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introduction

Athanasius 55-purpose of this study is that in understanding how low He stooped in the incarnation, our reverence and commitment toward Him would be elevated.
The doctrine of the two natures of Christ is often referred to as the "hypostaic union _____________  ___________," for it is a study of the way in which two natures (duo phuses), one human and one divine, come together to form one being or person (hupostatis) we know as Jesus Christ. One way to look at the manner in which the two natures are united in Christ is to survey inadequate _______________ models of Christology proposed in early church history.  

Ebionism

This term comes from the Hebrew word for "poor  __________" and came to be applied to second and third century ascetic Jewish Christians who accepted the humanity but altogether denied the deity of Christ.  The early Ebionite sect was basically a continuation of the Pauline Judaizer _____________ opposition (it reportedly began in 70 AD among Christians who fled after the destruction of Jerusalem).  Ebionites refused to acknowledge the apostleship and authority of Paul, and argued that individuals must keep Mosaic law to obtain God's favor.   Furthermore, in keeping with their understanding of Jewish monotheism, most Ebionites denied the virgin birth and all denied the pre-existence of Christ.  They argued that Jesus was a mortal man upon whom the Christ ____________ descended at baptism (and departed near the time of his death).  They thus argued that Jesus was merely a righteous human upon whom the power _____________ of God had fallen.  They argued that the human Jesus was chosen to be Messiah on account of His strict observance of Mosaic law.  They believed Jesus was the prophetic successor to Moses ___________, and looked forward to the return of Christ and the millennium.

Modern equivalents?  liberal Christianity, some new age types; Muslims
Gnosticism
Gnosticism was a second century syncretistic ______________ heresy which deprecated the physical world, and emphasized dualism ______________ (there were two original  gods who are opposed to each other), the absolute supremacy and transcendence of God, the concept of emanations or intermediate beings which come from God and constitute the divine pleroma or fullness, the inferiority ______________ of the material world, and the necessity of special knowledge _____________ as the means of salvation and spirituality.  

This view of the material world caused a perverted Christology.  Christ was understood by Gnostics as an emissary ______________ from the good God who was a divine being who merely appeared _______________ to have a physical body (docetic Christology), or as an earthly human upon whom a higher power temporarily ______________ rested (the Gnostic Cerenthus distinguished between the human Jesus and Christ, the higher spirit who descended upon him at baptism).  Because Gnostics viewed physical matter as intrinsically evil, they could not accept the concept of a divine being or of a higher power taking on material form _____________  ___________. cf. Acts 17:31-32
Arianism
In the fourth century a much more sophisticated _______________ model similar to Ebionism arose through the Alexandrian church leader Arius.  Arius also affirmed the humanity but denied the deity of Christ.  He emphasized that only God the Father is uncreated and transcendent.  The Father worked through Christ to create the world, but Christ was himself a created _______________ being ("there was a time when he was not").  Christ was understood as the highest of the created beings, but as less than God.  Arius emphasized the uniqueness and immutability of the Father, and thus denied that the Son could share in the essence _____________ of the Father.  (Hence, the Nicaean Creed begins by affirming that Christ the Son is begotten of the Father and from the substance of the Father, and declares that Christ is "of one substance" with the Father.)    

The semi-Arians said that Christ was similar _____________ in nature or essence to God (), but not of the same _______________ essence () as God.  Arianism was condemned by the council of Nicaea in 325.  Though Arius issued a revised confession in 335 and was readmitted into the Christian communion, the damage had been done.  His heretical teachings launched a wide spread Christological fire storm which seriously threatened the Christian church for the next 350 ______ years (for a while it looked as if Arianism would become the accepted Christology of the Christian church).  Two of the most affective arguments used against Arianism were: (1) Arian Christology reintroduces polytheism ___________ into Christianity, for their teachings made a demi god out of Christ.  Since Arians worshipped Christ, and yet they taught that he was not of the same substance as the Father, this amounts to the worship of multiple deities.  (2) Only a savior who was truly and fully God _______ could die to redeem humanity and reconcile it with God.  

Docetism
This was the opposite _____________ of Ebionism, and was one of the earliest Christian heresies.  Many of the Gnostics were docetists.  Its adherents were influenced by Greek philosophy, for Plato taught that there were gradations of reality, with spirit or mind as the highest ____________ reality.  The material world was viewed as inferior at best.  God's transcendence and independence from the material world was emphasized.  Thus, docetism (the Greek word  means "to seem or appear") taught that while Christ had a divine nature, he only appeared ___________ to have a human nature.  In fact, he only appeared to take on human form since a transcendent unchanging God could never take on material form.  Thus, all human aspects of Christ, particularly His sufferings were imaginary _____________ and not real.  It was presupposed that God cannot suffer.  In view of Doceticism, the Confession of Chalcedon in AD 451 affirmed that Christ is "truly God and truly man."

Apollinarianism
While docetism denied Christ's humanity, Apollinarius truncated ___________ it, and denied that Christ was fully human.  Apollinarius in the fourth century was so concerned to fight again Arianism (he was a friend of Athanasius who fought against Arianism at the Council of Nicaea), that he over emphasized ________  _____________  the deity of Christ at the expense of his humanity.  Apollinarius taught that Jesus took on a human body but not a human soul _______, for his soul was divine.  He reasoned that if Jesus had a rational human soul with free will, this would allow for sin.  Thus, Jesus was human physically but not psychologically _______________.  Apollinarius was concerned to protect that divine will ________ of Christ, for he taught that Jesus had a divine and not a human will, and hence Jesus never experienced any conflict ___________ between human and divine wills.  Apollinarianism was condemned at the Council of Constantinople in 381.  The opponents of Apollinarianism correctly reasoned "that which is not assumed is not healed."  

