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I.
Unbiblical views

A.
Sin is a failure to live up to the human potential  ____________  ______________

This is typically related to an evolutionary view of anthropology, and sees sin as an inevitable stage of ignorance in the process of  evolutionary human development.  Sin is not viewed primarily as moral evil but as personal deficiency ____________.  The current positive thinking teachers (Schuller, Norman Vincent Peal, etc.) often seem to espouse a modified form of this view.  Schuller, for example, suggests that root of sin is simply the failure to trust God and ourselves, and to accept our inherent human worth.  Thus "our rebellion is a reaction, not our nature...the core of sin is a negative self-image, around which are stretched a maze of negative reactions" (Self-Esteem, 67).

This model trivializes sin and distortes the concept of evil.  It is based on a lop sided view of human nature and fails to account for Gen 1-3.  It also fails to explain the human situation.


B.
Sin is a privation ________________

Some philosophers (especially Leibnitz) argue that since God cannot be the cause of evil, sin must be regarded as a simple negation or privation for which no efficient cause is needed. This is explained in terms of human limitations.  Since humans as creatures are physically finite and limited, they are also morally limited.  Thus, sin is unavoidable and necessary.  

Of course, this model really doesn't solve the problem of God being the author of evil, for God created the human limitations.

C.
Sin is a lack of God consciousness __________  _________________  due to man's sensuous nature

The influential liberal theologian Friedrich Schleiermacher (one church historian commented "religiously speaking, we must concede the 19th century to Schleiermacher" A Handbook of Christian Theologians, 17) argued that human consciousness of sin is dependent upon our God consciousness.  When the sense of awareness of God awakens in a person, one immediately becomes conscious of the opposition of one's lower nature to this God consciousness.  This opposition comes from one's sensuous nature, i.e., from the soul's connection with a physical body.  God is not the author of sin, because humans wrongly conceive of this opposition as sin.  Sin has no objective existence, but exists only in the human consciousness.  

This model logically leads to unbiblical asceticism, for if the sensuous nature can be weakened, one should cease from sinning.  It also ends up making God the author of evil, for He created the sensuous nature.  It also fails to recognize that many of the most severe sins are not sensual (hatred, greed, pride, etc.).  


I.
Inadequate views

A.
Sin is a rejection of human finiteness 

NeoOrthodox theologians stress that sin is the consequence of the human attempt to usurp the prerogatives of God and reject one's finiteness or creatureliness.  It results from dissatisfaction with our natural limitations.  Sin according to this view is not the result of the fall of Adam, for the Genesis narrative is mythological.    

B.
Sin as deliberate _______________ personal wrong doing.

Sin is the choice ___________ of evil, rather than the good and loving (many Arminians, Charles Finney, Wesley).  Only deliberate, conscious choices of evil are sin.  This would logically necessitate a reduction of sin as society has less Christian consciousness.  Cohabitation isn't sinful if you don't believe it is.

C.
Sin is selfishness _________________

Sin is self-love over against love for God and others (A. H. Strong, Thiessen).  This is often explained as putting one's self in the place of God.  While there is much truth to this model of sin (for sin certainly involves supplanting God with self—cf. Satan's boast in Is 14:13-14), it isn't a complete model.  

While all selfishness is sin, one cannot say that selfishness is the essence of sin, for a higher standard than one's own sense of self is needed to define sin.  One may be devoid of a conscious sense of selfishness, and yet sin.  

This model can lead to a distorted ethic, recently exemplified by Joseph Fletcher's Situation Ethics ____________  __________.  Fletcher argued that the only ethical norm is love, and the end of love always justifies the means.  The morality (including the sinfulness or lack of sinfulness) of any given act cannot be predetermined, but must be weighted in each individual situation based on the intention of the doer and the loving consequences of the behavior.  

D.
Sin is pride ___________

Adherents of this view often rightly point out that the nature of the first cosmic sin was pride, for Satan arrogantly attempted to usurp God Himself: Is 14:13-14 "I will ascent to heaven, I will raise my throne above the stars of God...I will make myself like the most high."  Paul cautions against young Christians falling into the original sin of pride ("lest being puffed up he fall into the condemnation of the devil" 1 Tim 3:6; Jude 6 "angels who did not keep their own domain, but abandoned their proper abode").  

