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I.
Importance of this doctrine

A.
the doctrine is being abused
We are increasingly worshipping the creature.  New Age theology—I am God.  Self esteem emphasis today—I am great.  Anything which makes me feel bad or hinders my self actualization is inherently bad.  Sandi Patti's adultery and divorce over "verbal abuse" etc.  

B.
PEOPLE ARE BEING ABUSED
Nine of 10 adolescents and young adults murdered in industrialized world are murdered in the US.  Up to 1/3 of the young women today are sexually abused by age 18, up to 20% of young men.  Recent U of A study in AZ revealed 51% women have been sexually abused by age 22 (35% raped).  Thus very often results in a very distorted sense of self worth and dignity.  Ill of Sally in Tucson "if you knew the kind of person I really am, you wouldn't even be here talking to me."  Also, many more are coming to our churches out of a life of extreme sin, and have no inherent sense of worth.  Ill church leader who said if I knew his criminal past, I would allow him to serve in our church.
II.
the Dilemma—do sinners have intrinsic worth?

A.
Robert Schuller's Response

"We must tell people everywhere that God wants all of us to feel good about ourselves!  Our primal problem, though, is lack of trust, first in oneself.  Then this lack of trust is projected onto others, God included."

"One reason many Christians have behaved so badly in the past 2000 years is because we have been taught from infancy to adulthood 'how sinful' and 'how worthless' we are.  The self-image will always incarnate itself in action.  A negative diagnosis will become a self-fulfilling prophecy...When we know that we are born to be children of God, we will be inspired to choose the noble path."

"God gives my self-respect a boost with his nonjudgmental love...The cross sanctifies the ego trip.  For the cross protected our Lord's perfect self-esteem from turning into sinful pride."

B.
Jonathan Edward's Response

"Seeing you thus disregard so great a God, is it a heinous thing for God to slight you, a little, wretched, despicable creature; a worm, a mere nothing, and less than  nothing, a vile insect, that has risen up in contempt against the Majesty of heaven and earth?"

"That it is just with God eternally to cast off wicked men, may more abundantly appear, if we consider how much sin they are guilty of...There are breaches of very command, in thought, word, and deed: a life full of sin; days and night filled up with sin; mercies abused and frowns despised; mercy and justice, and all the divine perfections, trampled on; and the honour of each person of the Trinity trod in the dirt.  Now if one sinful word or thought has so much evil in it, as to deserve eternal destruction, how do they deserve to be eternally cast off and destroyed, that are guilty of so much sin!  If with man's sinfulness, we consider God's sovereignty, it may serve further to clear God's justice in the eternal rejection and condemnation of sinners." 

"We find it easy to tread on and crush a worm that we see crawling on the earth; so 'tis easy for us to cut or singe a slender thread that any thing hangs by; thus easy it is for God when he pleases to cast his enemies down to Hell.  What are we, that we should think to stand before him, at whose rebuke the earth trembles, and before whom the rocks are thrown down.  Yea God is a great deal more angry with great numbers that are now on earth, yea doubtless with many that are now in this congregation...than he is with many of those that are now in the flames of Hell...The wrath of God burns against them, their damnation doesn't slumber, the pit is prepared, the fire is made ready, the furnace is now hot, ready to receive them, the flames do now rage and glow.  The glittering sword is whet, and held over them, and the pit hath opened her mouth under them."

Ps 62:9 "Lowborn men are but a breath, the highborn are but a lie; if weighed on a balance, they are nothing; together they are only a breath."  But God gave the breath-Ron Allen


III.
Biblical Affirmations of Human Worth

A.
"Image of God" Gen 1:26-28; 9:5-6 ("likeness")

The concept—
Implications in view of human behavior (James 3:9)—("likeness"-oJmoiwsi")
Implications in view of race, social status, or ethnicity (Col 3:10-11)—

B.
"Little lower than God" Ps 8 ("A Psalm of Creation" P. Craigie)

John Donne sermon—Allen, MOM, 66

The theme of the Psalm—The Psalm begins and ends with a statement of God's majesty "O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is Thy name in all the earth." David then reflects on God's majesty in creation /Oh Yahweh, our God 

The question (vv. 3-4)—
In view of the majesty of the universe God created, what is humanity?  "In view of the universe, is it even reasonable to assume that man is any more than a rash on the epidermis of the earth?  Is not man just a dust-particle creature on a little planet in a backward part of the universe? (R. Allen, The Majesty of Man, 70) cf. Sauer, The King of the Earth, 75-76 re the immensity of the universe

The startling answer (vv. 5)—
Humans are created a little lower than God—the reading "angels" goes back to the LXX, which transl. the Heb elohim "angels."  While Heb 2:7 quotes from the LXX and has aggeloi, this fits with the theme of Christ's superiority over angels in the book of Hebrews, which may largely be a polemic against a Qumran type Jewish community which overestimated the role of angels (Heb 1:4 X is more excellent than angels; 1:7-8 angels are only ministering spirits, X is God; 1:13 to X, not angels He says sit at my right hand; 12:22 myriads of angels in heavenly Jerusalem
A literal translation of v.5 is "you have made him lack just a little of God" or "a little less than God."  Eloheim is occasionally of human rulers or judges (Ex 21:6; 22:8; Jud 5:8) and of angels (Gen 1:27 Philo; Ps 97:7?) but is used to mean God unless the context dictates otherwise.  Angels are called "sons of God" (Gen 6:2; Job 1:6; 2:1) but not generally eloheim.  (Also, cf. "angel of God Jud 6:20; Ex 14:19.)

