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I.
Importance of the doctrine


A.
Apologetically it is very important

 In light of widespread misunderstandings of angels; Garrett 6-7 the appeal of new age angelology based on spiritual hunger versus the stuttering voice of the church in which we have little to say about angels and a confusing array of statements about demons.


New Age angelology:

Based on post modern spirituality


Based on eastern mysticism


all part of God, world getting better; ends up being very similar to old paganism with gods everywhere, family shrines, etc.

Based on utopianism and coming new age of enlightenment


are now in 3rd wave of angel activity

Goal is to garner angelic cooperation for human benefit


key is to get angels name; focus is totally anthropocentric; 


Ethics of angelphilia—self fulfillment; no doctrine of sin or evil 


Fits metaphysical monism (Garrett 156) "illusion of evil"; 


Angels unconditionally love, no concept of judgment; Satan came with good intentions and like Christ, is "on our side" (Garrett 160).


Angelphilia is self authenticating


Garrett 152-53.  Since based on eastern views of reality, doesn't conform to standard rules of logic
B.
Anthropologically ________________ it is important

It gives us a proper perspective of ourselves to realize that we aren't the only intelligent created beings.

It shows how important we are that angels minister to us and we will judge them someday

It should help us greater appreciate what God has done for fallen humanity by seeing what He didn't do for fallen angels
c.
In terms of theology proper it is important

It tells us much more about how God has worked

Angels were created to glorify God, they say much about His greatness

Angels highlight some of God's attributes, partic his holiness, sovereignty, and greatness
D.
It is important in terms of ministry and the Christian life 


Huge occult involvement, spiritual warfare
II.
The nature of angels

A.
Their existence


  There are approx. 100 OT and 170 NT references to angels. Their existence is assumed _______________in Scripture. 

OT terms for angels:

Malak—"messenger" can refer to human (1 Sam 6:4; Is 44:26) or angelic (Ps 104:4) messengers.

Mishrathim—"minister," "servant" is used in Ps 104:4 of angels who minister for God.

Sava—"host___________" pictures angels as God's heavenly army (Ps 103:21 "bless the Lord, all you His hosts, you who serve Him doing His will").

Bene elim—"sons ________ of the Mighty" highlights the strength of angels (Ps 29:1).

Bene elohim—"sons of God" is used to describe angels as a distinct group of beings with a special ___________ relationship to God (Job 1:6; 2:1; 38:7).

Kadoshim—"holy ones" can refer to angels (Ps 89:6-7), and emphasizes their being set apart in service to God.

Kakob—"stars" can refer to literal stars or to angels, who inhabit the heavens ("hosts of heaven" Deut 4:19; 17:3; 1 Ki 22:19; Ps 33:6).  Sometimes kakob refers to both literal stars and angels in the same passage (Ps 148:1-5), other times it could refer to either literal stars or angels.

Watchers—Dan 4:13.  This probably refers to a role angels have in watching over human affairs as  messengers and ministers of God.

Princes—Dan 10:13, 20-21; 12:1.  This title refers to the ruling ____________ role that good and evil angels have with respect to human affairs ("but the prince of the kingdom of Persia was withstanding me for 21 days; then behold, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, for I had been left there with the kings of Persia"; 12:1 "Michael, the great prince who stands guard over the sons of your people, will arise").

NT terms for angels:

Angelos ()—"angel" "messenger" refers to both human messengers (Matt 11:10; Luke 7:24) and to angels (Luke 1:11; Matt 4:6).  In some passages it could refer to either human messengers or to angels (Rev 2:1, 8, 12, 18; 3:1, 7).

Leitourgos ()—"servant" "minister" can also refer to human (Rom 13:6; 15:16) or angelic (Heb 1:7) ministers.

B.
Their characteristics



1.
They are created beings (Ps 148:2-5; Col 1:16).

2.
They do not marry (Matt 22:28-30), and probably do not reproduce _____________.  


Thus they appear to be direct creations of God ("praise Him all His angels, praise Him, all His hosts!...for He commanded and they were created" Ps 148:2, 5; Gen 6:2-4 may be an exception).  Gen 6:2-6; Jude 6-7
3.
They have emotions __________


Job 38:7 "and all the sons of God shouted for joy"; Luke 15:10 "there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents".

