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I.
The personhood of the Spirit

A.
Objections to the Holy Spirit being a divine person (Jehovah’s Witness objections)

•  Energy illustration 

A power plant has a certain location in or near a city.  But its electricity is distributed over all that area, providing light and power.  It is similar with God.  He is in the heavens (Is 57:15).  Yet His holy spirit, which is His invisible active force, can be felt everywhere, over all the universe.  By means of his hs God created the heavens, the earth and all living things" (You Can Live Forever, 37).

•  A person can't fill ___________ people

The Holy Spirit couldn't be a person since it filled 120 disciples at once (You Can Live Forever, 41)  You can be filled with an active force, however.  But attributes of God make this possible, for they distort the nature of God's omnipresence and immensity.  God the Father in the OT promises to be with all of His people simultaneously

B.
Biblical Teaching Regarding the Person of the Holy Spirit (cf. Ryrie, The Holy Spirit, 11-22)

1.
The Holy Spirit has the attributes _______________ of a person:


• Intellect—He searches the minds and knows (1 Cor 2:10-11); He has a mind (Rom 8:27)

• Emotion—He can be grieved (Eph 4:30); He loves (Rom 15:30)

• Will—He can be quenched; He gives spiritual gifts according to His will (1 Cor 12:11); He leads and forbids (Acts 16:6-11).

2.
The Holy Spirit performs the actions ____________ of a person:

•  He teaches  _________ (John 14:26)

•  He testifies (John 15:26)

•  He guides _________ (Rom 8:14; Acts 16:6-11)

•  He convicts (John 16:7-8)

•  He leads (Gal 5:18)

•  He restrains  _________ (Gen 6:3)

•  He commands and directs (Acts 8:29)

•  He intercedes for believers (Rom 8:27)

•  He sends  _________ (Acts 13:4)

3.
The Holy Spirit is described ________________ as a person:

•  He can be obeyed (Acts 10:19-21)

•  He can be lied to (Acts 5:3)

•  He can be grieved _____________ (Eph 4:30)

•  He can be blasphemed (Matt 12:31)

4.
He has ____________ power, and thus is not simply a power

Luke 4:14—Jesus went in the power of the Spirit

Acts 10:38—God anointed him with the HS and with power

Rom 15:13—we abound in hope by the power of the HS

1 Cor 2:4—the demonstration of the Spirit and of power

5.

He is described as divine________________:

•  Acts 5:3-4; Matt 12:31-32—Lying against the Holy Spirit is lying against God .

•  He is associated with Yahweh ________________ in the Old Testament (Acts 28:25 and Is 6:1-13; Heb 10:15-17 and Jer 31:31-34)

•  He is described on equal terms with the Father and the Son (Matt 28:19; 2 Cor 13:14)

iI.
 The Name of the HOly Spirit

The title "Holy Spirit" occurs some 93 times in the New Testament as a reference to the third member of the Godhead.  This is the second most common reference to the Spirit in the New Testament, and is a very descriptive title.

If we take this title apart in reverse order, we begin with "Spirit."  This term indicates incorporeality or immaterialness.  Because of this, the Spirit is not bound _____________ by the material limitations __________________ we experience.  John 3:8 says "the wind blows where it wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from and where it is going; so is everyone who is born of the Spirit."  He gives believers He indwells a measure of freedom also (2 Cor 3:17 "where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty").  Williams also notes that Spirit in Scripture conveys energy________________, movement________________--Gen 1:2; Matt 12:28 by the power of the Spirit Jesus cast out demons; Luke 1:35 Mary was overshadowed by the Spirit and able to bear a child as a virgin; Acts 1:8  

Charismatics rightly emphasize this aspect of the Spirit-He is not entirely predictible.

Holy

The Hebrew word "holy" (qadôsh) has a root meaning of "separation or withdrawal," and consequently came to denote that which was "set apart, sacred or holy."  Biblically, God's holiness refers to two distinct, but related concepts.  (1) The primary meaning of holiness is separation and absolute distinctness.  God's holiness refers to His absolute distinction ____________ from creation (Hosea 11:9 "I am God and not man, the Holy One in your midst").  He stands above and beyond the created world.  (2)  God's holiness also refers to His moral purity __________.  It refers to His absolute separation from sin (Is 6:3-7).

God's intention for believers is that they would reflect His holiness.  The Spirit is the one who brings this about (2 Thess 2:13).

