(Make sure you print the hidden font – Tools/Options/View/Select Hidden Text/OK)  

HUMAN DEPRAVITY AND ITS RESULTS
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I.
What does the doctrine of pervasive (total) human depravity mean? 

A.
Sin is absolutely universal _________________ in the human race 

In other words, Jesus is the only sinless human being who has ever lived. 

1 Ki 8:46 "For there is no man who does not sin"; "If Thou, O Lord, shouldst mark iniquities, Lord who could stand?" Ps 130:3; Eccles 7:20 "Surely there is not a righteousness man on earth who does not sin"; Is 53:6 "all we like sheep have gone astray"; Rom 3:9-23 "all have sinned"; 1 John 1:8-10.  While particularly in the OT, certain individuals are described as perfect, righteous or blameless (Ps 37:37; Prov 11:5; also Matt 22:10 "they found evil and good [men]"), this is a relative _____________ description, and is often given in contrast ____________ to the unrighteous who live in open rebellion against God and defiance of His law (Ps 31:6, 23; 37:16-20).  Even those who are singled out for their godliness and are called upright and blamelessness (Job, Noah, Abraham, David, etc.) are shown to be sinners (Gen 9:21; 12:20; Num 20:10-13; Ps 51).

Noah alone was righteous before God (Gen 7:1) and obeyed God for over 100 years building the ark, and yet his last recorded act was drunkenness and nakedness (9:21-22). 

Job 1:8 says about Job "there is  no one like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, fearing God and turning away from evil," and yet, when put to the test Job said "God has wronged me, and has closed His net around me (19:6); "I cry out to Thee for help, but Thou dost not answer me...Thou hast become cruel to me; with the might of Thy hand Thou dost persecute me (30:20-21); "Oh that I had one to hear me!  Behold, here is my signature; let the Almighty answer me!" 

Abraham believed God (Gen 15:6); left Ur as God commanded (12:4); sacrificed Isaac (22); gave Lot choice land (13:9); rescued Lot (14) but was afraid of Pharaoh (12:10-20) and later of Abimalech, king of Gerar and lied and didn't protect Sarah (20:2, 11 he did this because he thought there was no fear of God in the place and they would kill him because of his wife).

Moses spoke to God face to face (Deut 34:10 "since then no prophet has arisen in Israel like Moses, whom the Lord knew face to face") and yet couldn't go into the promised land because he hit the rock (Num 20:10-12).

David was a man after God's own heart wholly devoted to God (1 Ki 11:4) and the greatest king of Israel whose descendants were blessed because of him (1 Ki 11:36-38), and yet he committed murder and adultery (2 Sam 11), refused to deal with Amnon's rape of Tamar and Absolom's murder of Amnon (2 Sam 13), and sinned greatly in numbering the people (2 Sam 24).

Roman Catholics assert the immaculate conception _____________ and sinlessness of Mary.  (Historically, many Catholics including Aquinas rejected this doctrine, though Luther, Calvin and Zwingli accepted it along with her perpetual virginity.)  The immaculate conception means from conception she was given sanctifying grace by God so that she was preserved free from the stain ____________ of original sin from Adam.  The basis is Gen 3:15 "seed of the woman" refers to both Christ and His mother, the seed of Eve.  Also Luke 1:28 "Hail favored one ("full of grace" inaccurate Latin translation), the Lord is with you."  But  is used in Eph 1:6 of ordinary believers who weren't sinless.  God gives all believers grace; the grace given to Mary was for a specific task, not 

for her entire spiritual condition for her entire life.

They also assert the sinlessness of Mary—she had no tendency to sin, nor did she sin in her lifetime.  Luke 1:28 a is key text, for Catholic theologians argue that "fulness of grace is irreconcilable with personal moral defects."   Mary, however, calls God her savior (Luke 1:46), indicating her need for a savior.  Also, she presented a sin offering as required by the law (Luke 2:22-24; Lev 12).  

B.
In their own strength, humans can't ____________ and won't turn ___________ to God

John 6:44 "No one can come to Me, unless the Father who sent Me draws him"; Rom 1:21 "for even  though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks; but they became foolish in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened"; 1 Cor 2:14 "but a natural man does not accept the things of the spirit of God; for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised"; Eph 2:4 "and were by nature children of wrath"; Col 1:21 "and you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds."  

