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I.
Importance of the topic

A.
Eternal life hinges on it

The fact that eternal salvation is based on faith in Christ logically implies that salvation is predicated on an accurate understanding of Christ.  A denial ____________ of the Christ's personhood as revealed in Scripture disqualifies one from salvation ("Who is the liar but the one who denies that Jesus is the Christ?...Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father" 1 John 2:22-23).  Saving faith necessitates an accurate understanding of the person of Christ as well as His relationship with the Father.  This is indicated in John 17:3 "and this is eternal life, that they may know Thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom Thou hast sent."  Saving faith involves an affirmation of Christ's full humanity ________________ ("For many deceivers have gone out into the world, those who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh.  This is the deceiver and the antichrist." 2 John 7) as well as His full Deity ____________ (Rom 10:9-10 "if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord...you shall be saved").

B.
Blasphemy ______________ hinges on it

It is a very serious sin to worship anyone or anything other than God (Deut 7:4).  Blasphemy was a capital offense in the Old Testament (Lev 24:16).  

C.
Worship _______________ hinges on it

Rev 22:9

II.
Methodology

Christology from above

Christology of early and mideaval church.  Accepted gospel accounts at face value, merely interacted with the Christological creeds to fine tune their Christology.  In 18 century scholars began questioning the gospel accounts, and a gulf grew between the Jesus of history and the Christ of faith.  In neoorthodoxy (Brunner) it becomes very fideistic, and is not grounded in the historical facts.

Christology from below

In light of the historical Jesus debate, scholars began seeking to discover Christ based not on the creeds or faith but based on Jesus' human life recorded in the gospels.  Here belief in the deity of Christ is a possible conclusion, but not a presupposition (Erickson, 668).

Augustine's solution

Faith precedes but doesn't circumvent the historical evidence.  It provides the starting point.  Must have both.  Pharisees had historical facts but refused to exercise faith or accept his deity (Matt 12:22-24).  Christ told Peter that the revelation "Jesus is the Christ" comes not from human logic but is revealed by God (Matt 16:15-17).

III.
Evidence for the Deity of Christ

a.
Christ Claimed _______________ to be God and claimed the rights of God

1.
John 8:58 "before Abraham was, I am" 

•  This affirms Christ's divine pre-existence and eternality (He didn't say "I was" but "I am.")

•  The NWT (New World Translation) "before Abraham came into existence, I have been __________  _________" is absolutely bogus, for John simply uses the first person pronoun with the present tense of the verb to be ( ) which can only mean "I am."  Every other time in John when Christ makes "I am" statements using the same Greek construction, the NWT correctly translates it "I am" (4:26; 6:35, 48, 51; 8:12, 24, 28; 10:7, 11, 14; 11:25; 14:6; 15:1, 5; 18:5, 6, 8), showing their clear, unwarranted prejudice against allowing John 8:58 to articulate the deity of Christ.  

 •  This is a claim of a divine title —identification with Yahweh God, for "I am" is the name God gave to describe Himself to Moses in Ex 3:14.  The context of John 8:58 greatly strengthens this claim, for in the context the Jews were debating with Jesus about who He was (v. 53 "whom do you make yourself out to be?").  His answer is that He is the God who revealed Himself to Moses.

•  The Jews understood this as a divine claim, for they immediately sought to stone Christ to death for blasphemy.

•  Elsewhere in the OT God reveals Himself as the "I am."  Is 43:11 states "in order that you may know and believe Me, and understand that I am He.  Before Me there was no God formed, and there will be none after Me."  Clearly, the biblical "I am" statements are powerful predications of deity (cf. D. A. Carson, "'I Am' Sayings," in Evangelical Dictionary of Theology, 541).  This helps to explain why Jesus' captors "drew back and fell to the ground" upon hearing Jesus say in response to their statement that they were looking for Jesus of Nazareth "I am" ( —the identical Greek phrase as in John 8:58).

2.
John 5:17 "My father is working until now, and I Myself am working"

•  The Jews felt Jesus' claim to have God as His Father was a blasphemous claim to deity, for they sought to kill Him for it.  Only blasphemy would warrant this response (Lev 24:16).  The apostle John agreed that Jesus was making a divine claim, for as John records, "He was not only breaking the Sabbath, but also was calling God His own Father, making Himself equal ___________ with God" (v. 18).  Even the NWT does not sanitize this verse, for it translates v. 18 "he was also calling God his own Father, making himself equal to God."