"For I am the Lord your God.  Consecrate yourselves therefore, and be holy; for I am holy" (Lev 11:44).

"But like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior; because it is written 'You shall be holy for I am holy'"  (1 Pet 1:15-16).

The

This speaks of singularity _________________ and uniqueness ______________ .  There are many human spirits (Ecc 12:7), angelic spirits (Mark 8:38), and even demonic spirits (Luke 7:21), but there is only one Holy Spirit (1 Cor 12:13).  

II.
Symbols of the Holy Spirit

The nature of a symbol--it helps communicate an abstract or complex reality.  The benefit of communicating with symbols is that they resonate with us, we can readily connect with them for they bridge the world of our experience the entity being symbolized.  The danger is that we will confuse the symbol with the entity it represents.  No symbol fully depicts the image it stands for.

A.
Wind--Gen 1:2; Ezek 37:5; John 3:8; 20:22; Acts 2:2

Wind is one of the more vivid representations of the Spirit (John 20:22 "He breathed on them and said 'receive the Holy Spirit'").  This metaphor symbolizes several traits:

Invisible _______________ power--Acts 2:2 a sound from heaven like the rush of a mighty (violent) wind.  They couldn't see the Spirit, but from that day on the church has never been the same.  cf. the recent tornados in OK.

Free, unpredictable _______________  _______________ movement--John 3:8

Sovereignty, unmanageability____________________ --Prov 27:16 "he who would restrain her restrains the wind, and 

grasps oil with his right hand."

30:4 "who has gathered the wind in his fists?"

Mark 4:41 even the wind obeyed Jesus (it doesn't obey anyone else).  ILL. our own pilgrimage.

A life giving force--Gen 1:2; Ezek 37:5 I will cause breath (or Sprit) to enter you and you shall live

B.
Fire--Matt 3:11 "He Himself will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire"; Luke 3:16; Acts 2:3

While we often picture fire biblically in terms of the judgment of God (Matt 3:12 "the chaff He will burn with unquenchable fire"), it can also refer more broadly to the purification _________________ process whereby evil is eliminated_________________.

"When the Lord has washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion, and purged the bloodshed of Jerusalem from her midst, by the spirit of judgment and the spirit of burning.  then the Lord will create over the whole area of Mt. Zion and over her assemblies a cloud by day, even smoke, and the brightness of a flaming fire by night; for over all the glory will be a canopy" Is 4:4-5

How does this concept relate to Pentecost in Acts 2:3?

Purification of evil; presence of Holy God Exod 3:2 ff.; 

C.
Water--John 4:10; 7:37-39

"Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, 'If any man is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink.  He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, From his innermost being shall flow rivers of living water.  But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to receive; for the Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified."

Jesus promise in John 7 finds earlier echoes in John 4:10 where He speaks of giving the Samaritan woman "living water."  This isn't just water, but overflowing water.  What a vivid symbol to describe a dynamic _____________, fresh source of life ________ and inner satisfaction.  This is of course given in the context of an arid _________ desert___________ environment, and speaks of that which gives life in the midst of barrenness and even death.

D.
Oil--1 Sam 16:12-13; Luke 4:18; 1 John 2:20

The Spirit is pictured as a heavenly ______________ anointing, the oil of God.

This picture is found in the Old Testament with reference to David in 1 Sam 16:12-13 where Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed David, and "the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward."  The horn of oil symbolizes the Holy Spirit's consecration______________  of David to the kingship.

In Luke 4:18 we read "the Spirit of the Lord has anointed me."

Similarly, in John 2:20 we read "you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you know all things" (cp. 1 John 2:27).  This refers to the work of the Spirit in consecrating or setting the believer apart for God.____________________________________________________________

II.
The Work of the Holy Spirit


Universal work

A.
Creation, Preservation

Gen 1:2 tells us that the Spirit of God (ruach elohim) hovered over the waters.  Liberal scholars are fond of pointing out the way wind is featured in Near Eastern creation myths, particularly Phoenician myths.  If this is the case, then the reference to Spirit in Gen 1:2 indicates that the spirit or wind is part of the chaos __________ which God must overcome to create.  On the contrary, the context clearly indicates that it is the Spirit who is creating life and order ____________ out of disorder.  Other Old Testament passages confirm this creative work of the Spirit.  The verb rahap translated "hover" in Gen 1:2 means to shake or flutter.  In Deut 32:10-11 this same verb is used to describe God who led the Children of Israel out of Egypt and protected them in the wilderness like an eagle _____________ who hovers over her young.  The parallel with the creation account is surely deliberate, for the only other time the term "formless" which is found in Gen 1:2 is used in the books of Moses is in this passage--Deut 32:10 ("in a desert land, and in the howling waste of a wilderness").  Is 63:7-14 makes it clear that the Spirit is the executor of the Exodus, and thus is the one who hovered over the Jewish nation in the wilderness.

