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EXPANSION OF CHRISTIANITY TO 400 A.D.

1.  Apostolic Church


a.  Pentecost (Acts 2:9-11)


b. Antioch (Acts 11:19-21)


c.  Paul and companions


d.  Council of Jerusalem (Acts 15:24-29)

2.  Post-Apostolic Church


a.  Rapid Expansion within Roman Empire



1)  Jesus vs. Old paganism, mystery religions, philosophies



2)  synchronic/diachronic meaning



3)  Witness of Christians:  morals, charity, faith



4)  Social equality:  slaves, women



5)  Common Culture (E1, E2, E3)



6)  By 313 A.D. (Constantine’s conversion), Christians 5 million out of 50 



     million



7)  By 438 A.D. (Theodosian Code), Christians 20 million


b.  Expansion outside of Roman Empire



1)  Edessa, N. Mesopotamia (190 A.D.); Syriac Church

2)  Armenia; oft-repeated pattern:  king converts, then population, Bible

     translation in indigenous language, cultural identity



3)  Ethiopia c. 300 A.D.



4)  India (Quilon) before 300 A.D.



5)  Goths/Ulfilas c. 4th cent.;  Gothic Bible