4.
They have intellect 


(Gen 3:1-5; 2 Sam 14:20 "my lord is wise, like the wisdom of the angel of God, to know all that is in the earth"; Eph 3:10 "that the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known through the church to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly places").

5.
They have a will (Is 14:12-15 "I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God and I will sit on the mount of assembly...I will make myself like the Most High"; 2 Tim 2:26 "to do his will").

6.
They are spirit ______________  beings (Luke 8:30- many evil angels can occupy the same place at the same time; Luke 24:39 "a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have"; Col 1:16 "invisible").

7.
At times they appear in bodily form, sometimes looking like humans (Gen 18:2; Mark 16:5), and other times having wings (Is 6:2; Ez 11:22) or otherwise having a non human material form (Matt 28:3-4).  Most likely, they are immaterial spirit beings who occasionally take on material form for the sake of communication _______________ with humans.

8.
They are immortal (Luke 20:36 "neither can they die anymore, for they are like angels").

9.
They have great power _____________. 


Ps 103:20 "bless the Lord you His angels, mighty in strength."


Greater power than humans—2 Pet 2:11


Power over human military powers—Acts 12:7-11 (Peter released from locked prison and chains by angel)


Power over fierce animals—Dan 6:22 "God sent His angel and shut the lions mouth."


Power over nature (the 4 winds)—Rev 7:1; Matt 28:2 (rolled stone away)


Power over other angels, even Satan—Rev 20:1-3

10.
They induce fear ___________ and awe in humans.


Dan 8:17 "and when he came I was frightened and fell on my face."


Luke 1:11-12 "an angel of the Lord appeared to him...and Zacharias was troubled ______________ when he saw him, and fear gripped him."


Luke 24:4-5 two angels "suddenly stood near them in dazzling apparel...the women were terrified ____________ and bowed their faces to the ground." 


Rev 22:8 "and when I heard and saw, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel."

11.
Some are morally good and holy (Mark 8:38 "with His holy angels) and elect _________ (1 Tim 5:21 "and of His chosen angels").  The clear implication of Scripture is that all angels were originally created morally perfect (Ez 28:15 "you were blameless in all your ways from the day you were created, until unrighteousness was found in you"; Jude 6).

12.
Other angels left their good estate, fell, and became evil (Luke 8:2 "evil spirits"; Luke 11:24 "unclean spirits").


Jude 6 "and angels, who did not keep their own dominion, but abandoned their proper abode."

C.
Their Organization



1.
Scripture indicates that God created an enormous number of angels.  


Deut 33:2 speaks of thousands of angels.


Dan 7:10 speaks of thousands of thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand heavenly attendants (cf. also Ps 68:17).


Rev 5:11 speaks of "myriads ___________ of myriads _________ [countless tens of thousands], and thousands of thousands" of angels around the throne of God.


Heb 12:22 speaks of an innumerable host of angels.


In Matt 26:53 Jesus said that 12 legions of angels could have immediately delivered Him.  (In the first century, a legion consisted of 6,000 troops.)


In Mark 5:9, 15  the demons who possessed the Gaderene demoniac tell Jesus "My name is Legion, for we are many."

2.
While few details are given in Scripture, it appears that both fallen and holy angels are organized according to rank and possibly power _________ (Rev 10:1 identifies a particular angel as a "strong angel").


• The repeated military __________ metaphors for angels suggests a definite ordering and rank: Rev 19:14 "the armies which are in heaven"


1 Sam 1:11 "Yahweh of hosts"


1 Ki 22:19 "the host of heaven"

 
"Legion" in Mark 5:9 suggests the demons also are organized according to rank and possibly power.


• The title "archangel" (Jude 9) clearly indicates angelic rank ___________.


• Rev 18:1 speaks of an angel from heaven who has "great authority" implying a high rank and power.


• Other angelic titles such as "principalities," "powers," "thrones," dominions," and "world rulers" (Rom 8:38; 1 Cor 15:24; Eph 1:21; 6:12; Col 1:16; 2:10, 15) are widely understood to refer to angelic rankings.

D.
Their diversity

1.
Only three___________ angels are mentioned by name in Scripture: 


Michael—an archangel whose name means "who is like God" (Dan 10:13; 12:1; Jude 9; Rev 12:7).


