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I.
COURSE DESCRIPTION
“A survey of the prophets in their historical and cultural context in order to understand their general content. This survey will include the outstanding features of each book and their basic teachings with an endeavor to discover the place of each book in God’s total, progressive revelation; and to apply practical principles for contemporary Christian living.” (2 hours)  PSC, 2006-7, p. 30.

II.
COURSE GOALS
A.
The student should be able to articulate the basic message and purpose of each of the biblical books.

B.
The student should develop for themselves a proper hermeneutic for interpreting and understanding these books.

C.
The student should know how specific OT themes are developed in these books.

D.
The student should be able to explain how the history of the Ancient Near East corresponds to the biblical history.

E.
The student should be able to explain the relevance of each of these Old Testament books for current issues.
III.
COURSE TEXTBOOKS
A.
Required: 

1.
Wegner’s Notes on the Prophets

2.
Hill, Andrew and John Walton, A Survey of the Old Testament.  2nd Ed. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2000.

3.
Miller, J. M. and J. H. Hayes, A History of Ancient Israel and Judah. Philadelphia: Westminster, 1986.

B.
Suggested

1.
Anderson, B. W. Understanding the Old Testament. 4th Edition. Upper Saddle River, N.J.:Prentice Hall, 1998.

2.
Harrison, R. K.  Introduction to the Old Testament.  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1969.

3.
LaSor, W. S., D. A. Hubbard, and F. W. Bush. Old Testament Survey: The Message, Form and Background of the Old Testament. 2nd Ed. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1992.

4.
MacMillian Bible Atlas. New York; London: MacMillian, 1968.

5.
Merrill, E. A Kingdom of Priests.  Grand Rapids: Baker, 1988.

6.
Miller, J. M. and J. H. Hayes,  A History of Ancient Israel and Judah, 1986.

7.
Van Gemeren, Willem.  Interpreting the Prophetic Word. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1990.

8.
Walton, J. H., V. H. Matthews, and M. W. Chavalas. The IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2000.

9.
Walton, J. H. Chronological and Background Charts of the Old Testament. Revised Edition. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2000.


IV.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS
A.
Time Lines (33%)  (4 X 50 points for each century)               Total Points: 200 Points
Develop a detailed time line of the nation of Israel from about 900 B.C. until the rebuilding of the temple (ca. 515 B.C.).  Each time line should cover about a century of the history of the nation and should be divided into about 10-year segments.  It should include the kings of both the Northern and Southern kingdoms of Israel, the important historical events, and important events occurring in the ancient Near East which may have had an influence on the nation of Israel.  This project requires about 2 pages for each century (9th, 8th, etc.). Use history of Israel books such as the following in order to understand the historical situation of each of the centuries:

1.
Leon Wood, A Survey of Israel's History. Rev. by D. Obrien. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1986.

2.
E. Merrill,  A Kingdom of Priests.  Grand Rapids: Baker, 1988.

3.
J. M. Miller and J. H. Hayes, A History of Ancient Israel and Judah. Philadelphia: Westminster, 1986.

4.
John Bright, A History of Israel.  Philadelphia: Westminster, 1981.  

See page 7 of the syllabus for an example of this assignment.  

B.
Summaries (33%):   (4 X 50 points for each summary)         Total Points: 200 Points 


Reading:  Each book must be read through and a one page visual synopsis of the material or chart be made on 4 of the books.  The structure of this synopsis should contain the following information:  1.  Date (and historical background);  2.  Author  (if known) and background;  3. Key Ideas of the book; and 4.  Key Verses.  The summary should be on one page (possibly the back if necessary on long books) and cover the main content of the book.  An example from the book of Genesis is found at the end of this syllabus.

C.
Reading (15%):  





Total Points:  100 Points

The syllabus contains the required reading for each class period and the reading is to be done before class for full credit to be given. The purpose of the reading is to give the student a general overview of the book and some explanation as to how the material fits together.  You can gain an extra 3 percentage points added to your final grade if you read all of the Supplemental Reading.  This means that if you get a 89% as a final grade, and if you have done all of the Supplemental Reading you can get a 92% as the final grade.  Partial credit will be given for partial reading.