•  In the following verses (19-47), Jesus does not correct ____________ the belief that He was claiming divine status, in fact He develops it.  If the Jews were incorrect in believing that Jesus was God, He surely would have immediately corrected them, for to do otherwise would be blasphemy.

•  The context of Jesus' statement in 5:17 is the healing of a lame man on the Sabbath, which offended the Jews.  Jesus response to their taking umbrage at the healing is to claim an absolutely unique ___________ relationship with the Father.  He works and does as the Father works and does (vv. 17, 19, 20).

•  More specifically, Christ claimed to judge, give life, and raise the dead just as the Father does (vv. 21-22).  The Father gave the Son authority to judge because the Son is the Son of Man (v. 27), in other words, by virtue of who He is Christ has the inherent right to judge.  Judging and giving life are divine prerogatives (Joel 3:2; Ps 36:9; 82:8; Rev 20:11-15), and clearly imply that Christ is divine.

•  The reason the Father have given all judgment unto the Son is so that all will honor the Son as they honor the Father (v. 23), and conversely, the one who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father.  This is one of the strongest biblical implications of deity possible, for God will not give His glory ____________ to anyone.  Isaiah 42:8 explicitly declares "I am the Lord God, that is my name; I will not give My glory to another." 

 
3.
John 10:30-32 "I and the Father are one _______  ________"

•  Again, the Jews considered this a blasphemous statement, for they sought to stone Him.  They directly confronted Christ with His alleged blasphemy, telling him "you being a man, make yourself out to be God" (v. 33).

•  Notice that Jesus does not allay their concern that He is claiming to be God.  Surely if He weren't God, He would have immediately corrected them (cp. Rev 22:9).

•  Rather, Jesus argues from the lesser to the greater, and notes that in the OT law, human judges as administrators of God's justice could be called gods (Ps 82:6), how much more appropriate then, for the one who is sanctified and sent into the world to claim to be the Son of God (v. 36).  The point in Ps 82:6 is that these judges while being God's representatives (and hence gods) are still mortals ("nevertheless you will die like men" Ps 82:7), whereas Christ claims to be supra human, for He existed prior to His life on earth.  Notice that Christ doesn't say He was special (set apart) by being sent into the world, rather, He was sanctified (He dwelled in heaven with God prior to His life on earth), and was sent into the world (v. 36).  Again, this indicates His divine existence.  

4.
Jesus claimed eternal preexistence with the father

•  "No one has ascended into heaven but He who descended ___________ from heaven, even the Son of Man" John 3:13.

•  "[No one] has seen the Father except Him who is from [ + genitive, which means "from the side of"] the Father" John 6:46

•  "What then if you should behold the Son of Man ascending where He was beforehand?" John 6:62

•  "I proceeded forth and have come from God" John 8:42

•  "Before Abraham was born, I am" John 8:58

•  "The glory I had with Thee before the world was” John 17:5

5.
Christ claimed to enjoy glory ________ with the father before His earthly existence—John 17:5

•  "And now, glorify Thou Me together with Thyself, Father, with the glory which I had with Thee before the world was."

•  Again, given the fact that God expressly states that He will not share His glory with another (Is 42:8), this statement is an inherent claim to deity.

B.
Christ is called God in the NT

1.
John 1:1 "the word was with God and the word was God"

•  This is one of the clearest affirmations of the deity of Christ in the whole of the NT.  The NWT translation "the word was a god" is groundless, and contradicts the identical anarthrous (used without the definite article "the") use of theos in  John 1:18, where the NWT correctly translates it "God" (cf. also Matt 5:9; 6:24; John 1:6, 12, 13; 3:2, 21; 9:16, 33; Rom 1:7, 17, 18).

•  JWs assert that since Koine Greek did not have an indefinite article, sometimes one must be inserted (cf. Acts 28:6).  They say the context warrants such an insertion in John 1:1.  Furthermore, they say that theos has two meanings: the supreme God, and lesser gods of mythology, or "divinities."  They say this validates their translation of John 1:1 "the word was a god."  However, while theos can refer to false, non existent gods as in Acts 28:6 and 1 Cor 8:5, it is never used in the NT to refer to a lesser ____________ divinity or god which the NT says actually exists.