Michael is a warrior ____________ angel who seems to have the special task of protecting Israel (Dan 12:1 "Michael, the great prince who stands guard over the sons of your people").


Gabriel—a messenger ____________ angel whose name means "the mighty one of God" (Dan 8:16; 9:21; Luke 1:11-12, 19, 26).


Gabriel seems to have the special task of announcing God's truth, especially concerning the Messiah and His kingdom.  He revealed futuristic prophecies about Israel (Dan 8:16), announced the coming birth of John the Baptist (Luke 1:11-12, 19), and announced the coming birth of Jesus (Luke 1:26-38).


Satan or Lucifer (Is 14:12; Ez 28:12; Zech 3:1; Rev 12:9).


Satan is the head of the rebellious angels (Rev 9:11 says he is the angel of the abyss, the king over the demons) and is the only evil angel mentioned by name in scripture.


The angel of the Lord (cf. Dickason, 81-87)

The Old Testament repeatedly speaks of the angel of Yahweh.  Most Evangelical scholars believe this is a reference to the preincarnate Christ ___________  __________.  The angel of the LORD has a unique name, for Yahweh is used only of the God of Israel __________, not of false gods _________  __________.  Angels are called "sons of God" (bene elohim) but never "sons of the Lord" (bene Yahweh).  This appears to be one person, for it is always singular ___________ (the angel of the LORD).  This person is distinct from God the Father, for he intercedes ____________ to God (Zech 1:9-11) and calls upon God (Zech 3:1-2), and yet he seems to be identified as God Himself (Ex 3:2, 4 the angel of the Lord appeared in a blazing fire; God called to him from the bush ).  


His ministries include: revelation (Ex 3:2, 4, 6; cp. John 1:14, 18), commission _______________  (Ex 3:7-8; Judges 6:11-23; 13:1-21 Gideon, Sampson; cp. Matt 28:19-20); deliverance (Judges 6:11-23; 13:1-21; cp. Eph 1:7; Heb 2:14-15); protection (Ps 34:7 the angel of Yah encamps round those who fear Him); 2 Ki 19:35 Hezekiah—185,000 Assyrians killed; Heb 13:5; intercession (Zech 1:12-13; cp. Heb 7:25); comfort (Gen 16:7-13 Hagar; cp. Luke 4:16-19); and judgment _____________ (1 Chron 21:1, 14-15; cp. Matt 24:44-51; 2 Thess 1:5-10; Rev 5:5). 

2.
Specific groups of angels are mentioned:


Seraphim—"burning ones" (Is 6:2, 6; cp. Rev 4:8).


The seraphim are only mentioned by name in Is 6.  They surround the throne of God crying out his holiness day and night.  Thus, their function is to proclaim ___________ God's holiness and (based on their ministry to Isaiah) to help humans experience ____________ personal holiness through the forgiveness of sin.



Cherubim

The meaning of their name is uncertain, but their function is clear—the cherubim's primary task is the proclamation ___________ and protection of God's presence and character.  Cherubim seem to have special access ____________ to God's presence.  Satan himself was an anointed cherub (Ez 28:14, 16) who had special access to the throne of God ("you were on the holy mountain of God; you walked in the midst of the stones of fire" Ez 28:14).


Gen 3:24—Cherubim guard the entrance to the Garden of Eden, and guard the way to the tree of life.


Exod 25:17-22—Cherubim are placed over the ark of the covenant ________________________, and over the mercy seat, probably as a symbolic proclamation of God's presence.


God is described as being enthroned above the cherubim (1 Sam 4:4; 2 Sam 6:2; 2 Ki 19:15; Ps 80:1; Is 37:16), again suggesting that they proclaim or somehow protect His presence.


Cherubim are depicted as chariots upon which God rode to earth (2 Sam 22:11; Ps 18:10).


Ez 10:1-22—Cherubim are present at the departing of God's glory from the temple, and His glory hovers over them (Ez 11:22).  The cherubim are said to reflect the glory ____________ of God (Ez 10:4 "the glory of the Lord went up from the cherub").  Thus in Heb 9:5 they are called "the cherubim of glory."


