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LORD

"Lord" (Kuvrio") is one of the most significant titles for Christ in the New Testament and in the early church.  For example, the phrase"Jesus is Lord" was the principle confession ___________  __________ of faith for Paul and his churches (Rom 10:9; 1 Cor 12:3; Phil 2:11; Col 2:6). 

In classical Greek, kurio" used adverbially meant, "having power, authoritative", whereas in the noun form it meant, "lord, ruler, one who has control (over people, things, or himself)."  It always contained the idea of legality and authority ___________ (Bietenhard, "Kurio"" in DNTT, 2:510).  In the New Testament, kurio" occurs 717 times, primarily in Luke's writings (210) and in Paul's (275).  This phenomenon might be explained by the fact that Paul and Luke wrote primarily to Greek influenced readers.   Kurio" is used in a secular sense in the New Testament to mean owner or employer.  It is typically used in relationship to "slave" (Mat.10:24 f. 18:25, 27; 25:19; Lk. 12:36 f. Eph. 6:5,9; Col. 3:22).  Again, the concept of authority is clearly seen.

The use of kurio"  as applied to Christ during His earthly ministry probably goes back to the title Rabbi _________ (cf. Jn. 4:14; 5:7; 6:34; 13:6) and "implies recognition of Jesus as a leader, and willingness to obey him" (Mat. 7:21; 21:29; Lk. 6:46).  When kurio" is used of the ascended ___________ Jesus, it comes from one of the oldest Christian creeds, which was intended to acknowledge the church's submission to Christ as well as their recognition that He was ruler __________ over the world (Ro. 10:9a; 1 Cor. 12:3; Phil. 2:11; cp. world ruler [kosmokratwr] in Eph. 6:12).  The degree of authority implicit in kurio" is seen by its use in relationship to God the Father.  H. Bietenhard comments:

God has raised Jesus from the dead and exalted him to the position of universal kurio".  Moreover, he has 'bestowed on him the name which is above every name'; (Phil. 2:9f. cp. Is. 45:23f. ) i.e., his own name of Lord and with it the position corresponding to the name.  The exalted kurio" rules over all mankind (Ro. 14:9).  All powers and beings in the universe must bow the knee before him.  When that happens, God the Father will be worshipped (Eph. 1:20; 1 Pe. 3:22).  This is further implied in the fact that Christ is called the ruler over all the kings of the earth, Lord of lords and King of kings (Rev. 1:5; 17:14; 19:15f.).  In this way Jesus Christ received the same titles of honor as God himself (1 Tim. 6:15; cf. Dan. 2:47).

Thus, while the term kurio" in the NT denotes authority, it is also a reference to deity ___________.  In the ancient world it was frequently used in religious contexts of the deities, for in the New Testament era the gods and godesses such as Isis, Osiris and Serapis are frequently called "lord."  It is also important to note that by the time of Nero the Roman emporer is called "lord" and ascribed worship.  In the Septuagint kurio" is used over 9,000 times, and over 6,000 _____________  of these references are of Yahweh, the personal name for God.  Thus there was a well established tradition in the Jewish and Roman world of understanding kurio" to refer to deity, which is clearly the import in many New Testament texts (Phil 2:10-11; 1 Thess 4:15-5:2).  While many liberal scholars assert that the concept of Christ being lord was a later creation of the church and surely did not come from Christ Himself, the evidence contradicts this.  Specifically, the Aramaic phrase "maranatha _____________" (1 Cor 16:22-23; Rev 22:20) which means "come Lord" was a very early prayer of the Aramaic-speaking Jewish Christians, probably before Paul's time.  This indicates that from the inception of the church, believers understood Christ to be the authoritative, divine Lord, surely based on His own statements (cf. Mark 12:35-37, citation of Ps 110:1).
CHRIST (MESSIAH)

"Christ" is one of the most frequent ___________ terms for Jesus in the NT and in Christian tradition.  It comes from a Greek word meaning "annointed one."  It had no religious significance in Greek culture prior to ancient Jewish and Christian influences.  Annointing with oil had special significance in Jewish culture, and was used when setting a person apart for special service ___________, such as a priest or a king (Ex 28:41; 1 Sam 9:15-16; 16:3).  In the post exilic period, a restored Davidic monarchy is pictured (Hag 2:20-23; cp. Matt 1:12), and out of this hope arose belief in a coming Messiah or "annointed one" who would triumph over the pagan nations and restore Israel (cf. Acts 1:6).  While the ancient Jews had differing views of the coming Messiah (in the Qumran literature, there are two different messiah figures, one of Israel and one of Aaron), widespread expectations developed of a coming Messiah who would rule and fulfill God's promises to Israel.

In the NT, the Greek term for Christ (christos) is concentrated in the Pauline letters, suggesting that it quickly became an important part of the Christian vocabulary.  While sometimes it is used in a formula which might not clearly convey the concept of Messiah to a Gentile reader ("Lord Jesus Christ"), it is also used as an explicit Messianic title (Rom 9:5 "the Messiah according to the flesh").  Paul most frequently uses christos in the context of Jesus' death __________ and resurrection ____________ (Rom 3:23; 5:6-7; Gal 3:13).  In the general epistles christos is used most frequently in the context of suffering (1 Pet 1:11; 2:21).  This emphasis may be due in part to the Jewish resistance to a "suffering Messiah" a concept integral to the Christian understanding of Jesus as the annointed one (Is 53:2-5). 