Pride also seems to have been involved in the first human sin ("for God knows that the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened and you will be like God" Gen 3:5).  Augustine noted "and what is the origin of our evil but pride?  For 'pride is the beginning of sin' Ecclus. 10:13."  

As with the previous view, however, one could be consciously devoid of pride or the desire to usurp God's authority, and yet sin.  "Sin as pride" is very helpful to explain a critical aspect of sin (cf. esp. Rom 1:18-21, 25, 28, 32), but as a definition of sin it places the focus on human consciousness and not on the character and revelation of God. 

III.
A Biblical description of sin

Erickson notes that the biblical terms for sin focus on the causes, character, and results of sin:


A.
Sin as wandering astray, as error ____________ (cause of sin)

In the OT, the Hebrew words shagah and shagag and their derivatives are used to indicate going astray (literally and figuratively).  Generally the error is viewed as unintentional ________________, and as such merited a lesser punishment.  However, when God's law is violated unintentionally, the act is still considered sinful (Lev 4:2-3, 22-24, 27-28).  ILL MAN AT PORTLAND CHURCH AFTER I PREACHED ON ABORTION SAYING THAT GOD UNDERSTOOD THAT HE DIDN'T KNOW THEN WHAT HE KNOWS NOW, AND THAT THEY MADE A DECISION UNDER THE PRESSURE OF THE MOMENT.

This Hebrew word group shows that there is an objective standard for morality, which is God's word (Ps 119:67 "before I was afflicted I went astray, but now I keep Thy word"—also Eccles 10:5).  Any deviation from His revealed will is sinful, in spite of one's intentions _______________.

In the NT planao and planomai (, ) are used to indicate wandering astray or error.  These terms carry the connotation of being deceived ___________, and as in the OT, while the consequences for sins that result from being deceived as less than those resulting from knowledgeable rebellion, the clear implication is that one should not have been deceived (Mark 13:5 "see to it that no one misleads you"; 1 John 3:7), and that one is still culpable for going astray (for example, Eve was deceived by Satan, 1 Tim 2:14, but she still faced severe consequences for her sin).  While Satan will use deception to lead people into sin, even through miraculous signs and false wonders during the tribulation, God will allow this "deluding influence" and will judge these sinners because they "did not believe the truth, but took pleasure in wickedness" (2 Thess 2:9-12).  Deception is generally part of sin for the believer, but it doesn't take away the sinfulness of it.  We are still responsible for our moral choices. 

A study of the use of  in the NT shows that the source of the deception which is connected with sin can be internal __________ ("deceived, enslaved to our various lusts and pleasures"—Titus 3:3), or external ___________, from false teachers (1 John 2:26; 3:7) or Satan himself (Rev 12:9; 13:14; 18:23).  Calvin Miller, The Singer 62-66.  This aspect of sin should give us great compassion for sinners, knowing that they are searching for love, pleasure, significance, etc. in illegitimate ways.  As Pascal said, "All men seek happiness.  This is without exception.  Whatever different means they employ, they all tend to the same end.  The cause of some going to war, and of others avoiding it, is the same desire in both, attended with different views.  The will never takes the least step but to this object.  This is the motive of every man, even of those who hang themselves" (Piper, Desiring God, 15).     

B.
Sin as inattention ____________ (cause of sin)

In the NT, the term parakoe () means "unwillingness to hear" or "hearing amiss."  It is used to indicate disobedience which results from inattention.  The verbal form () indicates taking no heed (Matt 18:17) or hearing without heeding (Mark 5:36).  This is in keeping with the NT concept that simply having or hearing the law of God is not enough, one must attend to the law and obey it (Matt 7:24-27; James 1:22-25).  Also carries the idea of refusing to hear—as in Matt 18:17 case of church discipline when one refuses to listen to the church.  Often see this in cases of divorce. 

c.
sin as perversion _________________ (character of sin)

In the OT the term awah means "to bend or twist."  It is used in a literal sense in Is 21:3 "I am bent down so that I cannot hear."  In Is 24:1 it describes the judgment of God "the Lord will lay waste the earth and make it desolate, and He will twist its surface."  In Is 21:3 it describes a twisted mind in contrast to a sound mind "a man is commended according to his good sense, but one of perverse mind is despised."  Erickson notes that when awah denotes sin, it often connects the sin with its consequences ______________ ("Ephraim will stumble in his guilt" Hosea 5:5; also 14:1-2).  Erickson adds "the one who sins becomes twisted or distorted as it were.  The true nature for which and in which man was created (the image and likeness of God) is disturbed.  This is both the result and the cause of sin" (Christian Theology, 575).