3.
Functional _____________ groups of angels are mentioned, based on the nature of their service:


"The angel of the waters" Rev 16:5


"The angel of the abyss" Rev 9:11


"The angel over fire" Rev 14:18


"The angel who stands on the sea and on the land" Rev 10:8


"The seven angels with the seven bowls" Rev 16:1-17:1

III.
The work of angels 

A.
With reference to God

1.
A primary angelic task (probably their basic function) is to worship _________ God and proclaim ______________ the greatness of His character and His works.


Ps 148:2 "praise Him, all His angels; praise Him, all His hosts."


In Job 38:4, 7 we are told that angels (the "morning stars" and the "sons of God") sang for joy when God created the earth.  This appears to be a song of praise over the work of God.


Is 6:3 and Rev 4:6-11 indicate that at least some of the angelic host surround the throne of God continually and unceasingly proclaim His holiness and greatness. Rev 4:8 says regarding angels in the presence of God "day and night they do not cease to say, 'holy, holy, holy is the Lord God, the Almighty, who was and who is and who is to come."   


In Luke 15:10 we learn that the angels in heaven rejoice over the repentance of a single sinner.  Again, this suggest angelic praise over the work of God, in this case, God's work in human hearts.


Repeatedly in the book of Revelation angels surround __________ the throne of God, worship Him, and proclaim His greatness ______________: 4:8-11; 5:8-10; 5:11-14; 7:11-12; 15:1-8; 19:1-8.

2.
In broad terms, angels serve ___________ God (Ps 103:20 "bless the Lord, you His angels...obeying the voice of His word").  They serve Him in a variety of ways, such as by being agents of divine judgment.

3.
Angels, in keeping with their name, are messengers _____________ for God.  In the following sections we will see that angels are God's messengers to believers (giving guidance, encouragement, and prophetic revelation), and to unbelievers (warning or proclaiming judgment).

B.
With reference to believers


Scripture gives  tantalizingly few specifics on the ministry of angels to believers, but Heb 1:14 makes it clear that ministry to the saints is a major _________ angelic function ("are they not all ministering spirits, sent out to render service for the sake of those who will inherit salvation?").  The fact that angels observe __________ the affairs of believers (1 Cor 4:9 "we have become a spectacle...to angels") and of the church (1 Cor 11:10 "the woman ought to have a symbol of authority on her head, because of the angels") is probably related to their ministry to believers.


We do know that angels are intrigued ___________ with the human salvation, and desire to understand it better (1 Pet 1:12 "things into which angels long to look").  Dickason notes regarding this passage in 1 Peter "angels marvel at the grace of God designed to come upon us in this age.  With reverent curiosity they desire to learn more of God and Christ from the work of salvation.  As they learn, they develop; and thus they may be able to worship and serve God with more devotion and understanding" (Angels Elect and Evil, 102).


In heaven, human believers join _________ the angels in worshipping Christ, the Lamb who sits on the throne (Rev 4:8-11; 5:11-14).  By virtue of the fact that in heaven we will reign with Christ (2 Tim 2:12), the One who reigns over all of creation, including the angels (Eph 1:19-21), we will also reign over and judge angels (1 Cor 6:3).


With specific respect to believers, angels: 

1.
Serve as messengers of divine revelation _______________.


The Mosaic law ___________  _______ was delivered through angels (Acts 7:53; Gal 3:19; Heb 2:2).  The OT does not attest to this fact, other than possibly to imply the presence of myriads of angels on Mt. Sinai as God gave Moses the law (Ps 68:17).  Somehow, according to these NT passages, angels mediated the revelation of the Mosaic law to humans ("the word spoken through angels" Heb 2:2).