D.
Final Exam (25%)        




Total Points:  100 Points










Total Points: 600 Points

V.
COURSE PROCEDURES:


A.
Statement of Unity and Respect

At Phoenix Seminary we desire to create an educational community which reflects the kind of community called for in Scripture. The New Testament is patently clear that: (1) love and unity among Christians are cardinal Christian virtues (Gal 5:14-15; Col 3:14) and are the most powerful evidence of the veracity of the gospel (John 13:34-35; 17:21-23). (2) In the body of Christ there is absolute equality regardless of gender, race, or social status (Gal 3:28; Col 3:11). In view of these two principles, it is expected that all employees and students at Phoenix Seminary will treat others in the Phoenix Seminary community with respect and dignity.  We desire to be particularly careful to treat women and ethnic minorities with dignity and respect as fellow bearers of the image of God. Students or employees who feel the Statement of Unity and Respect is being violated are urged to discuss their concerns with the individual they believe is violating the statement. An individual with ongoing concerns should speak to the teacher of the course or with the academic dean.


The professor reserves the right to dismiss any student from his or her classroom who is in flagrant violation of this policy and is not responding appropriately to input from the professor. Credit students will be subject to the student conduct probation and dismissal policy.
B.
Attendance

One of the strengths of Phoenix Seminary lies in the classroom interaction between professor and students.  Student attendance and participation are an essential part of the learning experience. Absence from more than two class sessions during the semester may result in a grade reduction for the course.  Absence from more than four class sessions during the semester will result in failure of the course. To request an exception to this policy the student may submit a petition to the Administrative Committee. It is the student’s responsibility to make arrangements with instructors for missed class work. A Professor is under no obligation to assist a student in making up assignments unless a student provides a legitimate reason for the absence (e.g., illness or family emergency). When a foreseeable absence occurs, a student should consult with instructor in advance about classes which will be missed. You must attend at least 13 of the 14 scheduled classes to make an “A” for the class.

C.
Class Participation and Interaction

Students will be graded on class participation, interaction, and discussions when appropriate. The class and student benefit from each others questions, thoughts and interactions. 
On-line Availability:  Any handouts or readings professors wish to make available to their students are located at:  www.ps.edu > Current Students > Student Login > Course Syllabi > Handouts.
Teaching Assistants: Many professors at Phoenix Seminary utilize teaching assistants. Under the professor’s supervision and his or her direction, teaching assistants may grade student assignments and assist students as needed. The grading of student assignments including grades, as well as all verbal and written conversations with students and the professor regarding student performance will be kept in confidence by the teaching assistant. The professor of record is ultimately responsible for the course grading.
D.
Late Papers

Papers are intended to be submitted at the beginning of the class on the day that they are due. Late papers will be docked 10 points per day (24 hour period / or part thereof). Papers will not be accepted any later than one week after it is due. This procedure applies to all papers for whatever reason (sickness, computer problems, etc.), so plan on working ahead and finish the paper at least one week early so that you will have extra time in case of emergencies. Papers are to be typed, double-spaced (unless otherwise noted) and with a title page. Papers without a title page or not typed will not be accepted.  Please staple and turn in (no plastic binders). Use the proper format as indicated in A Manual for Papers published by Phoenix Seminary.

E.
Grading Scale:  A = 100-93;  B = 92-83; C = 82-78; D = 77-70; F = below 70

This is the general grading scale for this class, but the Professor maintains the right to modify the scale if he feels that it is necessary.

F.
Grading Breakdown:
Grading:
Time management:


Time Lines
30%
24 hrs.



Summaries and Reading
30%

  9 hrs.

Reading and Participation
15%

15 hrs

Final Exam
25%
  8 hrs.



Total
100%
56 hrs

VI.
READING LIST

1.
ABD = Anchor Bible Dictionary
2.
Anderson, B. W. Understanding the Old Testament. 4th Edition. Upper Saddle River, N.J.:Prentice Hall, 1998.