Theologically, sin is always a perversion of the gracious plan of God, and implies a distortion _____________   of His character ______________ (if we really believed that God is good, loving, and truthful, we would never have a logical basis to sin).  The first sin in Gen 3 clearly reveals sin as perversion.  The sin itself was perversion, the act itself twisted the manner in which God wanted to give Adam and Eve knowledge. It was also based on the perversion of God's word ("indeed has God said"; "you shall not eat it or touch it"; the day you eat it your eyes will be opened"). 

Scripture is patently clear that God is wise and gracious, and desires the best for His creation (Ps 84:11 "the Lord gives grace and glory; no good thing does He withhold from those who walk uprightly; John 10:10 "I came that they might have life, and might have it abundantly").  His word and His commandments reflect His love and wisdom.  They are given to enhance life and peace (Ps 119—"may Thy lovingkindness also come to me, O Lord, Thy salvation according to Thy word" v. 41; all Thy commandments are faithful" v. 86; "those who love Thy law have great peace, and nothing causes them to stumble" v. 165).  Sin always distorts God's wonderful, wise plan.  Since Satan doesn't have the power to create, all he can do is tempt humans to sin through distorting __________  God's intentions ____________ for humanity.   III Newsweek editorial on gay marriages  

Sin always perverts God's plan.  For example, murder perverts the divine concept of human dignity and worth, and destroys a precious creation of God (a human being made in His image).  Sex outside of marriage perverts the wonderful plan of God for sexual intimacy to be the expression and bond of a secure, life time loving relationship between a husband and wife.  It can lead to unwanted pregnancies, which pervert God's plan for a nuclear family to be the place where in a loving, secure environment children and produced and nurtured.  Dishonesty perverts individual human relationships and twists God's plan for the entire community, and also perverts the reflection of God's image in humans, for God is truth.  Virtually every sin can ultimately be traced to a perversion of the plan ________ of God, a perversion of the character __________ of God, and a perversion of the image ___________ of God which is to be seen in human beings.

This aspect of sin as a perversion of the gracious plan of God is what Plantinga calls "the vandalism of shalom."  Plantinga correctly states "in the Bible, shalom means universal flourishing, wholeness, and delight—a rich state of affairs in which natural needs are satisfied and natural gifts fruitfully employed, a state of affairs that inspires joyful wonder as its Creator and Savior opens doors and welcomes the creatures in whom he delights.  Shalom, in other words, is the way things ought to be...God hates sin not just because it violates his law but, more substantively, because it violates shalom, because it breaks the peace, because it interferes with the way things are supposed to be...God is for shalom and therefore against sin" (Not the Way Its Supposed to Be, 10, 14).  

D.
sin as irreverence _______________ (character of sin)


Particularly in the NT, sin is described as irreverence, impiety, or godlessness.  This is communicated through the use of the terms asebeia, asebeo (, , ).  The a (alpha privative) on the beginning of these Greek words negates the term sebo (/) which refers to worship or reverence.  Thus, this word group indicates that sin is the denial of the worship __________ and reverence ____________ due to God.  This is seen in Jude 15, where God's judgment is pronounced for "the ungodly deeds...and of all the harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him [God].  This aspect of sin is seen in humans who don't respond with reverence and fear toward God's grace, but rather are "ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into licentiousness and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ" (Jude 4).  The wonder of God's grace is that Christ died for the impious or ungodly (Rom 5:6), and they can be forgiven (Rom 4:5; 11:26).    