Angels often give divine messages in the OT and the gospels to prophets and other believers.  An angel or angels:  


• Spoke to Zechariah and interpreted his divine visions (Zech 4:1; 5:5; 6:5)


• Interpreted Daniel's prophetic visions _____________ ___________ (Dan 7:15-16; 8:15-17—Gabriel; 10:1-12:13)


• Revealed most of the content of the book of Revelation directly to John the Apostle (Rev 1:1; 22:6)


• Announced the coming birth of John the Baptist (Luke 1:11-20)


• Announced the coming birth of Christ (Luke 1:26-35)


• Announced the birth of Christ to the shepherds ____________ (Luke 2:8-12)


• Announced the resurrection _______________ of Christ (Matt 28:2-7; Luke 24:4-7)


• Announced the future return of Christ (Acts 1:10-11)

2.
Give guidance


An angel or angels:

• Directed Joseph to travel to Egypt to avoid Herod's slaughter (Matt 2:13-14)


• Directed the women regarding where to find the crucified Lord ___________ ________ (Matt 28:2-7; Luke 24:4-7)


• Directed Philip the evangelist so that he was in the right place to witness to the Ethiopian eunuch (Acts 8:26), though the Holy Spirit gave the specific ___________ direction regarding witnessing to the Ethiopian (v. 29).


• Directed Cornelius to send for Peter, so he could hear the gospel (Acts 10:3), though the Holy Spirit gave Peter specific direction (10:19; 11:12).

3.
Protect and deliver


Ps 91: 11 indicates that this is a broad ____________ angelic ministry ("for He will give His angels charge concerning you, to guard you in all your ways").


Gen 21:17-20 indicates that an angel guided and presumably provided water for Hagar and Ishmael.


Ex. 23:20 recounts God's promise to the Israelites as they went into the promised land "I am going to send an angel before you to guard you along the way, and to bring you into the place which I have prepared."


2 Ki 6:16-17 recounts the Syrian army surrounding Elisha and his servant, but Elisha was able to retain his composure, for he was aware of angelic "chariots of fire __________ _____ ___________" which surrounded them and protected them.


Dan 6:20-23 says an angel shut the lions' mouths and protected Daniel.


Acts 5:17-20 records an angel supernaturally delivering the apostles from prison.


Acts 12:5-10 records an angel supernaturally delivering Peter from prison.


Matt 18:10 in the context of children speaks of "their angels in heaven" indicating that angels minister to children, and implying that children may have a guardian angel.

4.
Provide ______________


Gen 21:17-20 indicates that an angel provided water __________ for Hagar and Ishmael to keep them from perishing.


Gen 24:7 says an angel was sent before Abraham's servant who went to seek a bride for Isaac, indicating that the angel directly helped provide a bride for Isaac.


1 Ki 19:5-8 says an angel provided special food and drink for Elijah in the wilderness.


Ps 78:23-25 says angels provided manna for the children of Israel in the wilderness ("the bread of angels").

5.
Encourage ______________ and strengthen


Dan 10:12 indicates that an angel comforted Daniel, and told him not to be afraid.



Matt 4:11 indicates that after Christ's 40 day fast and Satan's temptation, angels came and ministered to Christ.  Given the context, this suggests a ministry of physical and emotional strengthening.


Luke 22:43 says an angel came to Christ and strengthened Him when he was praying in Gethsemane.


Acts 5:19-20 indicates that after delivering the apostles from prison, an angel encouraged them to go and boldly proclaim __________ Christ.


Acts 27:23-24 says that while Paul was adrift at sea in a terrible storm, an angel encouraged him and told him that he would stand before Caesar.

6.
Answer Prayer



Angels are sometimes God's agents to answer believers' prayers:


Dan 10 indicates that after Daniel fasted and prayed for three weeks (v. 3), an angel was sent to give him revelation and answer his prayers: "from the first day that you set your heart on understanding this and on humbling yourself before God, your words were heard, and I have come in response to your words...now I have come to give you an understanding of what will happen to your people" (vv. 12, 14).


When Peter was imprisoned, an angel answered their prayers by delivering Peter so quickly, they had trouble believing that Peter was at the door while they were still praying for him (Acts 12:1-17).


In Rev 8:2-4 angels burn incense mixed with the prayers of the saints, and the resultant smoke "went up before God out of the angel's hand."  The angel took fire in a censer and threw it upon the earth, apparently symbolizing divine judgment.  In the context of the suffering of the saints on earth (7:14-17), this passage is probably alluding to the saints' prayers for divine judgment _________ of the wicked ____________, which God executes through angels (8:6, 8, 10, 12, 13; 9:1).

7.
Minister to believers upon their death ____________


Luke 16:22—when Lazarus died, he was carried away to paradise (Abraham's bosom) by angels.