•  If John 1:1 is to be translated "a god," then this would affirm polytheism ___________ , and yet numerous passages assert that God is the only God, there are no other Gods (Deut 6:4; Is 43:10; 44:8; 45:5; 1 Cor 8:5-6).

•  Greek grammarians are quite unified in asserting that the only correct translation of this phrase in John 1:1 is "the word was God _____  ______" (cf. Colwell's Rule which indicates that it is normal to omit the article before a noun in this type of sentence—"a definite predicate nominative has the article when it follows the verb; it does not have the article when it precedes the verb").  The omission of the article before the second use of theos in John 1:1 is intended to clarify the subject of the sentence, for the use of the article with logos indicates that logos is the subject of the sentence.  Thus, John constructed this sentence with grammatical precision to indicate that "the Word was God."  The translation "God was the Word" is incorrect.

•  The context of John 1:1 "in the beginning was..." is reminiscent of Gen 1:1, and ties Christ's deity to His eternal preexistence.

2.
Col 2:9 "in him, all the fulness of deity dwells in bodily form"

3.
John 20:28—Thomas called Christ "my Lord and My God" 

6.
Heb 1:3 says that Christ is the radiance of God's glory, and the "exact representation" of His nature

7.
Rom 9:5 “from whom is the Christ according to the flesh, who is over all, God blessed forever.”

C.
Christ is given divine titles

1.
Immanuel—"God with us" Is 7:14; Matt 1:23

Many scholars assert that "Immanuel" from the book of Isaiah is not a clear affirmation of deity as applied in Matt 1:23, but is a general and impersonal application which affirms the Jewish hope that God would make His presence known through the ministry of Jesus.  As D. A. Carson notes, however, "if Immanuel in Isaiah is a messianic figure whose titles include 'Mighty God _________  _____", there is reason to think that 'Immanuel' refers to Jesus himself, that he is 'God with us'" (Expositors Bible Commentary, 8.80).

2.
"First _______ and the Last _______ " Rev 1:17-18 and Is 44:6

This title must refer to Christ in Rev 1:17-18, for He says "I was dead, but am now alive."  This title is given to God, however, in Is 44:6 "I am the first and the last, and there is no God besides Me."  The context in Isaiah makes this divine predication even more amazing in Rev 1, for there is only one God, and yet Jesus is given His name "first and the last" indicating that Jesus is God.

3.
"Lord of Lords" "king of kings" Rev 17:4; 1 Tim 6:15 

•  In Rev 17:14 the lamb (Christ-cf. John 1:36; Acts 8:32; 1 Pet 1:19; Rev 5:6, 12) is called "Lord of lords and King of kings."  These two titles in and of themselves convey divinity, for they indicate that the one who bears them is the lord above all lords ____  ________, and the king above all kings _____  ________.  This combination of titles could refer to none other than God Himself.  Note that while Daniel called Nebuchadnezzar "king of kings" (Dan 2:37), Nebuchadnezzar himself acknowledged that God is "a God of gods and Lord of kings (Dan 2:47).

This punctuated affirmation of sovereignty and rulership can only apply to God, for God alone is the only true Sovereign:

—"The Most High God is ruler over the realm of mankind, and that He sets over it whomever He wishes" Dan 5:21.

—"The Lord has established His throne in the heavens; and His sovereignty rules over all" Ps 103:19.

—"For He spoke, and it was done; He commanded, and it stood fast.  The Lord nullifies the counsel of the nations; He frustrates the plans of the peoples.  The counsel of the Lord stands forever, The plans of His heart from generation to generation" Ps 33:9-11.  

•  Furthermore, Lord of lords is an OT name for God (Deut 10:17 "God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great and awesome God"; Ps 136:3 "give thanks to the Lord of Lords").

4.
"Lord" Acts 16:31, Deut 6:4

•  Jesus is repeatedly called "Lord" in the NT, and this is the name given to God in the OT.  While Lord could simply be a title of respect much like modern "sir" (John 4:11), the manner in which it is used as a title ________ applied to Jesus, with many of the same connotations which are applied to God in the OT makes it clear that the early church came to view kurios as a title of deity.

•  In the LXX (Septuagint) kurios is the usual translation of Yahweh and Adonai.  Kurios is used in the NT of God the Father and of Christ.  In fact, many times when kurios is used in the NT, it is unclear whether God or Christ is in view (Acts 1:24; 2:47; 8:39; 11:21; 13:10-12; 16:14; 20:19; 21:14).

