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Introduction
Historically, the humanity of Christ has received as much or more attention among Christian theologians as the deity of Christ, especially in the early church.  It is a very important doctrine which needs to be appreciated more fully.  Most modern theologians so emphasize Christ's humanity that they deny His deity (in fact, one of the major objections to the incarnation of God in Christ is that an affirmation of the deity of Christ is incompatible with an affirmation of his humanity).  Martin Scorsees sought to analyze the humanity of Christ (including his sexuality) in the film "The Last Temptation of Christ."  While this was a blasphemous movie which denied Christ's perfection and deity, it should prompt us to reflect on the implications of Christ's humanity, and to explain it biblically.

In light of Heb 2:17, what aspects of humanity that we experience didn't Christ experience?  emotions, sexuality, curiosity, frustration, sickness, etc.?

Biblical affirmations
Christ's birth ________

Gal 4:4 "God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law."

Christ's body ____________

John 1:14 "the Word became flesh"; 1 Tim 3:16 "He who was revealed in the flesh"; Heb 10:5 "a body Thou hast prepared for me."

Christ's growth ______________

Luke 2:52 "and Jesus kept increasing in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men."

Christ called ___________ a man

John 8:40 "you are seeking to kill me, a man who has told you the truth."

1 Tim 2:5 "there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus."

Acts 2:22 "Jesus the Nazarene, a man attested to you by God with miracles and wonders."

Christ's physical limitations _________________

Matt 4:2 "and after He fasted 40 days and 40 nights, He then became hungry."

John 19:28 "I thirst."

John 4:6 "Jesus therefore, being wearied from His journey, was sitting thus by the well."

Matt 27:32 "and led Him away to crucify Him.  And as they were coming out, they found a man of Cyrene named Simon, whom they pressed into service to bear his cross."

Christ's emotional anxiety _______________

Matt 26:37, 39 "and He took with Him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be grieved and distressed...My Father, if it is possible, let this cup  pass from Me."

John 11:35 "Jesus wept."

John 12:27 "now my soul has become troubled; and what shall I say, 'Father save Me from this hour?'  But for this purpose I came to this hour."

Mark 15:34 "my God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?"

Christ's spiritual dependence __________________

Luke 6:12-13 "He went off to the mountain to pray, and He spent the whole night in prayer to God.  And when day came, He called His disciples to Him; and chose 12 of them."

John 5:19 "the Son can do nothing of Himself, unless it is something He sees the Father doing."

John 5: 30 "I can do nothing on My own initiative...I do not seek My own will but the will of Him who sent Me."

John 8:29 "and He who sent Me is with Me; He has not left Me alone, for I always do the things that are pleasing to Him."

Mark 13:32 "But of that day or hour no one  knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone."

Christ's death _____________

John 19:30 "and He bowed His head, and gave up His spirit."

Historical denials of Christ's humanity
Doceticism—These heretics said Christ only appeared __________ to take on human form.   This is an outright denial of Christ's humanity.

Apollinarianism—Apollinaris said Jesus took on only human flesh, but there was no human will ________ since the divine logos took the place of the human soul.  This is a truncation of Jesus' humanity.

Eutychianism—Eutyches said Christ had only one nature, which in effect effaced His humanity, for Christ's deity absorbed His humanity.  This is a functional ___________denial of Christ's humanity.

R. Bultmann—Bultmann asserts that we can know little or nothing about the historical ____________ Jesus.  Furthermore, he says that based on 2 Cor 5:16 ("from now on we recognize no man according to the flesh; even though we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know Him thus no longer") we are not to concern ourselves with the human Jesus.  We should rather be concerned about the Christ of faith _________.  Thus, this is a functional theological denial of Jesus' humanity.

Jesus' permanent humanity (from Grudem Sys Theology 542-543)

After the resurrection, Jesus appeared as a man with scars (John 20:25-27), flesh and bones (Luke 24:39) and able to eat (Luke 24:41-42).  He went into heaven still in His resurrected body, and the angels said that He would return in the same way He left (Acts 1:11).  Stephen saw a glimpse of the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God (Acts 7:56).  In John's revelation, he saw the son of man (Rev 1:13). He promised to His disciples to drink wine with them some day in His Father's kingdom (Matt 26:29). Jesus' ongoing work in His offices of prophet, priest (Heb 5:1-10; 7:24-28; 9:11-28), and King (2 Sam 7) require that He continues to be the God man.
Theological significance of Christ's humanity

1.
Atonement


The nature of the mediatory _______________ work required Christ's humanity.


