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The Fall

1. What is the Pelagian understanding of human sin and depravity via the fall?

Humans are FREE MORAL AGENTS born morally pure.  BLAMED hUMAN SIN not inherited as a result of the fall, but on bad examples.  some individuals do choose the good and perfectly obey God.  Death is not the result of the fall, for God originally created humans mortal

2. What is the semi-Pelagian understanding of human sin and depravity via the fall?


born morally SICK/weak, not radically fallen.  moral corruption transmitted from Adam does not merit the wrath of God, and is not total corruption.  Humans become guilty before God when they give in to their weakened nature and choose to sin. free will was weakened, but not eliminated.  Thus, the fall affected the human race, but not radically.  

3. What is the Arminian understanding of human sin and depravity via the fall?


Humans are born morally depraved, but due to prevenient grace are free moral agents. Adam's fall brought guilt, punishment, and moral inabilityon the entire human race.  Through Christ's atonement, however, prevenient grace (grace which "comes before" all human decision and endeavor—cf. Rom 5:6-8) enables all sinners to cooperate with the Holy Spirit and respond to God.  Wesley argued that the guilt all humans inherit from Adam is canceled by prevenient grace so that humans are essentially born innocent until they personally choose to sin.

4. What is the Augustinian/Reformed understanding of human sin and depravity via the fall?


Humans are born morally depraved and impotent due to original sin inherited from Adam.  God created Adam and Eve, He put them in a situation of initial moral probation.  They were created morally pure and innocent, but persons in a state of childlike innocence could only be perfected through a process of moral decision making.  The tree of the knowledge of good and evil provided the opportunity for moral decision making.  If Adam and Eve would have passed this probation, they would have been confirmed in love for God and holiness, but they fell.  Their fall plunged the human race into sin and death.  By their sin, all of their posterity are born depraved, morally guilty, and unable to obey God's law.

5. With respect to the essential nature of the first sin, what was Satan's three-fold ploy?


to question God's word ("has God said" 3:1)" then


to discredit God's word ("you surely will not die" 3:4) and then 


to malign God's character ("God knows that the day you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God knowing good and evil" 3:5).  

6. What were the five results of the first sin?


a.
The sinful corruption of the entire human race (Rom 5:12f) (HA! Poor Greek Student?)


b.
Spiritual death —loss of eternal life, loss of communion with God ("the day that you eat from it you shall surely die" 2:17; "God called to the man and said, 'where are you?'" 3:9; "I heard the sound of Thee in the garden, and I was afraid" 3:10)

C.
Human consciousness of sin and guilt, with the accompanying shame (Gen 3:7 "then the eyes of both of them were opened, and the knew they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loin coverings").

D.
Physical death.  Notice that the first death recorded is in 3:21, when God makes an animal skin covering for Adam and Eve.  The day they ate the fruit, they lost their immortality and began the aging process which would eventually culminate in physical death (5:5).

E.
Change of residence.  Man was driven from paradise because it represented the place of intimate communion with God.  Adam and Eve were also driven from the tree of life apparently because if  they ate from it, they would have been permanently consigned to a state of alienation and death (Gen 3:22).


The Nature of Sin

1
With respect to sin as wandering astray, what is the significance of the Bible as an objective standard for morality?


Any deviation from His revealed will is sinful, in spite of one's intentions.

2. What is the aspect of sin as perversion?  What is perverted?  How does this relate to the vandalism of shalom?


Virtually every sin can ultimately be traced to a perversion of the plan of God, a perversion of the character of God, and a perversion of the image of God which is to be seen in human beings.


because it breaks the peace, because it interferes with the way things are supposed to be...God is for shalom and therefore against sin

3. What makes sin as rebellion such a horrible offense?


sin is rebellion against the love covenant of God


4. What is the most common biblical description of sin?  What does it tell us about unintentional violations of God's law?


sin as missing the mark.  sin is a failure to hit the mark of God's character; thus, one can sin even without having the revealed law of God

5. Why must sin always be viewed in relationship to God and His attributes?


He is our creator and the one whose image we are to reflect.  It is ultimately His law we violate when sin.