Other passages affirm that the Spirit is the one who gives and preserves _______________ life.  Job 33:4 says "the Spirit of God has made me; the breath of the Almighty gives me life."  Ps 104:30 emphasizes the preserving or providential role of the Spirit "when You send your Spirit, they are created.  When You hide Your face they are terrified; when you take away their breath, they die and return to the dust."  Ferguson (The Holy Spirit, p. 20-21) notes that the Spirit in the Old Testament extends God's presence into creation in such a way as to order ____________ and complete what was planned ____________ in the mind of God.  This is also in keeping with the New Testament teaching on the work of the Spirit in carrying out the plan of the Father (cf. 1 Pet 1:1-2 the foreknowledge of God the Father, the blood of Christ, the sanctifying _________________ work of the Spirit; cp. 1 Tim 3:16).

B.
Moral Restraint--Gen  6:3; 20:6; 2 Thess 2:7

As hard as it sometimes is to recognize, Scripture is quite clear that God restrains evil.  Though He allows much evil to remain, He puts boundaries around it and does not allow sinners free reign ___________  ___________.  This is true at both an individual (Gen 20:6) and a national level (Rom 13:1-4; cp. Acts 17:26).  The Holy Spirit is specifically identified as the one who restrains evil (2 Thess 2:7) and "strives" with sinful humans (Gen 6:3).

ii.
work among Old Testament believers

A.
Empowerment for temple service

The first text in Scripture which speaks of the Holy Spirit's empowerment of someone for service is found in Ex 31:3-5.  This passage tells us that the Spirit filled an artisan named Bazalel and empowered him to design ___________ and build the tabernacle ________________.  Later God gave David the design for the temple "by the Spirit" (1 Chron 28:12).  David then passed this on to Solomon.  

B.
Empowerment for prophetic ministry

Various Old Testament prophets are said to have been filled, empowered, directed, and given divine revelations by the Spirit (1 Ki 22:24; 2 Chron 20:14-15; Micah 3:8).  The seventy elders of Israel prophesied when "the Spirit upon rested on them" (Num 11:25).  Most often the Old Testament prophets are said to prophesy when "the word of the Lord came upon" them, and yet Scripture elsewhere states that the prophets' message came from the Spirit (Zech 7:12).

C.
Leading, ruling, judging

During the wilderness wandering, God told Moses to gather seventy elders to assist him in the awesome task, and He would put His Spirit upon them so they could help to lead the people (Num 11:17).  This conveys the Spirit's enablement to do that which exceeds _____________ our human limits___________. Similarly, Joshua was said to be a man in whom was the Spirit (Num 27:16-19).  This is cited as the cause for his successful ministry in which the children of Israel listened ______________ to him and did as God had commanded Moses (Deut 34:9). After Joshua's death, during the difficult period of spiritual decline and short lived repentance, God raised up judges who were empowered by the Spirit to lead Israel, judge, and secure military victory over her enemies (Judges 3:10; 6:4; 11:29).  

iIi.
Work among Church age believers

A.
Salvation

.  While God the Father is the architect of our salvation (the one who chose or elected us), and Christ is the one who obtained our salvation through His mediatory work on the cross, the Spirit is the one who brings this all together culminating in our personal justification. 

Hence, salvation is described as a work of the Spirit, impossible by naked human volition________________.  1 Cor 12:3tells us that no one can say "Jesus is Lord" except by the Spirit--___________________________________________  ____________________________ .  We are washed, sanctified, and justified in the name of Christ and in the Spirit (1 Cor 6:11).  Hoekema notes that each of these three phrases begins with the preposition , indicating "in union with" or "in connection with" the Spirit of God (Saved by Grace, 30).  In other words, our justification is inseparable from the work of the Spirit in us.

The giving of the Spirit to us is also a critical aspect of our salvation, for it evidences the fact that we have been adopted by God, and that He is now our Father (Gal 4:5-7).  The Greek term which is used here for adoption (huiothesia) was used in the Koine Greek papyri of the legal act of adoption which resulted in "full legal rights of sons" (cf. Moulton and Milligan).  The Spirit then gives us an inner witness ("bears witness with our spirit") that we are children of God (Rom 8:15).  