3.
Bright, J. Covenant and Promise. Philadelphia: Westminster, 1976. 

4.
Carson, D. and John Woodbridge, Scripture and Truth. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1983.

5.
Fee, G. and Douglas Stuart, How to Read the Bible For All Its Worth.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1993.

6.
Harrison, R. K.  Introduction to the Old Testament.  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1969.

7.
Hill, Andrew and John Walton, A Survey of the Old Testament.  Second Edition. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2000.

8.
LaSor, W. S., D. A. Hubbard, and F. W. Bush. Old Testament Survey: The Message, Form and Background of the Old Testament. Second Edition. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1992.

9.
MacMillian Bible Atlas. New York; London: MacMillian, 1968.

10.
Merrill, E. A Kingdom of Priests.  Grand Rapids: Baker, 1988.

11.
Miller, J. M. and J. H. Hayes, A History of Ancient Israel and Judah. Philadelphia: Westminster, 1986.

12.
Van Gemeren, Willem.  Interpreting the Prophetic Word. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1990.

13.
Walton, J. H., V. H. Matthews, and M. W. Chavalas. The IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2000.

14.
Walton, J. H. Chronological and Background Charts of the Old Testament.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994.

15.
Walton, J. H. Ancient Israelite Literature in Its Context.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan,  1989.

VI.
CLASS SCHEDULE [Class assignments will be due on the day listed.]

WEEK 1

Date/Day
Lecture
Assignments

	1.
Jan. 8


Introduction to the Class

History and the Prophets

Purpose for the Prophets

The Pastor as Prophet?

LESSONS 1-3 
	Required:  pp. 26
Supplemental:  pp. 38
Walton, AIL 201-14
LaSor, Hubbard, Bush, (LHB) 212-30

Hill and Walton, 403-14
ABD  1992 Ed. 5:474-95




WEEK 2

Date/Day
Lecture
Assignments

	2.
Jan. 15



Hermeneutics of  Prophecy; Jonah

POWERPOINT 28
	Required:  pp. 48
Supplemental: pp. 44
Fee and Stuart 15-27
LHB, 381-89

Hill and Walton, chs. 22, 32;
Carson and Woodbridge, 149-67

Read Jonah.


WEEK 3

Date/Day
Lecture
Assignments

	3.
Jan. 22 Amos, Hosea 

Due:  Jonah Chart


10th Century Chart

AMOS, HOSEA POWERPOINTS 29, 31
	Required:  pp. 45
Supplemental:  pp. 26
Hill and Walton, chs. 28, 30
   LHB, 243-69

Read Amos, Hosea



WEEK 4

Date/Day
Lecture
Assignments

	4.
Jan. 29  Micah, Isaiah
   
Due:  Amos Chart


Hosea Chart

POWERPOINTS 30A, 32
	Required:  pp. 42
Supplemental:  pp. 18
Hill and Walton, chs. 33, 23
  LHB, 270-88

Read Micah and Isaiah 1-12, 





WEEK 5

Date/Day
Lecture
Assignments

	5.
Feb. 5
Isaiah

Due:  Micah Chart


9th Century Chart

POWERPOINT 33
	Required: pp. 12
Supplemental: pp. 22
[Oswalt 3-28]
LHB, 289-312

Read Isa. 38-42, 52-53


WEEK 6

Date/Day
Lecture
Assignments

	6.
Feb. 12 Nahum, Zephaniah

Due:  Nahum Chart


Zephaniah Chart

POWERPOINTS 30B, 34
	Required: pp. 17
Supplemental: 10
Hill and Walton, chs. 34, 36
    LHB, 313-22

Read Nahum and Zephaniah


WEEK 7

Date/Day
Lecture
Assignments

	7.
Feb. 19  Habakkuk;  Jeremiah

Due:  Habakkuk Chart


8th Century Chart

 POWERPOINTS 35-36
	Required: pp. 40
Supplemental: pp. 0
Hill and Walton, chs. 35, 24


