue between Satan and Eve:

It seems that Eve began to doubt God's word, for she slightly misquotes God's command found in 2:16-17.  Eve drops the "any" ("from any tree you may eat").  She also uses Satan's description of God ("God" said) instead of "the Lord God."  It appears she also began to question God's fairness, for she added to the stated commands by telling the serpent that God had said not to touch the fruit (3:3).  Once Eve began to contemplate disobedience, the longer she looked at the fruit, the better it looked (3:6).  Having accepted Satan's lies, disobedience became the only logical course of action.  

Satan may have gone to Eve because: this circumvented the divine plan for the husband to be the spiritual head of the family; Eve may have been more succeptible since she may have heard the divine command indirectly from Adam, and thus would have been more succeptible to doubt; she would be the most effective agent to reach the heart of Adam and convince him to disobey.

Larry Crabb (The Silence of Adam) argues that Adam was there with Eve when she was tempted by Satan, but he passively refused to speak up.  Crabb sees this as a paradigm for male sinfulness throughout human history.

Three arguments for Adam being present:

1.
Best fits the overall context of Gen 1-3 speaking into the darkness, etc.

2.
Gen 3:6 says Adam was "with her" Hebrew imha ("im" "with" + ha "her") denotes close proximity, even physical proximinty (cf. Judges 13:9).

3.
Context of 3:1-7 suggests Eve turned immediately to Adam and gave him the fruit.  No break in the narrative is indicated.

Elsewhere in Gen (and human history) men are destructively silent and refuse to speak in the midst of chaos (Abraham 16:2-3; Lot with the men of the city; Judah in ch. 38).

IV.
Results of the First Sin 

A.
The sinful corruption __________  of the entire human race (Rom 5:12f).  Notice that after the fall recorded in Gen 3, in the very next chapter we read of the first murder ________  __________ (4:8).  Very soon the human race was expressing wickedness so great that God had to destroy civilization (6:2f).  Of course, the flood was able to wash away everything but the sinfulness of the human heart (9:5, 20-25).

B.
Spiritual death __________  _________  —loss of eternal life, loss of communion ____________ with God ("the day that you eat from it you shall surely die" 2:17; "God called to the man and said, 'where are you?'" 3:9; "I heard the sound of Thee in the garden, and I was afraid" 3:10)

C.
Human consciousness ___________ of sin and guilt, with the accompanying shame___________ (Gen 3:7 "then the eyes of both of them were opened, and the knew they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loin coverings").

D.
Physical death __________  ____________.  Notice that the first death recorded is in 3:21, when God makes an animal skin covering for Adam and Eve.  The day they ate the fruit, they lost their immortality and began the aging process which would eventually culminate in physical death (5:5).

E.
Change of residence ___________.  

Man was driven from paradise because it represented the place of intimate communion with God.  Adam and Eve were also driven from the tree of life apparently because if  they ate from it, they would have been permanently consigned __________ to a state of alienation and death (Gen 3:22).
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