How does the Spirit's inner witness actually work?  What is the nature of the Spirit's assurance of our salvation and spiritual inheritance?  Why do so many believers seemingly not experience this work of the Spirit? 

It is not automatically _______________   experienced and can be stolen __________________.

Col 2:1-2  "For I want you to know how great a struggle I have on your behalf, and for those who are at Laodicea, and for all those who have not personally seen my face, that their hearts may be encouraged, having been knit together in love, and attaining to all the wealth that comes from the full assurance of understanding, resulting in a true knowledge of God’s mystery, that is, Christ Himself.

Col 2:8, 10 "beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit…and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and power."

Paul's labor for the Colossians was to help them develop a full confidence, assurance of their completeness in Christ, their inheritance in Him--1:12 giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light."

Anything which compromises the doctrine of our complete spiritual sufficiency in Christ threatens the work of the Spirit in this area.  ILL John's testimony as a child molester who became extreme active in a CB church after his conversion trying to please God and make up for his past.

It needs to be cultivated __________________ and developed__________________

Heb 6:11 "and we desire that each one of you show the same diligence to the full assurance of hope until the end."

Heb 10:22-25 "and let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.  Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.  And let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds.

Live out the promises of God, experience them (Heb 6:12 don't become sluggish but imitate those who by faith and patience inherit the promises).

Keep cultivating intimacy with Christ Heb 10:22 is in the context of having the boldness to draw enter the holy place-- v. 19.  This primarily relates to prayer.The Holy Spirit is not only connected with our initial salvation, but with our ongoing status as children of God.  In fact, the Spirit is our divine security that we are God's own, and that He will redeem us at the end of our life.  These concepts are beautifully communicated through the use of the Greek word arabon () in Eph 1:14 and 2 Cor 1:22.  In Eph 1:13-14 Paul tells us that after believing, we were sealed with the Holy Spirit (v. 13), who is given as a "pledge of our inheritance" ().  

It is not exclusively or even primarily experienced individually __________________  but in the body ________ of _________ Christ.

Heb 10:23-24 holding fast the confession is followed by stirring one another up and not forsaking the assembling together.

Col 2:2 hearts encouraged, knit together in love precedes attaining to the full assurance

1.
Calling/Conviction

John reminds us that when the H.S. comes, He would convict the world of sin, righteousness, and judgment (John 16:8-11).  Calling is described by Horne as "the initial ______________saving act of God" (Salvation, 47).  Rom 8:30 says that all who are predestined are called, and those called are justified.  The called referred to in Rom 8:30 is sometimes called the "effectual call" for it is always efficacious in bringing the elect to salvation.  This call of the Spirit reflects the faithfulness of God, and is a call into fellowship with His Son (1 Cor 1:9; Gal 1:15).  It is based on God's sovereign pleasure (1 Tim 1:9).  It is directly connected with the message of the gospel, for God calls through the preaching of the good news (2 Thess 2:14).  Spurgeon distinguishes the general call to salvation given to broad humanity, and the efficacious call given to the elect

The general call of the gospel is like the sheet lightening we sometimes see on a summer's evening-beautiful, grand--but who ever heard of anything being struck by it?  But the special call is the forked flash from heaven; it strikes somewhere.  It is the arrow shot in between the joints of the harness (Spurgeon, The Early Years, p. 72).

2.
Regeneration

Regeneration refers to new life or the new birth (John 3).  Scripture is explicitly clear that regeneration is a divine work of the Spirit, not a result of human effort____________.  

John 1:12-13 "But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name, who were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God."

Titus 3:5 "He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit."  

The word used in Titus for "regeneration" (palingenesia) is used only in this passage of individual regeneration (Matt 19:28 used of collective regeneration), but the concept is seen elsewhere (John 1:13; 3:3; 1 Pet 1:23; 1 John 2:29; 3:9; 4:7; 5:1).  The washing (loutron ) is a spiritual washing of the guilt of sin.  Renewal (anakainosis ) refers to being made new again.  Notice here that regeneration precedes _________________ renewal.  What is renewed (cf. Col 3:10)?  Notice also that biblically, believers do not effect ____________ their own regeneration.  

Renewal is different from regeneration, in that believers are indisputably commanded to participate in their own renewal (Rom 12:2; Eph 4:22-23; Col 3:10).  Notice also that regeneration is a single unrepeatable act, whereas renewal is progressive and life long (2 Cor 3:18; 4:16-18).   