Read Habakkuk and Jeremiah 1-10


WEEK 8

Date/Day
Lecture
Assignments

	8.
Feb. 26  Jeremiah / Lamentations 

Due:  Jeremiah Chart

     Lamentations  Chart

POWERPOINTS 37A, 37B
	Required: pp. 59
Supplemental: pp. 15
Hill and Walton, chs. 25
LHB, 339-55

Read Jeremiah 31 – 51 

and Lamentations


WEEK 9

Date/Day
Lecture
Assignments

	9.
Mar. 5
 Ezekiel

Due:  7th Century Chart

POWERPOINT 38
	Required: pp. 22
Supplemental:  pp. 13
Hill and Walton, chs. 26
LHB, 356-69

Read Ezekiel 1-10



SPRING BREAK – March 12-16

WEEK 10

Date/Day
Lecture
Assignments

	10.
Mar. 19
Ezekiel

Due:  Ezekiel Chart

POWERPOINT 39
	Required: pp. 30
Supplemental: pp. 0
Read Ezekiel 30-48
 


WEEK 11

Date/Day
Lecture
Assignments

	11.
Mar. 26
Daniel, Haggai


Due:  Daniel Chart


6th Century Chart

POWERPOINTS 40, 41
	Required:  pp. 39
Supplemental:  pp. 26
Hill and Walton, chs. 27, 37
LHB, 390-99; 566-82 

Read Daniel and Haggai


WEEK 12


Date/Day
Lecture
Assignments

	12.
April 2
Zechariah

Due:  Haggai Chart


Zechariah Chart

POWERPOINT 42
	Required: pp. 22
Supplemental: pp. 14
Hill and Walton, chs. 38
LHB, 400-13

Read Zechariah


WEEK 13


Date/Day
Lecture
Assignments

	13.
April 9   Joel, Obadiah
Due:  Joel Chart; Obadiah Chart
POWERPOINTS 43A,B, 44
	Required: pp. 30
Supplemental:  pp. 11
Hill and Walton, chs. 29, 31

LHB, 370-80

Read Joel and Obadiah





WEEK 14
Date/Day
Lecture
Assignments

	13.
April 9   Joel, Obadiah


Malachi

Due: Malachi Chart

POWERPOINTS 43A,B, 44
	Required: pp. 30
Supplemental:  pp. 8
Hill and Walton, ch. 39

LHB, 414-22

Read Malachi  
                   



WEEK 15

Date/Day
Lecture
Assignments

	14.
April 23
FINAL 



Total Reading: Required:  432 pages
Supplemental:  212 pages


RECOMMENDED COMMENTARIES:

ALLEN, LESLIE.  The Books of Joel, Obadiah, Jonah, and Micah.  NICOT.  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1976.

ANDERSON, FRANCIS AND DAVID N. FREEDMAN. Hosea. AB.  New York: Doubleday,        1980.

ANDERSON, FRANCIS AND DAVID N. FREEDMAN. Amos. AB. New York: Doubleday, 1989.

BAKER, D. Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah. TC. Downers Grove, IL : InterVarsity,  1988.

BAKER, D. BRUCE WALTKE, AND D. ALEXANDER. Obadiah, Jonah, Micah. TC. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1988.

BALDWIN, J. Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi. TC. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1972.

GAEBELEIN, F.  (ed) Expositor's Bible Commentary . Vol. 7. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1976.

GLAZIER-MCDONALD, B. Malachi: The Divine Messenger.  Atlanta, GA: Scholars Press, 1987.

OSWALT, J. The Book of Isaiah. 2 Vols. NICOT.  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1986, 1998.

MAIER, W. The Book of Nahum.  St. Louis: Concordia, 1987.

MEYERS, CAROL, AND ERIC MEYERS. Haggai and Zechariah 1-8.  AB. New York: Doubleday, 1987.

MOTYER, A.  Isaiah: An Introduction and Commentary.  Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1999.

PAUL, S. Amos: A Commentary on the Book of Amos. Hermeneia. Minneapolis: Fortress, 1991.

SASSON, JACK. Jonah. AB. New York: Doubleday, 1990.

SMITH, G. Amos. Grand Rapids: Regency, 1989.