Modern examples of over emphasizing or even distorting one theological truth to protect another?   Neil Anderson’s emphasis on position in Christ minimizes the ongoing presence and power of the flesh.  Ezzos (Growing Kids God’s Way) are so concerned to emphasize children’ s sin nature and parental authority that they compromise children’s natural needs and the need for maternal bonding.
Monarchianism
Monarchianism was generally speaking a third century attempt in the western church to defend Christianity against the charge of tritheism _____________by denying the personal distinctness ____________ of the Son and the Holy Spirit.  It is based on the belief that God is one, and is the sole principle of existence.  The term "monarchianism" comes from a Greek word which according to Tertullian who first applied it to this heresy, means "single and individual rule."  Dynamic or adoptionistic monarchianism taught that Jesus was only a human upon whom the Holy Spirit fell _______.  Modalistic monarchianism was more sophisticated.  It was advanced by Sabellius in Rome, who taught that there were three different modes of God, and the three modes all revealed the same divine person _________.

TD Jakes, Weigh Down Workshop.
Nestorianism—Nestorius spoke of the conjunction () rather than the union () of the two natures of Christ, and thus Christ's personhood was divided, for acording to Nestorius Christ had two natures __________, which in effect created two persons ___________.  As a church leader in Constantinople in 428, he was asked if it was appropriate to refer to Mary as theotokos ("God-bearing").  He said she hadn't born God but bore a man who was a vehicle ___________ for God.  While he was actually concerned to protect the deity of Christ, his comments sounded like adoptionism to the early Christian theologians. Nestorianism was condemned as heretical at the Council of Ephesus in 431.

Eutychianism—Eutyches believed the response to Nestorianism (in which the two natures of Christ were said to have been united in one person) had been too mild.  He said that Christ had only one nature, for Christ was a tertium quid (third other), and thus was not truly human or divine, but something other.  This view had the effect of effacing or absorbing __________ Christ's humanity by His deity and was functionally docetic.  While an informal council (later called the "Robber Synod") declared Eutyches orthodox in 449, the official Council of Chalcedon in 451 condemned his views.   

Other Christological errors:

Adoptionism
The man Jesus became ____________ God at some point after His birth, particularly at His baptism (Mark 1:11).  Adoptionists often point to Heb 1:5, 5:5 which say "this day I have begotten you" supposedly implying that previously Jesus was not begotten by God.

Anhypostatic Christology 

God took on impersonal humanity, not an individual human personality _____________.  This view comes close to Apollinarianism.

Monophysites
In this view, Christ's deity is so emphasized that he had only a few human characteristics, for it is denied that Christ had a human will __________.

Kenoticism
This 19th century heresy holds that Christ exchanged _____________ His deity for humanity.  Thus, Jesus isn't simultaneously divine and human, but successively ______________ divine and human.

Concluding principles:

1.
The doctrine of the hypostatic union is a mystery ____________.  We can never fully fathom the miracle of God taking on humanity.  Ultimately, the question is not "how could God become a man?"  Scripture merely affirms the fact that God took the initiative and did become a man (John 1:1-18).  Athanasius p. 70, § 17
2.
The early Christological controversies are largely a refutation ____________ of erroneous ______________ views, rather than a detailed explanation of the manner in which Christ had two natures.

3.
The best attempt at  articulating the hypostatic union of Christ is probably found in the Nicaean and Chalcedonian Creeds.  Craig Blaising defines the hypostatic union based on the Council of Chalcedon as follows: "in the incarnation of the Son of God, a human nature was inseparably united forever __________ with the divine nature in the one person of Jesus Christ, yet with the two natures remaining distinct __________, whole, and unchanged, without mixture or confusion so that the one person __________, Jesus Christ, is truly God and truly man" (EDT, 540).

4.
The best way to avoid Christological error with respect to the two natures is simply to affirm that Jesus was fully divine___________  _______ and fully human _________  __________.  

5.
The incarnation must be viewed more in terms of what Christ gained _________ (humanity) than in terms of what He lost __________, for He continued to be divine.

6.
Christ only gave up the independent exercise ___________  __________ of His divine attributes ___________, but didn't give up His divine nature __________.  For example, if a very fast sprinter ties his leg to another slower sprinter, he still has the capacity to sprint quickly, but the expression of his athletic capacity is severely limited due to the new relationship he has freely entered __________  __________ into with the other sprinter.  This concept helps to explain passages such as John 5:19 "the Son can do nothing of Himself, unless it is something He sees the Father doing"; 26 "the Father has life in Himself, even so He gave to the Son also to have life in Himself"; 6:38 "I have come down from heaven not to do my will but the will of Him who sent me"; 8:28, 29 "I do nothing of My own initiative"; "I always do the things that are pleasing to Him", John 8:54 "if I glorify Myself, My glory is nothing"; 14:28 "the Father is greater than I" in which Christ appears to be inferior to the Father.   

7.
The two natures must be viewed as a union _________.  Christ is never presented in Scripture as sometimes acting __________ from His human nature, and other times acting from His divine nature.

8.
We must analyze Christ's two natures "from above", and not "from below."  In other words, we must not seek to understand Christ's humanity by looking at other humans _________  ___________, but rather define humanity by looking at Christ.  He alone is the perfect human (and thus the "second Adam" 1 Cor 15:45).  This will preclude the tendency among liberals to assume that if Christ was fully human He was finite and sinful. 
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