3.
Baptism: placement in the body of Christ--1 Cor 12:13 

B.
Sanctification

1.
Transformation

Scripture is clear that the Holy Spirit is the one who sets believers apart, making them holy and transforming them into the image of Christ.  This transformation work is reflected in many different ways, for the Spirit is the one who prompts worship of God (John 4:23; Acts 7:35; Phil 3:3), promotes Christian fellowship and unity ___________ (Phil 2:1-2; Col 2:5), produces joy and comfort (Acts 9:31; 13:52; 1 Thess 1:6), stimulates love (Col 1:8), and gives transforming inner spiritual power (Eph 3:16 "strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man").  In short, the Spirit is the agent of sanctification (Rom 15:16; 2 Thess 2:13). 

2.
Empowerment over sin

Stated negatively and narrowly, sanctification is the process of being empowered not to sin.  By the Spirit who leads us we can put to death the "deeds of the body" (Rom 8:13-14; cp. Rom 6:12-13).  Hence, Paul can boldly declare that through the power of the Spirit, believers can be empowered to not "carry out the desire of the flesh" (Gal 5:16).

The million dollar question: What does this look like in practice?  How does the Spirit empower us over sin?  Consider Romans 8:1-17:

8:1 recognize, claim our inheritance in Christ--also 6:6-7 old self crucified with Him.  He who has died is freed from sin.  

8:2  Recognize our new power over sin.  We don't have to obey it.  Law of Spirit set us free from sin and death

8:3  Isn't based on law but a walk in Spirit

8:5-6  Is primarily a mind set, a renewed way of thinking, 

8:13 involves ongoing activity, involves self renunciation, putting to death the sinful desires expressed through the body.  Cf. Col 3:5; Rom 6:12-13

8:14 involves sensitivity and responsiveness to the Spirit

1 Thess 5:19 don’t' quench

Eph 5:18 don't be drunk, be filled with Spirit

Eph 4:30 don't grieve

Summary of empowerment over sin by the Spirit:

1.
Is not based on a set of rules but on an intimate relationship. 

2.
Involves whole person--heart, mind, and body

3.
Is based on keeping two truths in tension--we absolutely can and should be victorious over sin; every believer still has an incredible capacity and inclination to sin, called the fleshly nature.

3.
Empowerment for service

As was true in the Old Testament, the Spirit is revealed as the one who empowers us for fruitful service.  Christ Himself exemplifies this, for He ministered in the power of the Spirit.  There are many passages which delineate this concept.  

Matt 12:28--Christ excised demons by the Spirit.  This takes place in the context of conflict and physical threats from the Pharisees. 

Mark 13:11--When persecuted, believers should utterly rely on the Spirit to guide them regarding their verbal response.

Acts 1:2--The Holy Spirit guided and empowered Christ to instruct the apostles.

Acts 1:8--By the power of the Spirit we are to be witnesses for Christ.

Acts 4:8--Filled with the Spirit, Peter boldly spoke to the hostile Jewish leaders.

Acts 10:38--Jesus was anointed with the Spirit and with power.  This allowed Him to do good works and heal those oppressed by Satan.

1 Cor 3:4--Paul preached _______________ in the power of the Spirit.

Phil 1:19--Paul anticipated deliverance from prison through the provision of the Spirit.

4.
Illumination

Definition

Evangelicals typically define illumination as that internal work of the Holy Spirit in the life of the believer in which the meaning and personal life application of the Scriptures are clarified_______________.  

Biblical Basis for Illumination

There are several passages which are often cited to support this doctrine, though Scripture gives tantalizingly few specifics on the actual process.

1 Cor 2:12, 14


The Spirit is given so we might know the things given to us by God


The natural man (-- refers to the life of the natural world as opposed to life in the Spirit) doesn't accept the things of God, they are foolishness.  Only by the Spirit can we understand God's truth.  Believers have the Spirit, so they can appraise (anakrino --judge, examine) all things.

John 16:12,-15

v. 12--Christ had more truth to give them, but they weren't able to bear it ().  This might indicate that until the Holy Spirit came to indwell them (v. 13), they weren't able to adequately apply the truth revealed to them.  This suggests that illumination is not just the ability to comprehend the truth, but to apply ___________ it and live ______________ it .  