STUART, D. Hosea-Jonah. WBC. Dallas: Word, 1989.

VERHOEF, P. The Books of Haggai and Malachi. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1987.

WOLFF, H. W. Obadiah and Jonah: A Commentary. Trans. by M. Kohl. Minneapolis: Augsburg, 1986.


Purpose:  To know the background for the various prophets.  Without a good understanding of history it is very difficult to get a good handle on the message of the prophets for the reader will not understand the reason the prophet is saying the things he is saying.  Spend enough time studying the time period to know what the problems are and why he is saying the things he is saying.

Procedure:  

1.
Read the biblical passages that cover the time period (keeping notes on the main important issues) 

2.
Read the books on History of the specific time period you are covering (keeping notes on the main important issues).

3.
Prepare to write the paper by organizing the material from the sources above.

4.
Make sure when you cite biblical material references are given and when you quote from other resources proper citation format is used.

5.
Include a bibliography of the best sources used for this paper.

Contents: 

1.
Begin with a visual time line of some sort.  You can copy mine, find anther, or build one yourselves, but include kings of the Northern and Southern Kingdoms and other important information.

2.
The first Section should be an overview of the century giving the important things that were happening in the ANE during that period.  What was happening in Egypt, Hatti, and Mesopotamia at the same time?  Why are these things important for Israel?

3.
The body of the paper should explain the events that are happening in the Northern Kingdom (Israel) and then the Southern Kingdom (Judah).  This part should contain a nice integration between the biblical material and the historical material.   Especially being careful to indicate how the events in the ANE and those in the biblical affect each other.

4.
Nice brief summary explaining what this period was like politically and morally.

This project will be graded on the following criteria:

1.
Nice summary.

2.
Good content and nice integration between ANE and biblical materials.

3.
Careful to note biblical references and Historical books references.

4.
Knowledge of the material and evidence that you have read and understood the history.

5.
Clearness and thoroughness.

6.
Good final summary. 

TIMELINE TEMPLATE:
Include kings and major events from both Biblical and ANE history for that century. Make it visually appealing and creative keeping it as neat and clear as possible.  Create the timeline using the following commands in Word.  On the Drawing toolbar, select Line and draw a line down the left side of the paper.  Select Textbox on the Drawing toolbar and place the textbox in your desired location near the line.  Enter your desired text.  Resize, change font size and drag textboxes as necessary.  When finished, Group the timeline and textboxes by holding down the shift key and selecting each object.  On the Drawing toolbar, click Draw, and then click Group. Then on the Drawing toolbar, click Draw, and then click Text Wrapping, then click Square.  This should neatly align the body of the paper.

Summary of Century

This is an overview of the century of events that happened in the Ancient Near East.  What was going on in the surrounding countries during this time?  How did these events affect Judah?  For example, what was going on in Assyria, Syria, Egypt, Babylon, etc.?  Why are these things important?

Judah (Body of the Paper)

Explain the events that are happening in the Southern Kingdom.  Integrate between biblical material and historical material.  Specifically note the events from the Ancient Near East and how those events affected Judah.  What was God doing during this time with his people?  What was God doing in the Ancient Near East?  How do these all fit together?  This should be the largest section of the paper.

Summary

Summarize the paper in this section.  Be sure to answer what was this century like morally for Judah?  Be sure to answer what was this century like politically for Judah?

Bibliography

Great Resources for Reference (Use at least 3 or 4):

Atlases, Dictionaries, Bible Encyclopedias, Study Bibles, Commentaries

Beitzel, Barry J. The Moody Atlas of Bible Lands. Chicago: Moody Press, 1985.

Bright, John. A History of Israel. Philadelphia: Westminster, 1981.

Hill, Andrew E., John H. Walton. A Survey of the Old Testament. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2000.

Merrill, Eugene H. A Kingdom of Priests. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1988.

Miller, J.M., and J.H. Hayes. A History of Ancient Israel and Judah. Philadelphia: Westminster, 1986.

Walton, John H. Chronological and Background Charts of the Old Testament. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994.  

Wood, Leon J. A Survey of Israel’s History. Rev. David O’Brien. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1986.