The Greek word group adikeo, adikia (, , ) is broader in scope, but also indicates irreverence or irreligion, and is normally translated as "unrighteousness" (Luke 13:27; 16:10; 1 Pet 3:18) or "wrong" (Col 3:25; Philm 18).  Again, the a on the beginning of these terms negates the word dikey () which means "righteousness or justice" and indicates the absence of righteousness, and hence behavior which deviates from God's standard __________ of righteousness.  

E.
Sin as rebellion ________________ 

Closely related to the concept of sin as irreverence is sin as rebellion _____________.  In the OT, sin is commonly viewed this way through the use of the terms pasha and pesha.  This word group is used to refer to rebellion against a human king (1 Ki 12:19), but more frequently rebellion against God Himself (Is 1:2 "Sons have I reared and brought up, but they have rebelled against Me"; Ez 2:3 "I send you to a nation of rebels who have rebelled against Me").    ILL guy at Christ Church who rejected my talk on sexual ethics and said that he would express his sexuality as He chose to, and God could damn him if He didn't like it.  As scary as this kind of arrogant rebellion is, don't we all rebel against God almighty in a more underhanded manner when we commit sexual sin of any kind?  When we violate any of God's known laws?

Some OT scholars and theologians argue this Hebrew word group which pictures sin as rebellion is the most significant ____________ group of words for sin in the OT (Bernard Ramm, Offense to Reason, 95).  This concept of sin as rebellion was unknown in other ancient religions, for only Judaism had a developed concept of religion as a covenant relationship with God.  In this OT framework, sin is rebellion against the love _________ covenant of God (cf. the use of chesed—Ex 34:6-7; Ps 86:15; 103:8), and hence is a hideous offense.  The Hebrew word ma 'al also conveys the concept of sin as treachery (Lev 26:40 "in their treachery which they committed against Me").

In the NT, apeitheia and apeitheo (, , ) indicate disobedience or rebellion.  Sin as rebellion or disobedience is applicable to Israel (Luke 1:17), the Jews who failed to enter the promised land (Heb 3:18), ancient Gentiles before Christ (Heb 11:31), and Gentiles in the first century (Rom 1:30).  It describes the pre Christian life in which individuals are part of Satan's kingdom, and walk according to his plan, not the plan of the creator God (Eph 2:2 "of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience").  

Since God is the Lord of the universe, the creator and sustainer of all, He deserves the full honor and obedience of the human race He created.  Thus, sin in a very real sense is cosmic treason ___________  _____________, for it is rebellion against the one true and worthy Master (Phil 2:10-11 "that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow...and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord"; Jude 4 "who turn the grace of our God into licentiousness and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ"; cp. Rev 13:3-5; 14:9-11).  This helps us understand God's harsh treatment of sin.  Cf. Sproule, Holiness of God, 151-53 

F.
sin as Missing the Mark (character of sin)

This is the most common ____________  biblical description of sin.  In the OT, the verb chata conveys sin as missing the mark.  A literal use of chata is found in Judges 20:16 with reference to marksmen who "could sling a stone at a hair, and not miss".  Again in Prov 19:2 we read "he who makes haste with his feet misses his way."  While some might argue that missing the mark carries the implication of a failed but noble attempt (Kushner's comment), and thus should indicate a mistake rather than sin, this is not how chata is viewed in the OT.  In fact, this is the term used in Is 53:12 of the suffering servant who "He Himself bore the sin of many" (also Lev 24:15).  On occasion chata does refer to unintentional behavioral deviations, but is not called an unintentional mistake but a "sin of ignorance ______  ____  ___________" which requires a sin (chata) offering (Lev 4:22-24, 27-29, 32 "sin offering").  

In the NT hamartia, and hamartano (, ) convey this view of sin.  This word group is by far the most prominent of all NT terms for sin (almost 300 occurrences).  As with the OT use of chata, the hamartia word group denotes sin in relationship to a divine standard _______  ____________, not in terms of human intention (Luke 15:18 "father, I have sinned against heaven"; John 5:14 "you are made whole, go and sin no more").  Ultimately, sin is a failure to hit the mark of God's character ___________.  Thus one can sin even without having the revealed law of God (Rom 2:12 "as many as have sinned without the law").  Erickson notes regarding hamartia "this sin is always against God, since it is failure to hit the mark which he has set, his standard" (Christian Theology, 569). 