Almost all commentators agree with "God" (contra A. A. Anderson, NCB, Ps 1-72 who says "angels" "is more likely, because the Psalmist had been at pains to stress the greatness of God and the comparative insignificance of man.  The first alternative [God] would have the practical effect of practically contradicting the essence of vvs. 3-4").  WBC Craigie notes "The translation 'God' is almost certainly correct, and the words probably contain an allusion to the image of God in mankind and the God-given role of dominion to be exercised  by mankind within the created order.  The position is mankind's estate...yet the role is not static, but requires continuous human response and action: hence, 'you will crown him with glory and honor' (v 6b)."

The evidence (vv. 6-8)—
All creation put under our feet.  "Whatever passes through the paths of the sea" may refer to giant sea creatures, though far larger than humans, placed under human rule and mastery.  Ill of builder of Golden Gate Bridge-said it was a tribute to God

C.
our individual creation


Ps 139:13-18; Ex 4:11; Ps 94:9



D.
God's love of hell deserving sinners

Ps 103:8-13

Matt 9:9-13

John 3:16

2 Pet 2:1

2 Pet 3:9

1 John 4:10

E.
The Cross

Eph 2:1-7; rom 5:8 "god demonstrated His love for us.."; 8:31-39 (on this point cf. McGrath, Self-Esteem, 85-101)

Reconciliation-2 Cor 5:19 "God was in Christ"

Ransom—Mark 10:45 He came "to give His life a ransom for many" the concept of a ransom price paid for us says much about our worth to God and the basis for proper self-esteem (McGrath, 89)
Salvation—Acts 13:26; Eph 1:13 two concepts here 1. deliverance from a dangerous situation 2. restoration to wholeness and health
Justification—Rom 3:21-24; 5:1

When God looks at us, He sees the righteousness of Christ.  We have been declared righteous; we are in Christ, His identity becomes ours (2 Cor 5:17; Col 3:1-3)

IV.
OUr Response—the question of self love

There is, therefore, a great need for discernment in our self-understanding.  Who am I?  What is myself?'  Answer: I'm a Jekyll and Hyde, a mixed-up kid, having both dignity, because I was created in God's image, and depravity, because I am fallen and rebellious.  I am both noble and ignoble, beautiful and ugly, good and bad, upright and twisted, image of God and slave of the Devil.  My true self is what I am by creation, which Christ came to redeem.  My fallen self is what I am by the Fall, which Christ came to destroy...We must be fearless in affirming all we are by creation, and ruthless in disowning all that we are by the Fall" John Stott, "Am I Supposed to Love Myself or Hate Myself," CT 

A   Fully acknowledge your _______ sin and ______________ sinful tendencies 

John 1:9-10; Rom 7:17-18

Deny, crucify your flesh-

B.
Fully acknowledge your own moral/spiritual ____________________ impotence—John 15:4-5; 2 Cor 3:5; Phil 3:2-12

C.
Practice ruthless _____________________________ self-denial of your fleshly nature—Rom 8:4-8; Matt 16:24; Col 3:5

Mat 16:24 if any one wishes to come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross; Rom 8:4-8 don't walk ac to the flesh, don't set mind on flesh; Gal 2:20 "no longer I who live"; Col 3:5 put to death what is earthly in you

D.
Accept the fact that as Image of god, you are the _____________________ pinnacle of creation.  The Milky Way is not the center _____________________ of the galaxy, we are (Ps 8:3-6)


E.
Accept the fact that you are a ___________________  ______________________ personal creation by God himself, and thus vested with infinite dignity and worth (Ps 139:13-18)

F.
Accept the fact that you have infinite worth to God because in the _____________ cross, the highest possible price was paid for your reconciliation to God (Rom 8:31-39)

Who cares what negative things others say about me, since the God of the universe declared me valuable enough to sacrifice His Son for.  Ill of famous painting in museum.  Someone can say to the curator "that painting stinks" but He won't lose his confidence, since he knows that a wealthy patron paid $10 million dollars for it and donated it to the museum

G.
Accept the fact that God has placed worth  upon you, since he has promised __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________to never reject us, and to continue to sanctify us until we are morally pure and perfect—Rom 8:35-39; Phil 1:8; Eph 5:27; Col 1:22; Jude 1:24

h.
Claim your ________________________________position in Christ
Accept God's verdict—you are righteous, the bride of Christ

Realize that God has declared you righteous in Christ.   
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