 Additional Notes: 

The entire paper should be two pages, single-spaced, no more than 1” margins, and include the above sections.  When quoting material, include citations within the text.
[image: image1.wmf]
Summary of this century:  David and Solomon had taken Israel to great heights with their building projects and expansion of land.  They had alliances with their neighbors to the South (Egypt) and to their North (Lebanon, Syria, Hittites) and David’s trading ships were bringing gold and precious items from all over the ancient Near Eastern world.  The surrounding countries (e.g., Egypt, Hittites) were too weak to interfere much in Israel’s business and thus the nations were pretty much at peace.  The major  event of this century was the split between the Northern and Southern Kingdoms during Rehoboam’s reign.  Jeroboam sets up a rival religion in the North which ultimately let to its downfall in 722.  Israel went from a very strong nation under David and Solomon to a weak divided kingdom all in about 50 years.

ISRAEL:
After the death of Solomon, the Northern Kingdom came together at Shechem to ask Rehoboam to reduce the taxes and corvee (1 Kgs. 12:1-16).  Rehoboam listened to his young and foolish companions and refused, which caused the Northern nation to rebel (see 2 Chron. 10:15). 

Compare:  1 Sam. 5:1-3 “Behold we are your bone and your flesh”

    to         1 Kgs. 12:16 “What portion do we have in David?”

This rebellion was confirmed by the death of Adoram (1 Kgs. 12:18) whom the Israelites stoned, and they set up Jeroboam as king over Israel (1 Kgs. 12:20).  Jerobaom was promised a dynasty if he would obey God (1 Kgs. 11:38), but he chose to disobey and set up a rival religion, including:

1)
2 Golden Calves

2)
Temples at Dan and Bethel

3)
non-levitical priests

4)
high places

5)
a feast on the 15th day of the 8th month

God was very displeased with Jeroboam and through Ahijhah at Shiloh He sent a prophecy of judgment.  This prophet prophesied that Jeroboam’s line would be cut off and that all but one (Abijah) would die an ignoble death (of not being buried so that the dogs and birds could eat their flesh).  Jeroboam had a 22-year reign, but his son Nadab reigned only 2 years and was killed by Baasha (2 Kgs. 15:27).

JUDAH:
Rehoboam began his reign very poorly and split the kingdom into 2 very unequal parts. He also filled the Southern Kingdom with high places and male cult prostitutes.  In the 5th year of his reign Shishak, a very strong pharaoah of Egypt's 22nd dynasty, attacked Jerusalem and removed much gold and silver from Judah.  He then marched into Israel and captured Shechem.  (This would have astonished Jeroboam for he had found shelter in Shishak's palace when fleeing from Solomon.)  Apparently the last 12 years of Rehoboam's reign were better -- at least 2 Chr. 12:12 speaks about Rehoboam humbling himself and the Lord turning His anger from him.  Still there were constant tensions between Israel and Judah.


Abijam took over after his father and ruled for 3 years.  He continued in the sins of his father and, according to 2 Chr. 13, tried to force the Northern Kingdom to come back together with Judah.  His reasons were because:

1)
Jeroboam rebelled

2)
He set up a religion against Yahweh

3)
He drove out the Levites

4)
The Lord is Judah's God

Judah was ambushed from 2 sides, but they cried out to God and He delivered them.  It seems most likely that Abijam started off pretty well, but once he became powerful his heart was drawn away (perhaps to foreign gods of his wives) and he ended poorly (2 Kgs. 15:3).


Asa reigned 41 years and was a good king who removed the male cult prostitutes, other idols and at least some of the high places (see 1 Kgs. 14:5; 2 Chr. 14:5; 15:17).  Asa fought against Zerah the Ethiopian and God helped Judah defeat this foe.  But toward the latter part of Asa's reign he called upon Ben-hadad, king of Syria, to attack Israel on the North so that Baasha would have to withdraw from  him.  Nanani the Seer renounced Asa for his lack of faith so Asa threw him in prison.  Asa ended his reign with a very painful foot disease (perhaps a euphemism) but he still preferred to call upon the doctors instead of God.