1 Tim 2:5 "for there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus."

To atone for human sin before a righteous God, and to mediate between God and humans, Christ had to be both human and divine.  More specifically, for Christ to die as a sin substitute ______ ____________ for humans, He had to be human Himself.

The nature of the atoning sacrifice _______________ itself required Christ's humanity. 


Heb 2:16-17 says Christ had to be made like His brethren in every respect so that He might be a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.


Heb 10 links the superiority of Christ's sacrifice for sin with his incarnation ___________ and physical body __________ __________.  Verses 10-14 note the superiority of His sacrifice  The animal sacrifices were offered daily and "can never take away sins" (v.11).  Christ's sacrifice, however, was unique in its frequency _____________ ("once for all; "one sacrifice for sins for all time"; "one offering" vv. 10, 12, 14) and in its effect __________ ("for by one offering He has perfected for all time those who are sanctified" v. 14).  Christ's atoning sacrifice required a physical body and physical blood.

Immediately after asserting that the blood of goats and bulls cannot truly take away sin (v. 4), the author affirms the physical incarnation of Christ ("a body Thou hast prepared for Me" v. 5) and links Christ's humanity ___________ to His atoning sacrifice for sin.  In fact, v. 10 specifically links His physical body to His perfect ____________ sacrifice "by this will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all."

Hebrews 9 also links Christ's atoning sacrifice with His physical incarnation, for it states that He is the mediator _____________ of a new covenant (v. 15), and this covenant was inaugurated with His blood (vv. 18-21), for apart from the shedding of blood, there is no remission of sins (v. 22).  He obtained our redemption through the shedding of His physical blood (vv. 12-14), which required a physical body.
 
Another aspect of this is that in terms of the covenants, Christ the second Adam (1 Cor 15:45) was our representative and perfectly obeyed, whereas the first Adam did not.  For instance, Christ withstood Satan's temptation (Matt 4) and Adam did not.  Rom 5:18-19--one man's trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one man's act of righteousness leads to acquittal and life for all men.

2.
Theology proper

John 1:14, 18 "and the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory...no man has seen God at any time; the only begotten God, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him."


Since we cannot see God Himself, Jesus gives us the clearest picture __________ of God.  If we want to know what God is like, we need only look to Jesus, for He "has explained" (exegeted) the invisible God.

  
This in part, is why repeatedly in the NT we are called to follow the example of Christ (Rom 15:7 "accept one another, just as Christ also accepted us"; Phil 2:5-11 "have this mind in you which was also in Christ Jesus"; Col 3:13 "as the Lord has forgiven you, so also should you"; 1 Pet 2:21-23 "Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps"; 1 John 2:6 "he who abides in Him ought to walk in the same way in which He walked"), whereas while we are told to reflect ____________ God's character (1 Pet 1:14-16), we are rarely told to follow __________ His example ______________.

3.
Theodicy

The physical incarnation of Christ is one of the most powerful responses to the theodicy (the defense of God's power and goodness in a world of suffering and evil). 


Matt 1:21, 23 "you shall call His name Jesus, for it is He who will save His people from their sins...and they shall call His name Immanuel which translated means 'God with us.'"


Acts 2:23 "this Man, delivered up by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to death."


Heb 4:15 "we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who has been tempted in all points as we are, yet without sin."

Christ's humanity shatters the myth of God as an impassive _____________, detached, Zeus like despot.  Christ voluntarily entered the world of humanity and experienced human physical weaknesses and limitation.  Furthermore, because He took on humanity, Christ experienced physical and emotional suffering _______________.


Louis Evely wrote: "There is only one means to endure pain and suffering, and that is to understand His, to hook ours onto His, to remember that ours is His."
4.
Christology

Heb 4:15 "for we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weakness, but one who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.  Let us therefore draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and may find grace to help in time of need."


Christ's present intercessory _____________ ministry for the saints is based in large measure on His humanity.  Because He took on humanity and entered human history, He experientially _____________ understands our needs and is a sympathetic high priest.

5.


