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A Model of Culture

1.  A definition of culture:  Culture is “…the more or less integrated systems of beliefs, 

     feelings and values, and their associated symbols, patterns of behavior and products 

     shared by a group of people.” (Paul Hiebert)

2.  A model of culture:

	Dimension of Culture
	Phenomena

	
	language

	Surface
	other symbol systems 

	Level
	educational systems

	(Behavioral,
	agricultural systems

	Artifactual,
	clothing

	Seen)
	commercial practices

	
	kinds and organization of labor

	
	modes of transportation

	
	fine arts

	
	government institutions and practices

	
	family configurations

	
	religious practices

	
	Themes:

	Generative
	“A position, declared or implied, usually controlling or stimulating

	Level
	behavior, which is tacitly approved by a society.” (Morris Opler)

	(World View,
	Themes have:

	Unseen)
	     Contents

	
	     Expression

	
	     Correlation

	
	Core Values:

	
	Affective (love/hate) and moral (right/wrong) dimensions of themes.  


3.  A model of culture applied:  Digo Seniority Theme

	Dimension of Culture
	Phenomena

	
	ngambi (secret society of ruling elders in past times)

	Surface
	village councils of elders 

	Level
	elders and kaya:  male and female leadership

	(Behavioral,
	                            social and economic control

	Artifactual,
	cult of ancestors and ancestral powers

	Seen)
	graves at kaya

	
	teknonyms

	
	trial marriages

	
	divorce

	
	traditional religious practices

	
	funerals

	
	Seniority Theme:

	Generative
	Old age confers authority and immortality.

	Level,
	     Gerontocracy

	(World View,
	     Ancestors and Ancestral Powers

	Unseen)
	     Procreation

	
	Core Values:

	
	     Respect for elders

	
	     Respect and fear of ancestors and ancestral powers

	
	     Fertility is good, barrenness is bad


4.  Contextualization of Gospel vis-à-vis Digo Seniority Theme

	Gospel Presentation
	Conversion at World View Level
	Conversion at Behavioral Level

	Points of Contact

     biblical respect for elders

     Ex. 20:12, Lev. 20:9

     Mk. 7:11, Eph. 6:2;
	Revised Theme:  Old age

confers authority and

respect.

     Gerontocracy O.K.;

     Ancestors and ancestral

          powers redefined and

          replaced;

     Procreation modified;     
	Cult of ancestors/powers

     replaced by worship of

     God;        

Functional substitutes for            

     showing respect for

     elders;

Graves at kaya O.K.

Teknonyms O.K.

Trial marriages and divorce

     gradually replaced;

Traditional religious

     practices replaced;

Funerals undergo critical      

     contextualization;



	Points of Contrast

     demonic nature of

     ancestors and powers

     Dt. 18:11, Lk. 16:19,

     Heb. 9:27;
	
	

	Felt Needs:  Fear of 

     ancestors;
	Core Values:

     Respect for elders;

     Repentance over

          ancestors/powers;

     Fertility, barrenness

          modified;
	


