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EXPANSION OF CHRISTIANITY TO 1900

(ROMAN CATHOLIC)

1.  Jesuits; 1540

2.  Japan; Francis Xavier (1549 A.D.)


a.  focus on upper classes


b.  By 1600, 300,000 baptized members; by 1650, eradicated

3.  China; Matthew Ricci (1583 A.D.)


a.  focus on upper classes


b.  accommodation to “developed” civilizations

4.  N. America, Philippines; 1500s


a.  tribal peoples (with notable exceptions)


b.  civilizing approach:  planned villages, schools, no native clergy


c.  missionaries as agents and conscience of colonial powers

5.  India; Roberto Nobili (1605 A.D.)


a.  focus on high castes


b.  accommodation 

6.  Vietnam; Alexander de Rhodes (1623 A.D.)


a.  frequent short trips to mainland


b.  company of catechists

7.  Decline of Roman Catholic missions


a.  expansion of Protestant powers in 1600 and 1700s


b.   Jesuits dissolved in 1773 (3,000 missionaries)