RELATED DOCTRINES:

I.
The virgin birth

The doctrine of the virgin birth of Christ became a litmus test for orthodoxy ______________ in the early 20th century, for if one accept the validity of the virgin birth, then one will most likely accept all other miraculous _____________ aspects of the life of Christ.  The doctrine itself is rather straightforward: God caused Mary by the power of the Holy Spirit to conceive the Christ child miraculously _____________, apart from human male seed.  More precisely, this is the doctrine of the virgin conception, and is distinct from the Roman Catholic doctrines of the immaculate conception and perpetual virginity of Mary

A.
Biblical and historical support

There is surprisingly little direct biblical teaching on the virgin birth of Christ.  It is directly taught only in Matt 1:18-25 and Luke 1:26-38, but these two passages teach it explicitly.  The Catholic scholar Raymond Brown notes that there are numerous similarities between these two accounts, which evidences the fact that this isn't a later insertion __________  ______________ but that Matthew and Luke drew on an earlier ____________ Christian tradition.  From the gospel accounts we conclude that Christ's paternity was questioned during His life time (John 8:41 "we were not born of fornication"; Mark 6:3 Jesus is called the son of Mary by the people--o , though the parallel accounts in the synoptics call Him the son of the carpenter (Matt 13:55) and the son of Joseph ( --Luke 4:22 ). This suggests that the earlier account in Mark reflects the earliest tradition, but possibly Luke and Matthew recognizing the implied insult here, chose to change Mark's wording, cf. CEB Cranfield, "Some Reflections on the Virgin Birth," in On Romans and Other New Testament Essays, 153). Cranfield also notes the the virgin birth is strongly implied by Paul in Rom 1:3, Gal 4:4, and Phil 2:7 when he uses the verb  ("to be born") instead of  ("to be the father of" "to bear").

By the second century the pagan Celsus argued that Jesus was the illegitimate child of Mary and a Roman soldier named Panthera.  The early and strong Christian tradition ____________ of the virgin birth of Christ strongly suggests that it is not a doctrine invented later by the church.  It was affirmed in Christian confessions in the second century, and at beginning of the second century Ignatius, Bishop of Atioch, declared it to be one of the essential Christian truths.

B.
Objections

1.
The apparent ignorance of Jesus' family members and the writers of the NT regarding the virgin birth suggests it didn't happen  

Mark 3:20-21 his own though he had lost His senses_but we don't know exactly who this is.  Even the disciples who heard His claims were confused, so it isn't surprising that His family would be as well.  Furthermore, his brothers didn't believe on Him (John 7:5).  We have no knowledge that Mary had told them of the miraculous birth.  

Other Scripture writers—arguments from silence are dangerous.  Mark tells nothing about the childhood of Jesus at all, and John only refers to the incarnation.  Paul also says nothing about the childhood of Christ, his focus is on the crucifixion and resurrection.  Furthermore, Paul's letters are highly occasional, and this apparently was not an issue troubling the churches he wrote to.  
2.
A virgin birth would preclude Jesus' true humanity 

This confuses the essence of humanity with the process of generation.  Adam and Eve didn't come from human parents either, but were fully human.  
3.
Other religions have similar virgin birth accounts

The parallels are actually quite thin.  In the pagan literature, the gods are promiscuous and have sex with humans.  This is vastly different: it doesn't involve sexual relations and hence is a virgin conception; it involves God taking on humanity; it is based on monotheism; it results in one who is fully God and fully man, whereas the pagan accounts result in super humans who are semi divine; this takes place in recorded history, the pagan accounts don't.
4.
It violates natural law

This is the heart of the matter, and goes back to modernism and the presupposition that only what which can be verified with the 5 sense can be accepted.  It is based on a world view which assumes a closed universe, with every thing in our world being explained entirely by natural law. 
C.
theological significance   

1.
In terms of salvation history, the virgin conception is a sign evidencing the fact that God's final salvation __________  ____________ has come (Matt 1:22-23).  While special, even miraculous births in the Old Testament are part of God's work in human history to redeem humanity (Gen 15:4-5; 1 Sam 1:5, 20;  Is 7:14), the virgin conception of Christ is the ultimate ___________ miraculous birth signaling the ultimate ____________ deliverance from God (Matt 1:21 "you shall call His name Jesus, for it is He who will save His people from their sins").

2.
The virgin conception by the Holy Spirit created an absolutely special relationship _____________  ________________ between Christ and the Father, making Him the Son of God in a unique sense (Luke 1:35 "the power of the Holy Spirit will come upon you...for that reason the holy offspring shall be called the Son of God").

3.
In view of #2 above, some argue that the virgin conception is necessary to insure the full deity __________ of Christ, for how could two human ___________ parents produce a son who is the God/man?  

4.
Many theologians consider the virgin conception necessary to insure Christ's sinlessness ________________ (Rom 5:12-19), though God still had to do a miracle or Mary herself would have propagated a sinful soul __________  ___________ when she conceived Jesus.

5.
The virgin conception demonstrates that salvation is entirely a supernatural ______________ work, and is a result of God's grace ______________.