SON OF MAN

This is the most common ________________ phrase for Christ in the gospels apart from the term "Jesus."  It is used in all four gospels, but once in the rest of the NT (Acts 7:56, though Heb 2:6, Rev 1:13 and Rev 14:14 have “a son of man”).  It is not used in the NT by other people to refer to Christ, and thus is not found in the confessional statements.  It was solely used by Christ of Himself.  Jesus repeatedly chose to call Himself “Son of man” as opposed to “the Messiah.”  I. Howard Marshall (Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels, pp. 775-781) notes the following about “the Son of man” as recorded in the gospels:

Based on “the son of man” in Daniel 7, some (esp. Barnabas Lindners) have argued that this phrase is not a specific messianic ______________________ title (as it is in later Jewish literature—1 Enoch 37-71) but rather refers to a group of people (collective entity).  In Dan 7 it is said to refer to a manlike figure who stands for the saints of the Most High.  Thus, when Jesus called himself “the Son of man he wasn’t claiming divine or Messianic status, but was claiming to be part of the group of faithful saints who serve God, and hence have a measure of spiritual authority. While this interpretation appears plausible in some passages (Mark 2:10), it cannot account for the way the phrase is used in most NT passages.  In support of the view that Son of man is not a divine or Messianic title, some point to  Luke 12:10, where Jesus says that those who speak a word against the Son of man shall be forgiven, but those who blaspheme against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven (but note vv. 8-9).  

Others who deny that Jesus made Messianic or divine claims note that in gospel sayings where Jesus speaks of the future activity of the Son of man, he sometimes seems to distinguish ______________ himself from the future Son of man (Mark 8:38; Luke 12:8-9).   

In response to these arguments we would note that in the gospels, “the Son of man” title  is a complex concept which must be understood in terms of Jesus’ earthly as well as His heavenly existence.  This phrase is probably drawn from Daniel 7:13-14, and refers to a Messiah __________ figure from heaven who would have sovereign ___________ authority.  It has a double significance, and highlights both Jesus humanity (Mark 2:27) as well as His deity (Mark 2:10, 28).  The humanity aspect of the phrase is seen in Daniel 7, for the Aramaic expression is “One like a Son of man” indicating humanness or near humanness.  The deity aspect of Son of man is also seen in Daniel 7, for this person comes from heaven and is given everlasting “dominion” or authority, and is served by all the nations and peoples.

As further evidence that in the gospels Son of man carried Messianic and even divine connotations, note that Jesus acted ______________ in decidedly Messianic ways, and even connected His being the Son of man with divine, Messianic authority.  This includes the Son of man’s authority to forgives sins (Mark 2:10), the Son of man’s lordship over the Sabbath (Mark 2:28), the Son of man’s authority to judge (John 5:27) and even to give life (John 6:27).  Furthermore, the Son of man is the one who came down from heaven and will return there (John 3:13; 8:28), and who has angels descending from heaven on him (John 1:51).  The Son of man will return with great glory and in judgment (Mark 8:38; 13:26; 14:62).  Note especially the connection in Mark 14:62 between Jesus affirmation of His Messiahship and His proclamation that they will see the Son of man sitting at the right hand of God with power.

In terms of Daniel 7, we unexpectedly find Son of man in the gospels to be connected with suffering and vindication.  The Son of man’s mission is to be a ransom and give His life for many (Mark 10:45).  Jesus repeatedly spoke of the Son of man’s future betrayal and arrest (Mark 8:31; 9:9, 31; 10:33).  Marshall notes that the suffering of the Son of man is not actually at odds with OT teaching, however, for in Daniel 7 “the Son of man is seen as the representative __________________________ of ‘the saints of the most high’ who suffer defeat and oppression and defeat at the hands of their enemies (Daniel 7:21, 25).  Furthermore, the language of Mark 9:12 and 10:45 connects Son of man to other OT passages describing the “righteous sufferer” and the “rejected stone” (Ps 22; 69; Is 52:13-53:12).  

SON OF GOD

This is arguably the most significant Christological title in the NT.  "Son of God" or its equivalents ("the Son," "my Son") occur 124 times in the NT.  In the OT, "son of God" indicates a special relationship Israel had with God (Ex 4:22; Jer 31:20).  The king of Israel also had a unique relationship with God (Ps 2:7).  In the NT "Son of God" had Messianic connotations (Mark 14:61-62; Luke 4:41).  In John, "Son of God" has clear connotations of deity.

SON OF DAVID

This title is similar to "Christ" in that it is a Messianic ___________ designation.  It points to Jesus as the royal Messiah in the line of David, for he fulfills the promises God made to David regarding a son (2 Sam 7:12-16).  This is a rare Christological title in the NT, and is used only of Jesus' earthly life _________  __________ (Matt 9:27; Mark 10:46-52; 12:35-37), being used most frequently by Matthew.  Jesus accepted the Messianic title, but refused the common Jewish understandings of the Messiah as applicable during His earthly life.  His Messiahship was not one of earthly domination, but of salvation __________ and healing ___________ (Matt 9:27; 15:22; 20:31).   




