ANTHROPOLOGY EXAM STUDY GUIDE

T 502, DR. STEVE TRACY, FALL 2006
Image of God: the creation account: Gen. 1:26-28

1.
What are the three most likely explanations for the use of a plural pronoun "we" in Gen 1:26 (cf. p. 1, #3, #4, #6)?  What are the weaknesses of the first two views?

2.
What does "image" (Heb selem) generally indicate in the OT?

3.
What does "likeness" (Heb demut) generally indicate in the OT?

4.
How are the terms "image" and "likeness" in Gen 1:26 related (i.e., are they synonymous, distinctly different, etc.)?

5.
Who does the "and let them rule" command in Gen 1:27 apply to?  What are the practical implications of this for family life?

Image of God
1.
Give three reasons why Cline's model of IOG (which suggests that image of God is not an intrinsic endowment, but a desired function) is unacceptable.

2.
Why (according to Dr. Tracy) is the physical model of IOG unacceptable?

3.
What is the structural aspect of IOG?  What does it involve?  

4.
How does language capacity distinguish humans from animals?  What can't primates do linguistically?

5.
What is the functional aspect of IOG?

6.
What is the relational aspect of IOG?  How is this supported by Gen 1:26?  What are a few ethical implications of this aspect of IOG?

7.
What is the teleological aspect of IOG?  How is sanctification related to this?
Self love/human worth:

1.
What are the five primary affirmations of human worth?

2.
What is the significance of Psalm 8 relative to the affirmation of human worth?  What are the two primary translations of "you have made him a little lower than elohim?"  Which did Dr. Tracy prefer and why?

3.
What does the NT doctrine of the cross add to our understanding of human worth?  What does a forensic understanding of justification (justification understood as "the righteousness of Christ  imputed to the believer") specifically indicate about human worth and God's view of the believer?  How might this concept be helpful in counseling a believer who tells you that he or she is so disgusting that God must be ashamed to look at them?

4.
Should we love ourselves?

5.
Should we hate ourselves or deny ourselves?  In what way?
Human constitution: material/immaterial
1.
What is anthropological monism? 

2.
What is metaphysical monism? 

3.
Explain trichotomy.   Based on trichotomy, what is the difference between plants, animals, and humans?


4.
Explain dichotomy.

5.
What are the main arguments in favor of dichotomy?

6.
Explain conditional unity(cf. also Erickson, 536-538).  Who advocates it?

Origin of the soul
1.
What are the four primary views of the creation of the soul?

2.
Cite the primary strengths and two weaknesses of the traducianist and creationist views.

3.
What is the strongest argument for each view?

Hoekema, Created in God’s Image

1. How does Hoekema explain “in our image” and “after our likeness” from Gen. 

1:26-28? How does this influence his views of Gen. 5:1-3 (11-15)? 

2. What does Hoekema mean by “the corruption of the best is the worst” (83-85)?

Extra credit:

Erickson, Christian Theology

1.
What is the Christian view of humans (493-495; 1st edition 470-471)

2. What six conclusions does Erickson draw regarding the image of God in humans (534-536; 1st edition 512-514)?

3.
What does Erickson have to say about the universal humanity of women (563-566; 1st edition 545-549)?
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