Summary:

This was a very difficult time for God’s people—both nations were wondering into sin and it would not be long before the Northern Kingdom becomes very morally corrupt.  Judah is just about 50 years behind Israel in her moral corruption.  The major problem for Israel was her idolatry and for Judah the high taxes. Politically it was a pretty good time for the Northern Kingdom, but Shishak will deliver a serious blow to both countries.  



Purpose:   To be able to summarize the content of a book and put it in a visual format so that people can understand it.   People should be able to look at your chart and see how the book fits together and the flow of its major parts.

Procedure:  

1.
Read the biblical book and try to determine the major parts of the book.  You can use commentaries or other resources to find an outline, but examine several of them and find the best.  Then modify it to make it your own. 

2.
Try to decide what is the best way to picture the book and display its contents.  Make sure the major parts of the book are clear and that you can indicate the flow of the book well.

3.
Make sure that all parts of the book are accounted for and that someone looking at the chart will know the major points of the book.  Include references so that people will know where the parts are.

4.
Make sure it will catch people's attention so that they will want to understand the book.

This project will be graded on the following criteria:

1.
Good summary of the book.

2.
That the chart actually helps explain the content and flow of the book.

3.
Note biblical references.

4.
Knowledge of the material and evidence that you have read and understood the biblical book.

5.
Clearness and thoroughness.

6.
Creativity. 

BIBLICAL STUDIES:  WHERE TO FIND INFORMATION

How to find the meaning of a Biblical passage?

Level 1:  

1.
Ryrie or other study Bible

2.
Cross-references in your Bible

3.
Bible dictionaries or encyclopedias

a.
The New Bible Dictionary [R 220.5 n 532]

b.
The Illustrated Bible Dictionary [R 220.3 129i]

c.
The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia,1974-1989 (revised edition) [R 220.3 161i]

d.
The Anchor Bible Dictionary,  1992.

Level 2:  

1.
Commentaries (do not waste your time on the one volume commentaries on the whole  Bible)

2.
Trinity puts out an annotated list of commentaries and now Tremper Longman also has.

Level 3:  

1.
Scholarly magazines and journal articles on specific passages or topics.


Some of the best for Old Testament are:

a.
Journal of Biblical Literature (JBL).
f.
Trinity Journal (TJ).

b.
Vetus Testamentum (VT).
g.
Tyndale Bulletin (Tyn B).

c.
Journal for the Study of the
h.
Westminster Theological Journal


Old Testament  (JSOT).


(WTJ).

d.
Biblica (Bib).
i.
Harvard Theological Review (HTR).

e.
Hebrew Union College Annual 
j.
Journal of the Evangelical Theological (HUCA).

Society (JETS)

2.
You can find journal articles on your subject by looking in Religious Periodical Index [R 205 A51a Per.]

a.
Under topic.
c.
Under Hebrew word.

b.
Under biblical reference.
d.
Under author.

3.
Often good commentaries will include a list of the best articles on the passage.

4.
Often the dictionaries and encyclopedias will include a bibliography.

Level 4:  

1.
Use Strong's lexicon to find the Hebrew word which is translated by the English word (find the number which is coded to the Hebrew word in the back of the book).  This will give a general definition for the word.  While you are still at the place in the main part of Strong's note the various places where the same Hebrew word is used (i.e., those passages which have the same number) and see how many different English words are translated for this one Hebrew word. 

2.
To get a better understanding of the Hebrew word look it up in TWOT which is the Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament (2 vols.), edited by R.L. Harris, G.L. Archer and B.K. Waltke. 

  
[R 221.44 H 391t ].  After you have found the number of the Hebrew word in Strong's you can go to the index in the back of TWOT which will tell you the article number in TWOT which corresponds to the Hebrew word in Strong's. 

Level 5:  

1.
Use:  Gesenius' Hebrew Grammar (GKC) edited by E. Kautzsch and A.E. Cowley. [R 492.4 G 327gr]

a.
Topic.

b. 
Biblical reference.

c.
Hebrew words.