What does this concept imply about the propriety of calling non Chrstians “seekers?”  What does this say about the statement "The HS is a gentleman.  He will never force Himself on anyone, for God gives us the choice to choose or to reject Him."  Cf. Augustine vs Pelagius; Luther vs Erasmus

c.
humans can't in any way gain __________ or merit ____________ God's favor


Because all humans are sinners, they can never ___________ gain God's favor.

Ps 143:2 "no man living is righteous before Thee"; Is 64:6 "and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment"; John 1:13 "who were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of men, but of God"; Rom 3:19, 23 "that every mouth may be closed and all the world may become accountable to God...all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God"; Rom 8:8 "and those who are in the flesh cannot please God"; Gal 3:22 "but Scripture has shut up all men under sin"; James 2:10 "whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has become guilty of all in the Jewish way of thinking, one is counted a criminal no matter which particular section of the code one may have broken" (Davids, NIGTC, 116).  The law was seen as a seemless whole—Matt 5:18-19. ."    Horton Putting the Amazing Back in Amazing Grace.  How do we react to this aspect of depravity?

D.
sin is universally present ____________ in every unregenerate human action



In other words, unregenerate sinners cannot commit a single act which is truly morally pure __________, and righteous ___________ before God.  This does not mean that sinners cannot commit acts which are in some manner good, but rather, as Berkhof notes "the unrenewed sinner cannot do any act, however insignificant, which fundamentally meets with God's approval and answers to the demands of God's holy law...and he cannot change his fundamental preference for sin and self to love for God" (Systematic Theology, 247).

Since the heart is inherently evil and deceptive (Jer 17:9), evil deeds which appear to be righteous are not truly so.  Unregenerate sinners inevitably have at best mixed motives ___________  ____________  for their behavior, since the heart is corrupt, and they also lack the correct behavioral motivation _____________—the desire to honor and glorify God ("you search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life...but I know that you do not have the love of God in yourselves" John 5:39, 42; "there is none who understands, there is none who seeks after God" Rom 3:11; "you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds" Col 1:21).  Thus, humans have a total inability to please God and refrain from sin.      

John Piper (The Pleasures of God, 262) uses the example of a rebellious son to answer the question: does God delight in the just dealings of unbelievers?  The answer is yes and no.  Yes, God is pleased when  His law is obeyed, but no, He isn't pleased with externally righteous acts done without any trust in God's grace or any love for God's glory.  Honest unbelievers are like a rebellious teenage son who rejects his parents and everything they stand for and runs away to another city.  To make ends meet, he gets a job as a cook, and does his job very well, exhibiting many character qualities commended in Scripture.  The parents come into the restaurant and order a meal.  The son unknowingly fixes a beautiful meal that they enjoy, but in his heart he is as rebellious toward them as ever.  While the parents enjoyed the meal, if they knew who cooked it, they could not rejoice and say "How wonderful.  Our son made us our favorite meal," since his heart is still rebellious toward them.  

E.
Sin corrupts every aspect of the human constitution _______________  ________________


Sin corrupts the mind, rendering it darkened (Eph 2:3; 4:18), hostile (Col 1:21), fleshly (Col 2:18), defiled (Titus 1:15) and depraved (Rom 1:28; 1 Tim 6:5).

Sin corrupts the heart, leaving it foolish (Rom 1:21), hardened (Ezek 11:19; Eph 4:18), unbelieving (Heb 3:12), bitter and selfish (James 3:14), and greedy (2 Pet 2:14).

Sin corrupts the conscience, leaving it hardened and insensitive (1 Tim 4:2), defiled (Titus 1:15) and evil (Heb 10:22).

Sin corrupts the will, leaving humans slaves to sin (Rom 6:17) and ensnared to do the will of Satan (2 Tim 2:25-26).

Sin corrupts the emotions, for humans become lovers of self rather than lovers of God (2 Tim 3:2-4), and give themselves to degrading, perverted passions (Rom 1:26-27; Gal 5:24), and are driven by emotional desires rooted in the sinful flesh, in antagonism to God (Eph 2:3 "among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh"). 

Sin affects the body, for it can become the instrument and slave of sin (Rom 6:12-13, 19), and thus can become a body of death (Rom 7:24).