While one can sin against the body (1 Cor 3:16-17) and against other people (Luke 17:3; 1 Cor 8:12), the body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, and other humans are created by God to glorify God (1 Cor 8:6; 10:31), so ultimately, all sin is against God.

G.
Sin as transgression _________________ (character of sin)

The Hebrew word avar is used about 600 times in the OT, generally in a literal sense to indicate "pass over" or "cross over."  When this term is used metaphorically, it indicates transgressing a command or going over a moral boundary which has been set by God (Deut 17:2 "a man or a woman who does what is evil in the sight of the Lord...by transgressing His covenant"; Num 14:41-42 "why are you transgressing the command of the Lord?").  In the NT the terms parabasis and parabaino (, ) also describe the transgression of a human command (Matt 15:2-3), a specific command of God (Rom 5:14 "those who had not sinned in the likeness of Adam's transgression") Mosaic law  (Rom 2:23, 25), and divine law (James 2:9).

This aspect of sin again gives it an objective ____________ quality and a divine referent __________.  It is the specific violation of the law of God.  

IV.
Summary of sin

A.
Sin must always be viewed in relationship to God __________ and His attributes ____________

W. S. Plumer notes "We never see sin aright until we see it as against God...All sin is against God in this sense: that it is His law that is broken, His authority that is despised, His government is set at naught...Pharaoh and Balaam, Saul and Judas each said 'I have sinned,' but the returning prodigal said, 'I have sinned against heaven and before Thee.'

Stephen Charnock correctly notes "all sin whatsoever is built upon some false notion or monstrous conception of one or another of God's perfections" (The Existence and Attributes of God, 2.92).  The nature of the temptation of Eve supports this contention.

Ultimately, sin is always measured by God's plumb line of moral perfection _______  ______________.  It is His righteousness and holiness which forms the basis for measuring all human behavior.  More specifically, the revealed will of God is what delineates sin for humans.  Thus, regardless of whether humans are aware of, comprehend, or agree with God's standards, the violation of them constitutes sin.  While God takes our intentions and lack of knowledge into account in terms of His response to sin (Acts 17:30-31), His standard is still in place, and His character not human consciousness, is the final arbiter of morality.  

While human sin hurts other humans, ultimately, we sin against God, for He is our creator and the one whose image we are to reflect.  It is ultimately His law we violate when sin.  Thus, sin must always be viewed in relationship to God.  Thus while David had damaged and even destroyed numerous other people through his adultery with Bathsheba and murder of Uriah, he was correct to pray "Against Thee, Thee only I have sinned, and done what is evil in Thy sight" (Ps 51:4). 

B.
Sin must always be defined in terms of the revealed will ___________  ________ of God

There is an objective standard for sin—the Word of God.  Sin is the violation of the revealed law of God— 1 John 3:4 "sin is lawlessness."  Sin as a violation of the revealed will of God includes both special and general revelation, for God's law is written on the human heart through the conscience (Rom 2:14-16)

C.
Sin involves far more than just overt ________ acts

"Sin, in the biblical perspective, is both an act and a state.  It entails separation from God as well as a deliberate violation of His will" (Donald Bloesch, Essentials of Evangelical Theology, 1, 93). Fundamentalist school that advertised it was "30 miles from any known sin"  CS. Lewis ill in Screwtape letters 17-18

Sin includes a disposition or nature which results in a state of condemnation and moral corruption—Rom 5:18 "so then through one transgression there resulted condemnation to all men"; Eph 4:17-19.

It includes thoughts and intents (Matt 5:27-28 "you have heard that it was said 'you shall not commit adultery' but I say to you that everyone who looks on a woman to lust for her has committed adultery with her already in his heart").

It includes doing the right things for the wrong reasons (Matt 6:1-6, 16-18).  1 Ki 15:1-6; 2 Chron 13:1-19--Abijah  A comparision of the accounts of Abijah's life found in 1 Ki 15 and 2 Chron 13 is very revealing.  The Chronicles' account highlights the orthodoxy of his beliefs and behavior, while the Kings account summarizes his life as one of moral failure, and indicates that God was not pleased with him and allowed him to rule and have an heir only for the sake of David.  Abijah's theology and practice were soundly orthodox.  He understood the monarchy rested on God's gracious covenant with his people (2 Chron 13:5).  He affirmed the truth of the Mosaic law, proclaimed Yahweh as the only true God, and rejected idol worship (2 Chron 13:8-12.  He worshipped Yahweh (2 Chron 13:10-11), and boldly called on the people to trust Him alone for victory (2 Chron 13:12-14).