2.
Ronald J. Williams, Hebrew Syntax: An Outline.

3.
B. Waltke and M. O'Connor, An Introduction to Biblical Hebrew Syntax.

MOST MISSPELLED WORDS

	a lot

academic

accession

accommodate

achieve

affect – to bring about change

altar

anoint

apostasy

apparent

archaeology

argument

ascension

believe

besiege

brethren

capital – chief, or main point

capitol – the building

cite – to quote in a book

commitment

council – an assembly

counsel – advise or guidance

crucifixion

definitely

deity

disciple

divine

effect – result, cause and effect

enmity

except – to leave out, exception

advice – noun

advise – verb

conscience – sense of right and wrong

conscious – to be aware

emphasis

Ephraim

escape

especially
	etc.

genealogy

harass

immanent – indwelling

imminent – occurring shortly

Israel

it’s – contraction for it is

its- possessive pronoun

judgment

loose – seeming not fastened down

lose – to cease to possess

millennium

occurrence

panicked

Pharaoh

principle – precept

principal – principal of a school

precede – to go before

proceed – to go 

prophecy – noun

prophesy – verb

receive

resurrection

rhyme / rhythm

sense

sentence

separate

shepherd

siege

significance

site – location

stationary/stationery

supersede

there – adverb

their – possessive pronoun

traveled

traveler

to – preposition / too - adverb
	Yahweh

weather – climatic conditions

whether – if

who’s – contraction for who is

whose

worshipped


Tips for Getting Better Grades

Main Principle:
If you want better grades always go beyond the mere requirements and dig deeper than the teacher expected.

Grades:

C = Average Work

B = Very Good Work

A = Superior Work

Tips for Getting Better Grades:

1.
Never exceed the page limit, but put the best information into the number of pages required.  Cut ruthlessly anything that does not fit within the parameters of the paper.

2.
After your paper or work is complete, go over it again and find at least five ways your paper could be improved.

a.
Are you sure that you answered exactly what was asked for?  If the teacher has given any examples, helps, or suggestions have you included them in your paper?

b.
Have you read enough to answer all the important questions concerning the topic?  Are there any more questions about the topic that you have not discussed, but that others may wonder about?

c.
Have you expressed to the best of your ability that you know the material that you are writing about?  Is it clear from your paper?  Could someone wonder if you really know the topic after reading your paper?

d.
Is there a special recent issue that makes this topic more relevant?

e.
Check for misspelled words.

f.
Provide a good bibliography.  Have you searched every means available for more bibliography on this topic?

g.
Can you begin your paper with an example, illustration, or summary of the issue that will help focus your paper?

h.
Does your paper or work have a clear and easy-to-follow structure?  Is there a better way to arrange the topics to make the flow clearer?  (Make an outline before beginning to write.)

i.
Have you provided evidence or examples for every point you make?  Is anything that you have written questionable and in need of more research or evidence to convince your reader that you are correct?

j.
How does the topic that you have researched relate to other topics?  Is there any way to show that you have examined broader issues that dovetail with your new research?

k.
Can you make your topic more interesting or fact filled?

l.
If your paper or work involves biblical texts, have you convinced your reader that your exegesis of the passage has been thorough?

m.
Have you stated your conclusions too strongly so that the reader may challenge them?

n.
Have you dealt fairly, consistently, and even-handedly with the biblical texts?  Could anyone question your handling of the biblical passages and if so, have you covered your bases?

o.
Is there even one area in the paper or work where you have delved deeply enough into the topic to uncover information that is not generally known?  

p.
Is your topic so broad that you cannot go into detail at certain points?  Do you need to rethink the boundaries/parameters of the paper?

3.
Don’t challenge a grade unless you know for certain there must be some mistake.  If it is very good work and you have done your best, then abide by the decision of the instructor.  You may be able to get input on how it could be improved—be tactful.

4.
Have someone read it over to make sure that your thoughts are clear and your arguments as convincing as you think they are.

5.
Remember the instructor will have to read several papers, many of which are on the same topic; how can you make yours best, unique, and memorable? 
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