The content of the Holy Spirit's disclosure is "what is to come."  This is an unusual statement, for rarely in Scripture is the Holy Spirit said to reveal things in the future.  Many commentators suggest that this since this is a pre Pentecost setting, Christ is indicating that the Holy Spirit will soon reveal to these believers "the whole Christian system" (Morris, The Gospel According to John, p. 701).  Calvin argues that this refers to "the future state of His spiritual kingdom, which the apostles saw soon after His resurrection, but were quite unable to comprehend."

Illumination ultimately involves the a truth disclosure from the Trinune God.  All the Father has (knows) are Christ's, and Christ's are disclosed to us by the Spirit.

John 14:16-17


The Father will send a helper () to be with them forever.  He is the Spirit of truth.  This implies that He will help believers receive the truth (Christ is the truth--John 14:6; the Father must be worshipped in truth--4:23).  The world can't receive the Spirit, because it can't behold (perceive) or know Him--it doesn't have a relationship with Him.

1 John 2:20, 27

You have an anointing from the Holy One and you all know.

The anointing which you received abides in you, and you have no need for anyone to teach you.

This refers to their experiential knowledge () of God, in contrast to the gnostic claims.  They needed a teacher, as is evidenced by John's letter, but not to gain access to God.

The nature of illumination

1.
It is an internal voice________________

Calvin emphasized the "internal witness" of the Spirit, in bringing us to salvation and then enabling us to understand the Word of God.


2.
It is always in concert __________________ with the written word.  Illumination does not add more revelation _________________ to the written word.  

3.
It is a cognitive process which involves understanding.  Paul repeatedly prayed that the believers he ministered to would grow in understanding and knowledge through the illuminating work of the Spirit (Eph 1:17-19; Phil 1:9-11; Col 1:8-14).  This does not means that illumination is entirely mental, rather, that it is not to be divorced from the mind as if the voice of the Spirit transcends ___________________ the mind.

4.
It must also involve the heart, and an inner sympathy  _______________ and responsiveness to the Spirit.  This is where the Spirit helps the believer seize _____________ the significance and personal application of a Scripture passage.  Thus, non Christians who lack the illuminating work of the Spirit repudiate biblical truth and find it foolish, whereas the Spirit led believer is affectionate _________________ toward the message of Scripture.

5.
The inner witness of the Spirit convinces the believer of the essential truths _______________ of the faith, so that no human teacher is needed (1 John 2:27).  This does not eliminate the need for teachers, but reduces the scope in which they are necessary.

5.
Help, comfort

Morris (The gospel According to John) notes that the Greek adjective paraklatos  being passive in form should have the meaning, "called to the side of" (i.e., for the purpose of helping).  As a substantive it was used like its Latin equivalent advocatus, as a legal term indicating the counsel for the defense (p. 662).  Its general Christian use, however, by the NT writers and later church fathers was in the active sense of "comforter," "consoler," "helper."  In John 14:16 the legal meaning of "advocate" is in view ("another advocate") but elsewhere, it is often used to indicate comforter, helper.  It is a very rich word in the New Testament, and probably incorporates the a wide range of meanings.  We see biblically that the Holy Spirit gives comfort and joy in the midst of sorrow and persecution (Acts 13:52; Rom 14:17; 1 Thess 1:6).  He comforts us by convincing us of our sonship (Gal 4:5-6).  He gives us inner spiritual strength and power (Eph 3:16).

6.
Guidance

Scripture repeatedly speaks of the Spirit's guidance of believers.  this is particularly seen in evangelism, but is by no means limited to it.

Matt 4:1--The Spirit led Jesus into the wilderness.

Luke 2:27--Simeon came in the Spirit into the temple and found the Christ child.

Acts 8:29--The Spirit told Philip to go join the Ethiopian eunich.

Acts 10:19--The Spirit told Peter three men were looking for him and he should go with them.

Acts 13:2--The leaders of the church in Antioch were told by the Spirit to set apart Paul and Barnabus.

Acts 16:6-7--Paul was forbidden by the Spirit from witnessing in Asia and Bithynia.

Rom 8:14--All who are led by the Spirit are sons of God.

What can we conclude about the guidance of the Spirit:

It evidences our sonship and should be taking place.

It is personal and dynamic

It will not contradict Scripture, though it will occasionally contradict others' since of the Spirit's leading (Paul going to Jerusalem).

It is not revelatory as Scripture is.  It is not infallibly perceived.

Person of the Spirit, Dr. Steve Tracy, p. 21