Thus far, we see a man who appears to be the epitomy of godliness.  He is like many Christian leaders whose theology and Christian service are inscrutable, yet God declares them failures.  Much like the Pharisees of Jesus' day, we see Abijah's failure in two key areas: while his obedience to Mosaic law was zealous, it was highly selective, for he hypocritically condemned idol worship while still practicing select forms of it himself (1 Kings 15:12).  Secondly, he was not wholly devoted to God in his heart (1 Ki 15:3).  He apparently did the right things for the wrong reason.

It includes behavior which is not inherently sinful, but which becomes sinful because it violates a weak conscience and thus is not done with a right attitude of faith toward God (Rom 14:14, 23).

It includes the failure to act (James 4:17).

D.
Ultimately, sin is a matter of the heart ____________

Scripture repeatedly describes sin a having its source in the heart, i.e., the heart as the inner core of the person (Matt 15:19 "for out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, slanders"; Luke 6:45 "the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart.  For out of the overflow of his heart his mouth speaks").  Since all humans are sinners, and the heart is the inner seat of the person, the sin problem is the result of a morally depraved heart (Jer 17:1, 9 "the sin of Judah is written down with an iron stylus; with a diamond point it is engraved upon the tablet of their heart...The heart is more deceitful than all else and is desperately sick").  

Hoekema notes "sin has its source not in the body nor in any one of man's various capacities, but in the very center of his being, in his heart.  Since sin has poisoned the very fountain of life, all of life is bound to be affected by it" (Created in God's Image, 172).

This principle has powerful implications for the sanctification of the believer.  Biblically the dynamic of sin is a matter of the affections and lusts of the heart (cf. James 1:14 "but each one is tempted when he is carried away by his own lust"; cp. 1 John 2:16).  Thus, the great Puritan scholar John Owen argued that the key to overcoming sin lies in the mortification ______________ (putting to death) of the sinful affections of the heart.  He notes "sin carries on its war by entangling the affections and drawing them into an alliance against the mind.  Grace may be enthroned in the mind, but if sin controls the affections, it has seized a fort from which it will continually assault the soul.  Hence...mortification is chiefly directed to take place upon the affections" (Sin and Temptation, ed. James Houston, 28).  



E.
Sin has an absolute ______________ character.  

The early Christian monastics delineated the "seven deadly sins" from which all other sins were thought to arise.  These were generally listed as: vainglory or pride; covetousness; lust (inordinate sexual desire); envy; gluttony (generally understood as drunkenness); anger; sloth.

Roman Catholic theologians followed the distinctions made by Tertullian and between sins which simply cause a weakness ____________ to the soul (venial sins) and those which cause spiritual death (mortal sins).  When one goes to confession and receives the sacrament of penance, all mortal sins must be confessed, for if one dies in a state of mortal sin, he or she will be eternally damned.

The New Catholic People's Encyclopedia (3.639), says mortal sin has three characteristics: (1) the offense itself must be gravely wrong (such as murder or adultery); (2) the offender must know that the offense is gravely wrong; (3) the offender must be free __________ in the commission of the offense. 

Biblically, however, are no gradations _______________ between good and evil.  Sin is not a lesser degree of goodness, but a positive evil.  Humans cannot be morally neutral, for Scripture describes us as either evil or righteous, with God or against God, in the flesh or in the Spirit (Matt 12:30; Rom 8:5-10).  

All sin causes spiritual death (Rom 6:23; Gal 3:10; James 2:10 "whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has become guilty of all"), and thus Scripture admits no such distinctions as venial and moral sin.  A careful examination of the NT "vice lists" (lists of sins) is rather surprising both in the diversity of the lists and in the juxtaposition of what are often considered more serious with less serious sins (cf. Rom 1:29-30; Col 3:5, 8-9; 2 Tim 3:2-4).