From merely human resources, not even the beginning of salvation would be obtained.  It is entirely a work of God.  Mary wasn't sinless, but God graciously chose her as the mother of Christ.
6.
The virgin conception demonstrates the absolute uniqueness ________________ of Christ from the very beginning ____________ of His human existence.  

This implication probably lies behind many objections to the doctrine.
II.
The sinlessness (impeccability) of Christ

For Christ to die a substitutionary death for humans (Heb 9:14), and for Him to be our perfect high priest (Heb 4:14-16; 7:26-27), He had to be sinless.

The fact of Christ's sinlessness is quite clear in Scripture.  He is declared sinless by the writers of Scripture (2 Cor 5:21 "who knew no sin"; 1 Pet 2:22 "who committed no sin, nor was deceit found in His mouth"; 1 John 3:5 "in Him there is no sin"; Heb 4:15 "yet without sin"; 9:14), His enemies couldn't find any fault in Him (John 8:46 "which of you convicts me of sin?"), and even Judas confessed that he had betrayed innocent blood (Matt 27:4).  Christ prayed constantly, but never confessed sin or asked for God's forgiveness, nor did He offer sin offerings to God. 

Much more debatable than Christ's sinlessness is the nature of His victory over sin.  Was Christ able not to sin, or not able to sin?  Arguments for the two views are as follows. 

Christ was not able to sin  (non potuit peccare):

1.
Christ was fully God, and a holy God cannot sin, nor can He be tempted to sin (James 1:13).  but he was also fully human 

2.
If Christ had sinned, He would have changed and ceased being God.  Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever (Heb 13:8), and hence could not change by sinning.


Christ was able to not sin (potuit non peccare): 

1.
Scripture indicates that Christ was tempted to sin (Matt 4).  If Christ couldn't sin, then it couldn't have been a real temptation.  But this is an artificial and arbitrary definition of temptation.  The reality of it lies in the power of the solicitation to evil, not the certainty of the outcome.  Temptability doesn't necessarily imply susceptibility 
2.
Heb 4:15 says Christ was tempted in all points like we are, yet without sin.  This suggests that Christ was tempted like we are—i.e., it was a real temptation in which He could have given in, and yet He didn't.  The passage is not describing similarities between Christ's nature and ours, but rather between the similarities in the types of temptations.  The context is His mediatorial role.  tug boat ill.
III.
The Resurrection
A.
Evidence

The gospels give abundant eye-witness testimony (Matt 28:1-20; Mark 16:1-8; Luke 24:1-53; John 20:1-21:25). Paul recounts numerous witnesses (1 Cor 15:1-9).  Also, changed lives by early believers (cf. Athanasius) and the willingness of the disciples to die a martyr's death also give evidence.

B.
Nature of Christ's Resurrection

Not just coming back from the dead, like Lazarus (John 11:1-44) or the Shunammite's son (2 Kings 4:18-37) but a complete breaking of the power of death as the "first fruits" of those who will be resurrected (1 Cor 15:20, 23). Rom 6:9 says "Christ, having been raised from the dead, is never to die again; death is no longer master over him."

C.
Theological Significance


1. Through the resurrection, Christ broke the power of sin and death so that all who are united with Him have new life ("as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life" Rom 6:4). Peter tells us "we have been born anew to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead" (1 Pet 1:3).


2. Christ's resurrection secured our justification

This is explicitly taught only in Rom 4:25, but Paul states it plainly: "He who was delivered up because of our transgressions, and was raised because of our justification."


3. Christ's resurrection guarantees and enables our resurrection

"But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies (Rom 8:11). Those who are in Christ will share in "the likeness of His resurrection" (Rom 6:5). "Now God has not only raised the Lord, but will also raise up us as well" (1 Cor 6:14). This is the reason that Jesus is the "first fruits" of those who have fallen asleep (1 Cor 15:20). This means that He shows what the rest of the harvest will look like for the crop. Our bodies will be fashioned after His resurrection body ("just as we have borne the image of the earthly, we shall also bear the image of the man of heaven" --1 Cor 15:49).


4. The resurrection gives believers spiritual power

Paul prayed that the believers in Ephesus would know and experience the "surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His might, which He brought about in Christ when He raised Him from the dead" (Eph 1:19-20). Paul connects Christ's resurrection with believers having power over sin (Rom 6:7-12). This is similar to Paul's statement in Phil 3:10: "that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and may share His sufferings, becoming like Him in His death."


5. His resurrection allows us to faithfully serve

After Paul discuss the certainly of our future resurrection based on Christ's resurrection, he summarizes the entire discussion by saying: "therefore my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord" (1 Cor 15:58).
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