•  As Erickson notes "for the Jews particularly, the term kurios suggested that Christ was equal ________ with the Father (Christian Theology, 691). 

5.
"everlasting Father," "mighty God" Is 9:6

These are strong affirmations of the deity of Christ, though the JWs seek to escape the clear message by asserting that the text says Jesus is "Mighty God" but not "Almighty ________ God" (cf. Gen 48:3; Ex 6:3; Rev 15:3), as if there is a clear ontological distinction between the two phrases.  The fallacy of this argument is obvious, however, when we note that "Mighty God" is synonymous with "Almighty God" since it is used of God the Father in the book of Isaiah (10:21; also Jer 32:17-18).

D.
Christ is given the divine honor of worship ______________

•  In the NT we find that Christ accepts worship (Matt 14:33; 15:25; 28:9; Rev 5:8-13; 7:9-10; also Acts 7:59), angels are commanded to worship him (Heb 1:6), as are human believers (John 5:23; 1 Cor 1:2). 

•  We are not only forbidden to worship anyone but God (Ex 20:3, 5; Matt 4:10; Acts 14:11, 15; Rev 19:10; 22:9), but very severe consequences are given for false worship or for accepting the reverence fit only for God (Deut 7:4 "they will turn your sons away from following Me to serve other gods; then the anger of the Lord will be kindled against you, and He will quickly destroy you"; 1 Sam 5:4 "but when they arose the next morning, behold, Dagon had fallen on his face to the ground before the ark of the Lord.  And the head of Dagon and both the palms of his hands were cut off on the threshold"; Acts 12:22-23 "and the people kept crying out, 'the voice of a god and not a man!'  And immediately an angel of the Lord struck him because he did not give God the glory, and he was eaten by worms and died").

•  The NWT translates the verb proskuneo () "obesience" when it applies to Christ (Matt 14:33; 15:25; 28:9; Heb 1:6), in spite of the fact that in the NT this verb over and over again means "worship" and in spite of the fact that in 22 instances in the NT when the act of proskuneo applies to God the Father or to idols, the NWT doesn't translates it "obesience" but "worship" (Matt 4:10; John 4:20, 23; Acts 7:43).  

E.
Christ does divine works ______________, 

1.
Christ forgives sin

•  Jer 31:34 says God forgives sin, and Ps 49:7 and Is 43:11 say that only God can redeem, and yet Christ forgives sin (Luke 2:11; Mark 2:5).

•  The Jews correctly understood that forgiving sin is exclusively a divine prerogative, for they said of Christ "He is blaspheming; who can forgive sins but God alone?" Mark 2:7.  Christ does not deny the fact that this is a divine activity, but rather affirms that He can both heal and forgive sins, and then heals the paralytic "in order that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins" (Mark 2:10).

2.
Christ will judge the nations ____________

•  Abraham says God is "the judge of all the earth" (Gen 18:25).

•  In Joel 3:12 God is said to judge the nations.

•  In Matt 25:31-32 Christ is said to judge the nations.

•  Christ "is to judge the living and the dead" (2 Tim 4:1; cp. 2 Cor 5:10).

3.
Every knee will bow to Christ

•  Is 45:23 says every knee will bow to God

•  Phil 2:10 says every knee will bow to Christ. 

4.
He subjects ___________ (subdues) all things to himself

•  Ps 47:2-3 says God subjects all peoples and nations under His feet.

•  Phil 3:21 says Christ subjects all things to Himself.

5.
He claims inherent and full authority for his teachings

•  Christ regularly juxtaposed ___________ His own words with those of OT Scripture ("you have heard it said, but I say to you" Matt 5:21-22, 27-28).

•  Christ was not merely fulfilling a human prophetic role, for the OT prophets indicated that their authority was derived, and came from God ("the word of the Lord came to me saying" Jer 1:1; Ez 1:3), whereas Christ simply said "I say to you."

F.
Christ manifests ____________ divine attributes

1.
Omniscience

•  I Kings 8:39 says only God knows men's hearts.

•  Christ knew men's hearts (Luke 5:22; John 2:24; also John 1:48).  

2.
Omnipresence

•  Ps 139:7-12 says that humans cannot escape the presence of God, for He is always with them no matter where they are.

•  In Matt 28:20 Jesus affirms His omnipresence with believers, saying "lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age."  Similarly, in Matt 18:20 He says when 2 or 3 are gathered in His name, He is there with them.
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