F.
Humans are far more sinful ___________ and capable _____________  of evil than they realize

In light of the fact that sin corrupts the heart and the mind, all humans are far more sinful in the past and present, and far more capable of sin in the future than they realize.  All humans have a corrupt and deceptive heart (Jer 17:9), and thus out of any human heart can come terrible sin (Matt 15:19 "out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witnesses, and slanders").  This is why in a discussion of sinful temptation, Paul says "therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed, lest he fall (1 Cor 10:12).  Scripture records numerous examples of even mature ____________ believers who fell into serious, destructive sin (Gen 9:21; 2 Sam 11, 24; Gal 2:11-21; 2 Tim 4:10).    

Thus, blessings are pronounced upon those rare individuals who recognize their own spiritual poverty ____________ and impotence ___________, and are "poor in spirit" (Matt 5:3).  Recognition of one's own sinfulness is probably in part what motives one to "mourn" (Matt 5:4).  The fact that mourning in Matt 5:4 is a present tense participle () highlights the ongoing nature of godly mourning, probably based on the fact that as time goes on, mature Christians increasingly realize the depth of their sinfulness.  How do we apply this?  Do we really believe and act as if we could commit any sin?  Ill of Eichmann's trial.

II.
What doesn't the doctrine of total human depravity mean?

A.
Each human will engage in every kind _________ of sin

Simple logic and observation of humanity reveal that no one commits every kind _________ of sin.  Aristotle's explanation of moral virtue pictures virtue as the golden mean between two ethical extremes (vices) reminds us that many sins are mutually exclusive (stinginess and wastefulness, cowardice and hostile aggression, gluttony and ascetic self deprecation, etc.).  

B.
Each human will sin to the greatest ___________ possible extent ____________


Numerous passages affirm the fact that there are gradations of punishment for sinners based on gradations of sinfulness (Matt. 11:24; Rev 20:13 "and they were judged...according to their deeds").  This indicates that the unregenerate do not all sin to the greatest possible extent.  Some humans sin to a far greater extent and frequency, and thus they are not just sinful but evil (Phil 3:2 "beware of the evil workers"; 2 Thess 3:2 "perverse and evil men"; 2 Tim 3:13 "evil men and impostors will proceed from bad to worse").

c.
Humans have no sensitivity ______________ toward sin; they are so corrupt that their conscience does not convict of sin 


Unregenerate sinners can and do correctly recognize that certain things are wrong.  They have not lost all sensitively to sin, but their sensitivity has been distorted ___________.  In spite of the fall, humans still have a conscience which convicts them of sin (Rom 2:14-15), but because of human depravity the conscience is an unreliable guide (1 Tim 4:12 "seared conscience"; Titus 1:15 "to those who are defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure, but both their mind and their conscience are defiled"; Heb 10:22 "evil conscience").  Geronimo walking 10 miles with pneumonia to have picture taken because he had given his word, yet slaughtered Mexican's with vigor 

D.
That sinners have no appreciation ______________ for what is good

Sinners can rightly appreciate that some things are morally good, but they lack the ability to fully live up _______  ______ to that knowledge.

III.
What are the results of human depravity?

Human depravity:

A.
Renders us Spiritually dead _________

"And you were dead in your trespasses and sins" Eph 2:1, 5; Col 2:13.

B.
Places us under the wrath __________ of God


Rom 1:18 "the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men"; Rom 5:8-9 "while we were yet sinners Christ died for us...we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him"; Eph 5:6 "because of these things the wrath of God comes on the sons of disobedience"; Col 3:6 "for it is on account of these things [sins] that the wrath of God will come."

c.
causes humans to follow the will _______ of satan, and live in hostility _____________ toward God


Rom 5:10 "while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God"; Eph 2:1-3 "and you were dead in your trespasses and sin, in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience...and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest"; 2 Tim 2:26 "and that they may come to their senses and escape from the snare of the devil, having been held captive by him to do his will."

D.
Results in hostility _____________ toward Christ, Christians, and the gospel


John 3:19 "and this is the judgment, that the light is come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the light; for their deeds were evil; John 15:18-19 "if the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you...but because you are not of the world, therefore the world hates you"; 1 Cor 1:18 "for the word of the cross is to those who are perishing foolishness."

E.
Results in eternal punishment _______________ (damnation) unless it is forgiven


Matt 25:46; 2 Pet 3:7; Rev 20:12-15

other consequences: societal, individual, etc.
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