Jude 9—the archangel Michael contested with Satan regarding the body of Moses.


Dan 12:1-3—Michael is said to stand guard over the sons of Israel (v. 1).  In the following verse the resurrection is mentioned, implying a connection between Michael's ministry of guarding and a ministry with respect to the death of believers.

C.
With reference to unbelievers


Angels are quite involved in ministry to unbelievers, and:

1.
Announce judgment _____________ upon the wicked


Gen 19:13  angels announce the impending judgment upon Sodom and Gomorrah.


Rev 8:1-11:15 seven angels sound trumpets and announce God's judgment.


Rev 10:5-6 an angel announces that there will be no further delay in God's judgment upon the earth.


Rev 14:6-7 an angel proclaims that the hour of God's judgment has come.


Rev 14:8; 18:1-2 angels announce God's judgment upon wicked Babylon.


Rev 14:9-11 an angel warns of the coming judgment upon all who receive the mark of the beast.


Rev 19:17 an angel announces the coming destruction of the wicked kings and their army.

2.
Execute judgment ____________ upon the wicked

Angels were involved in the destruction of Sodom (Gen 19:1, 12-13 "we are about to destroy this place" v. 13).


God used angels to execute the plagues on Egypt ("He sent upon them His burning anger...a band of destroying angels" Ps 78:43, 49).


God sent the angel of the Lord to destroy 70,000 inhabitants of Jerusalem due to King David's sin of numbering the people (1 Chr. 21:15-16).


God used an angel of death to kill the firstborn in Egypt (Ex 12:13, 23).


An angel (or possibly the pre incarnate Christ) killed 185,000 Assyrians under Sennacherib who had surrounded Jerusalem (2 Ki 19:35).


An angel of God struck Herod who blasphemed God by accepting human worship (Acts 12:23).  He was eaten up with worms and died.

3.
Assist in the final ___________ judgments of God


During the tribulation, angels carry out many of the judgments: Rev 7:1 four angels hold back the four winds; Rev 9:14-15 four angels kill a third of the earth's population; Rev 16:1-21 angels pour out seven bowels of wrath upon the earth.


Mid-way through the tribulation, Michael and "his angels" (holy angels under his command), cast Satan and the demons out of heaven and down to earth (Rev 12:7-10).  After this, Satan no longer will have access __________ to heaven, to go before the throne of God and to accuse the saints (Job 1:6-12; 2:1-7; Rev 12:10).


At the end of the tribulation, when the antichrist is about to destroy __________Israel, the archangel Michael will arise and rescue Israel (Dan 12:1).


Angels come with Christ at His return, both at the rapture before the tribulation (1 Thess 4:16), and at His return at the end of the tribulation (Matt. 16:27; 25:31; Rev 19:14).



At Christ's return at the end of the tribulation, angels will gather ___________ the wicked for judgment—Matt. 13:49; also 36-40 "So it will be at the end of the age; the angels shall come forth, and take out the wicked from among the righteous."


At Christ's return at the end of the tribulation, angels will gather the wicked and cast them into the "furnace of fire" (Matt 13:50).


At Christ's return at the end of the tribulation, angels will gather God's elect from all around the earth (Matt 13:43; 24:31; 25:31-34). 


An angel will bind Satan before the millennium __________ and cast him into the abyss (Rev 20:1-3).

Summary



Fred Dickason offers concluding comments on the ministry of angels.  He says,


"the ministry of angels to God, Christ, and believers is wide and varied They are primarily servants and messengers of God to accomplish His purposes.  Scripture makes it clear that God is in no way dependent upon these His subservient creatures (Job 4:18; 15:15-16) ["behold, He puts no trust in His holy ones, and the heavens are not pure in His sight; how much less one who is detestable and corrupt, man, who drinks iniquity like water"].  


Scripture indicates that the ministry of angels to humans is primarily external and physical whereas the ministry of the Holy Spirit is internal and spiritual.  Angels minister for us; the Holy Spirit minister in us (John 14:16-17; Heb 1:13-14).  They guard our bodies and pathway; He guards our spirits and guides us in the right way.  They may be agents to answer our prayer, but He is the Prompter and Director of our prayers (Rom 8:26-27; Jude 20)" (Angels Elect and Evil, 100-101).
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