Thus, in the Screwtape Letters by C.S. Lewis, a demon tells his junior demon "but do remember, the only thing that matters is the extent to which you separate the man from the enemy [God].  It does not matter how small the sins are, provided the cumulative effect is to edge the man away from the Light and out into the Nothing.  Murder is no better than cards if cards can do the trick.  Indeed, the safest road to Hell is the gradual one—the gentle slope, soft underfoot, without sudden turnings, without milestones, without signposts."

At the same time, some sin brings far greater and more destructive consequences, and hence some are cited as sins God hates (Ps 11:5; Prov 6:16-19) or as abominations (idolatry—Deut 7:25-26; witchcraft—Deut 18:9-12; sacrificing blemished animals—Deut 17:1; homosexuality—Lev 18:22; 20:13; sacrificing children to idols—Deut 12:31).  While all sin separates us from God and causes spiritual death, there are gradations of punishment for sin based on one's knowledge ____________ (Luke 12:47-48 "that servant who knows his mater's will and...does not do what his master wants will be beaten with many blows.  But the one who does not know and does things deserving of punishment will be beaten with few blows"; Matt. 11:24 "Nevertheless I say to you that it shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of judgment, than for you"; 1 Tim 1:13 "though I was formerly a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent aggressor, and yet I was shown mercy because I acted ignorantly and in unbelief"), one's willfulness ___________ (Lev 4:22-23; Num 15:27-30—"sins of the high hand"), the degree of perversion ____________ from the plan of God (cf. Rom 1:26-27; Lev 20:16), and the consequences ______________ upon society in general or individuals in particular (Lev 20:9-27; Deut 12:31).

Cornelius Plantinga states "All sin is equally wrong but not all sin is equally bad Acts are either right or wrong, either consonant with God's will or not.  But among good acts some are better than others, and among wrong acts some are worse than others...The badness or seriousness of sin depends to some degree on the amount and kind of damage it inflicts, including damage to the sinner, and to some degree on the personal investment and motive of the sinner" (Not the Way Its Supposed to Be, 21-22).

While Calvin and Luther strongly rejected the Catholic doctrine of venial and mortal sins, they noted differences in kind.  Luther, for example, described gradations in the seriousness of certain sins.  He distinguished two kinds of fleshly people, the first show their fleshliness by yielding to their passions and lusts (such as drunkards and adulterers), the second type show their fleshliness while subduing their lusts and ostensibly practicing virtue (as the Pharisees).  He pronounced the latter group far worse than the former.  In a similar manner, C.S. Lewis discusses the nature of sin and says:

"If anyone thinks that Christians regard unchastity [sexual sin] as the supreme vice, he is quite wrong.  The sins of the flesh are bad, but they are the least bad of all sins.  All the worst pleasures are purely spiritual ____________: the pleasure of putting other people in the wrong, of bossing and patronising and spoiling sport, and backbiting; the pleasures of power, of hatred...That is why a cold, self-righteous prig who goes regularly to church may be far nearer to hell than a prostitute.  But, of course, it is better to be neither ___________" (Mere Christianity, 94-95). 

v.
Suggested definitions of sin

"Sin is a lack of conformity to God's revealed will, the willful refusal by the creature of God to hold the Creator and His expressed will (moral law) by faith as the center and sphere of life, and the attempted establishment of the creature himself as an independent being" (Robert Cook, class notes, 294)

Sin is a "lack of conformity to the moral law of God, either in act, disposition or state" (A. H. Strong, Systematic Theology, 223).

"Sin is any lack of conformity, active or passive, to the moral law of God.  This may be a matter of act, of thought, or of inner disposition or state" (Erickson, Christian Theology, 578).

"A sin is any act—any thought, desire, emotion, word, or deed—or its particular absence, that displeases God and deserves blame.  Let us add that the disposition to commit sins displeases God and deserves blame, and let us therefore use the word sin to refer to such instances of both act and disposition.  Sin is a culpable and personal affront to a personal God" (Not the Way It's Supposed to Be, 13).

Nature of Sin, Dr. Steve Tracy, p. 20