6. What can sin involve other than an overt act?


a disposition or nature which results in a state of condemnation and moral corruption


thoughts and intents


 doing the right things for the wrong reasons


behavior which is not inherently sinful, but which becomes sinful because it violates a weak conscience and thus is not done with a right attitude of faith toward God (Rom 14:14, 23)


It includes the failure to act (James 4:17).

7. Describe the absolute character of sin.  If sin has an absolute character, why does Scripture say that God hates certain sins in particular?


Sin is not a lesser degree of goodness, but a positive evil.  There are no gradations between good and evil.


All sin is equally wrong but not all sin is equally bad

8. Gradations of punishment for sin are based on what four things?


one's knowledge


one's willfulness


degree of perversion from the plan of God


consequences upon society in general or individuals in particular

9. What is inadequate about the views of sin as deliberate wrong doing, selfishness, and pride?


This would logically necessitate a reduction of sin as society has less Christian consciousness.


a higher standard than one's own sense of self is needed to define sin. One may be devoid of a conscious sense of selfishness or pride, and yet sin.


places the focus on human consciousness and not on the character and revelation of God

Original Sin

1. What is the biblical concept of "corporate solidarity?"  How is it related to the doctrine of original sin?


unity of the many in the one. All humanity sinned and died in Adam. (ha!)

2. What is the natural headship view of original sin?  Give 2 arguments to support it.


The entire human race was present in Adam in a seminal (genetic) way.


The entire seminal human race sinned (i. e., Adam and Eve) with the resulting depravity and corruption of the nature of the entire race.


A depraved nature is passed on as a part of the person each time a new soul is generated from its parents.


Guilt is imputed to all humans on the basis of our realistic (corporate) solidarity with Adam.  We were "in Adam" in seed form when he sinned, so in a sense we sinned when he sinned.


+ This view gives the best explanation for humans sinning in Adam (when Adam sinned, I sinned, since genetically, I was in Adam).


+ This view avoids the difficulties of the creationist view of the origin of the soul, and best explains the depravity of the soul. 

3. What is the representative headship or federal view of original sin.  Give 2 arguments to support it.


Adam was appointed by God as the representative head of the entire race.  


God determined a period of probation for Adam.  If he obeyed during this period, he and the entire human race would received eternal life.  If he disobeyed, he and the entire race would receive death.  This is often described in terms of a "covenant of works" God made with Adam.


The consequences of Adam's sin are passed on to the entire race, because God made all humans recipients of the covenant promises.


Because Adam sinned, guilt from his sin is imputed to all.


Because of the covenental provisions, God creates souls with depraved natures.


+ Rom 5:12, 19 can be explained in terms of a covenant.  "Death spread because all sinned" can be explained based on the fact that in Adam, all humans were parties to the covenant.  In a parallel fashion, life is given through Christ and His new covenant.


+ This view best explains why the transfer of guilt is related only to Adam's first sin.

Human Depravity and the effects of the fall

1. What does the doctrine of pervasive human depravity essentially mean?


Sin is absolutely universal in the human race.


In their own strength, humans can't and won't turn to God.


humans can't in any way gain or merit God's favor.


sin is universally present in every unregenerate human action


Sin corrupts every aspect of the human constitution


Humans are far more sinful and capable of evil than they realize

2. What doesn't the doctrine of total human depravity mean?


Each human will engage in every kind of sin



Each human will sin to the greatest possible extent


Humans have no sensitivity toward sin; they are so corrupt that their conscience does not convict of sin


That sinners have no appreciation for what is good

Erickson

1.
What is Erickson's understanding of the imputation of Adam's sin?  How does this view differ from the Arminian position? (cf. p. 656; 639 old version)
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